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UK Terms Hydroxychloroquine For COVID-19 Patients As
Useless, Halts Trial

By Ruchika Published On 6 Jun 2020 12:30 AM  |  Updated On 6 Jun 2020 6:22 AM
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"This is not a treatment for COVID-19. It doesn't work," Martin Landray, an Oxford University professor who
is co-leading the RECOVERY trial, told reporters.
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London: British scientists halted a major drug trial on Friday after it found that the anti-malarial
hydroxychloroquine, touted by U.S. President Donald Trump as a potential "game-changer" in the
pandemic, was "useless" at treating COVID-19 patients.

"This is not a treatment for COVID-19. It doesn't work," Martin Landray, an Oxford University
professor who is co-leading the RECOVERY trial, told reporters.

Also Read - CSIR secures CDSCO nod for clinical trials of anti-cancer drug
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"This result should change medical practice worldwide. We can now stop using a drug that is useless."

Vocal support from Trump raised expectations for the decades-old drug that experts said could have
been a cheap and widely available tool, if proven to work, in fighting the pandemic, which has infected
more than 6.4 million people and killed nearly 400,000 worldwide

Controversy surrounding the drug grew after a study published in the medical journal The Lancet last
month raised safety concerns and led several COVID-19 studies of it to be halted. The Lancet study
was then retracted on Thursday after its authors said they were unsure about its data.

Also Read - FIRST: Gland Pharma unveils non-frozen ready-to-use anticoagulant injection Bivalirudin
RTU in US
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Landray, a professor of medicine and epidemiology at Oxford University, noted the "huge speculation"
about the drug as a treatment for COVID-19 but said there had been until now "an absence of reliable
information from large randomised trials".

He said the preliminary results from RECOVERY, which was a randomised trial, were now quite clear:
hydroxychloroquine does not reduce the risk of death among hospitalised patients with COVID-19.

Also Read - IPA calls for immediate action to revive Pharma Ancillary Industry
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"If you're admitted to hospital, don't take hydroxychloroquine," he said.

The RECOVERY trial of hydroxychloroquine had randomly assigned 1,542 COVID-19 patients to
hydroxychloroquine and compared them with 3,132 COVID-19 patients randomly assigned to standard
care without the drug.

Results showed no significant difference in death rates after 28 days, in the length of stay in hospital, or
in other outcomes, the researchers said.

Also Read - Lupin Mexiletine Hydrochloride gets Orphan Drug Designation from USFDA
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The World Health Organization (WHO) said on Wednesday it would resume tests of
hydroxychloroquine as part of its 'Solidarity' trials after those running the study briefly stopped giving
it to new patients in light of the Lancet paper.

Peter Horby, an Oxford University professor who is co-leading the RECOVERY trial with Landray,
said his team had informed the WHO of their decision to halt the UK study.

"There was a call this morning with the WHO to give them a heads-up on the results... They... said they
would be convening their committee to look again at their decision regarding the Solidarity trial."

Read also: COVID-19: WHO stay on HCQ trial was knee-jerk reaction, says CSIR Chief Shekhar
Mande

Source : Reuters
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CSIR Secures CDSCO Nod For Clinical Trials Of Anti-Cancer
Drug

By Ruchika Published On 9 Jun 2020 6:13 AM  |  Updated On 9 Jun 2020 6:13 AM

Advertisement

This drug was discovered and developed at the natural-products driven drug discovery program of CSIR-IIIM

SPONSORED SEARCHES  
latest treatment options for covid 19 how to take plaquenil for covid 19

health insurance plans health and safety training

" csir cdsco cancer 

Delhi: CSIR constituent lab CSIR-Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine (IIIM) Jammu, has received
Investigational New Drug (IND) approval from New Drugs Division of Central Drugs Standard
Control Organization (CDSCO) for a potent anti-cancer, New Chemical Entity (NCE) effective against
pancreatic cancer after successful completion of preclinical development and IND submission.

This will pave way for CSIR- IIIM for conducting the clinical trial of this important drug candidate
IIIM-290 in pancreatic cancer patients. The proposed clinical trial is aimed to assess the safety,
tolerability, and exposure of the compound in humans along with the early efficacy indicators in
pancreatic cancer patients. This drug was discovered and developed at the natural-products driven drug
discovery program of CSIR-IIIM.
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Dr. Shekhar Mande, DG, CSIR complemented team of scientists Sandip Bharate, Sonali Bharate, Dilip
Mondhe, Shashi Bhushan, and Sumit Gandhi who were led by Dr. Ram Vishwakarma, Director of
CSIR-IIIM, on this significant milestone. They conducted close to a decade of high-end research as a
prelude to granting of regulatory approval for clinical trials against pancreatic cancer.

Dr. Ram Vishwakarma, highlighting the R&D carried out, informed that the anti-cancer screening
against NCI-60 cancer cell lines panel and clinically validated protein kinase enzymes involved in
cancer provided in 2011, provided an initial potent hit (rohitukine, a pure molecule natural product
from the leaves of a tree from the Western Ghats Dysoxylum binectariferum, commonly known as
Indian white cedar). Further medicinal chemistry designed to address efficacy/selectivity against a
class of cell-cycle regulatory kinases (i.e. cyclin-dependent kinases) identified this preclinical
candidate IIIM-290 showing excellent pharmacokinetics, oral bioavailability and potent anticancer
activity in a number of animal xenograft models, with the best activity against the pancreatic cancer
model. In the last three years, researchers completed all the pre-clinical safety, regulatory and other
IND enabling studies, obtained global patents, and published in, the Journal of Medicinal Chemistry in
2018.
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Pertinently, the Pancreatic cancer currently ranks 12th among the most common cancers in the world
but has the notorious distinction of being the 4th leading cause of cancer-related deaths. The incidence
of pancreatic cancer in India is 0.5–2.4 per 100,000 men and 0.2–1.8 per 100,000 women. Globally, it
causes more than a quarter of a million deaths annually. This cancer is considered as one of the
untreatable cancer type, because of its very late diagnosis and therefore there is a huge scarcity of
drugs for the treatment of this cancer. This indigenous drug discovery program based on natural
products opens potential therapeutic options for pancreatic cancer.

Read also: CDSCO told to streamline the process of digitizing records as crucial drug report go
missing
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