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Govt-recommended drug for Covid-19 treatment
potentially life-threatening: Plea in SC
Hydroxychloroquine has been in focus in the fight against Covid-19 since US President Donald Trump described it as a “game
changer”, and India, the largest manufacturer of the drug, has approved its use in some cases.

INDIA  Updated: Apr 16, 2020 16:26 IST

Abraham Thomas 
Hindustan Times, New Delhi

India is also in the process of supplying the drug to countries around the world, including the US.(PTI)

A petition filed in the Supreme Court by a US-based doctor of Indian origin has raised

concerns about the possible side effects of using the anti-malarial drug hydroxychloroquine

in treating people infected by the coronavirus.

Hydroxychloroquine has been in focus in the fight against Covid-19 since US President

Donald Trump described it as a “game changer”, and India, the largest manufacturer of the

drug, has approved its use in some cases. India is also in the process of supplying the drug

to countries around the world, including the US.

The petition was filed by Kunal Saha in the Supreme Court in the name of his Kolkata-based

NGO People for Better Treatment, and he is expected to argue the matter in person. It could

not immediately be ascertained if the petition has been admitted by the apex court or will

be taken up for hearing.
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Indian authorities have so far clear the use of hydroxychloroquine in the case of

asymptomatic healthcare workers involved in caring for suspected or confirmed Covid-19

case and asymptomatic household contacts of confirmed cases.

The petition argues that the use of hydroxychloroquine along with the broad spectrum

antibiotic azithromycin (AZM) for Covid-19 patients is potentially known for life-

threatening effects on the cardiovascular system.

The petition also refers to a health bulletin issued by the American Heart Association,

American College of Cardiology, and US-based Heart Rhythm Society on April 8 that warned

doctors about this drug combination having the potential to trigger “arrhythmia” or

abnormal heartbea), heart failure and death.
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Saha also wrote to India’s health ministry on April 8, sharing this information. He said the

ministry ought to have specified precautionary measures to be adopted by doctors in line

with those prescribed by the American organisations.

The petition also cites the extreme precautions in administering this drug suggested by the

Canadian Medical Association and by an international study group of doctors based on the

analysis of data from more than 300,000 patients. The finding showed no risk in short-term

use of hydroxychloroquine but increased risks of 30-day cardiovascular mortality, chest pain

or angina and heart failure were observed in the use of hydroxychloroquine and AZM.

Hydroxychloroquine’s global demand is on the rise and India is exporting the drug to the

US, the UK, Brazil, Israel and South Asian neighbours.
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Andhra govt offers Rs 2,000 as incentive to migrants
to stay put in quarantine camps
The chief minister sought details on the facilities being provided at quarantine centres. He suggested that the poor people held
up at the centres should be given nutritious food like milk, vegetables, and eggs.

INDIA  Updated: Apr 16, 2020 17:44 IST

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu 
Hindustan Times, Hyderabad

Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy on Thursday suggested that migrant workers who stay back in camps till the lockdown is lifted be given a
financial assistance of Rs 2,000 each while leaving the camps after completing their quarantine. (ANI PHOTO.)

The Andhra Pradesh government has come up with an attractive incentive to retain migrant

workers and other poor people held up in various quarantine camps on account of the

lockdown with many of them desperate to return to their native villages.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy on Thursday suggested that migrant workers who

stay back in the camps till the lockdown is lifted be given a financial assistance of Rs 2,000

each while leaving the camps after completing their quarantine.

The amount would be useful to migrant workers to reach their homes after the quarantine

period and have proper food. “This will encourage the migrant workers to stay put in the

quarantine camps till the lockdown is lifted,” an official familiar with the development said.

In several parts of the state, people who have been kept in quarantine camps have been

leaving by foot to reach their native places, after the extension of the lockdown till May 3.

The chief minister sought details on the facilities being provided at quarantine centres. He

suggested that the poor people held up at the centres should be given nutritious food like

milk, vegetables, and eggs.

The officials informed the chief minister that an amount of Rs 850 had been spent on each

person put up at the quarantine centre, including Rs 500 for food, bed and blanket, Rs 50 on

sanitation facilities and Rs 300 on transportation. A double room or single room is being

provided to the people in quarantine and they are being sent home after following medical

protocol, officials said.

They said all the quarantined people were being provided healthy food, aimed at improving

their immunity, including dry fruits, citrus fruits, eggs and banana, apart from regular meals

like rice, dal, sambar and curd.
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Covid-19 lockdown 2.0: Deve Gowda’s grandson
marriage to be low-key
Covid-19 lockdown: Nikhil, son of former Karnataka chief minister H D Kumaraswamy, will tie the nuptial knot with Revathi, the
grandniece of former state housing minister M Krishnappa, at the farmhouse in Bidadi town.

INDIA  Updated: Apr 16, 2020 17:42 IST

Press Trust of India 
Bengaluru

The marriage of former PM Deve Gowda’s grandson was planned at their home in Bengaluru but since social distancing will be a challenge, it was
decided to organise it at Ramanagara.(Arijit Sen/HT Photo)

Former prime minister H D Deve Gowda’s grandson Nikhil Kumaraswamy is entering into

wedlock in a low-key ceremony on Friday, with the family forced to shelve grand plans in

view of the Covid-19 lockdown.

Only close family members will attend the marriage to be held at a farmhouse in nearby

Ramanagara district.

Nikhil, son of former Karnataka chief minister H D Kumaraswamy, will tie the nuptial knot

with Revathi, the grandniece of former state housing minister M Krishnappa, at the

farmhouse in Bidadi town.

Both families had earlier decided to have a grand wedding ceremony in Ramanagara, the

political turf of Kumaraswamy.

With congregation of any type not allowed during the lockdown to check coronavirus

spread, Kumaraswamy explained in a video message that the event will be a low-key affair

of two families with minimum number of people.

He also appealed to his party workers, relatives and well-wishers not to visit the venue.

According to him, after the lockdown was announced, the marriage was planned at their

home here itself but since social distancing will be a challenge, it was decided to organise it

at Ramanagara.

He cited Bengaluru being in the ‘Red Zone’ with maximum COVID-19 cases in the state as

also a reason for shift in the venue.

“It is difficult to maintain social distancing if the event is organised at home. That’s the

reason we are organising the event at our farmhouse in Bidadi. I request my workers and

well-wishers to avoid attending the event,” Kumaraswamy said.

The decision to organise the marriage was taken after consulting doctors, including those in

his family, he said.
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11 more test positive for Covid-19 in Dharavi to take
tally to 71

INDIA  Updated: Apr 16, 2020 17:34 IST

Shrinivas Deshpande 
Hindustan Times, Mumbai

A medical screening organised for the residents at Jetha compound slums in Dharavi, during the nationwide lockdown, imposed in the walk of the
coronavirus pandemic in Mumbai, India, on Wednesday, April 15, 2020. (Photo by Satish Bate/Hindustan Times)(Satish Bate/HT Photo)

Eleven new cases of coronavirus were reported from Mumbai’s Dharavi on Thursday, taking

the total number of infections in the area to 71, official said.

Eight people have died of Covid-19 so far in Dharavi, one of Asia’s largest shantytowns.

Out of the 11 new cases, four new were reported from Mukund Nagar, two each from Social

Nagar and Rajiv Nagar and one each from Sairaj Nagar, Transit Camp and Ramji Chawl, civic

officials said.

Follow coronavirus latest updates here.

Kiran Dighavkar, assistant commissioner of the G/North Ward said. “As of now we have

targeted the five red zones in Dharavi and screening procedure is going on as per red zones.

In this screening, 113 people have been identified and 85 samples have been collected. New

cases have been reported from these localities only.”

He further said high-risk symptomatic patients were institutionally quarantined, and low

risk, asymptomatic patients were home quarantined.

To ensure the strict implementation of restrictions in a particular area, the Brihanmumbai

Municipal Corporation (BMC) is providing grocery packets to residents. Each packet

contains 3 kg of rice, 2 kg of dal, sugar, salt and 250 gm of tea.

Out of the total 71 cases, highest 18 positive cases have been reported from Mukund Nagar

area of Dharavi, eight from Social Nagar, seven from Muslim Nagar and five from Dr. Baliga

Nagar localities.

The civic body has prepared a quarantine centre in municipal school with 600 beds and at

Rajiv Gandhi Sports Complex with 300 beds. In addition to that, the BMC also acquired Sai

Hospital with 51 beds capacity with its medical staff.

The Dharavi slums spread over 240-hectare have 850,000 residents and a population density

of 66,000 per sq km, making it one of the more cramped spaces in Mumbai, the world’s fifth

most densely populated city.

Activists and health workers had expressed concerns over how social distancing is

practically impossible in an area where on an average of 10-12 people stay in each of 57,000

housing units measuring around 250 sq ft.

Maharashtra continues to have the highest number of Covid-19 cases in India with over

3,000 after 165 new cases were recorded since Wednesday night.
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Covid-19: No immediate plans to evacuate stranded
Indians abroad
Covid-19 update: “Stranded Indians are advised to stay put, Indian missions will assist them. So far, 3336 Indians have tested
Covid-19 positive in 53 countries, 25 Indians have died abroad,” the sources said.

INDIA  Updated: Apr 16, 2020 17:28 IST

Rezaul H Laskar 
Hindustan Times, New Delhi

Covid-19 update: Indian nursing students wearing masks walk in a group at government run Gandhi Hospital in Hyderabad, India. (AP)

There are no immediate plans to evacuate stranded Indians from different countries,

government sources said Thursday.

“Stranded Indians are advised to stay put, Indian missions will assist them. So far, 3336

Indians have tested Covid-19 positive in 53 countries, 25 Indians have died abroad,” the

sources said.

The Indian government had earlier said flights cannot be operated for some 20,000 Indians

stranded around the world during the lockdown which has now been extended till May 3.

Sources said the government is also ramping up the fight against Covid-19.

“Besides 650,000 testing kits despatched from China today, India will also get large

consignment of PPE kits soon,” sources said.

India will also provide hydroxycloroquine either as commercial sales or grants to 55

countries. Twenty one countries will get it as commercial sales

Sources said all formalities have been completed for first list of 13 countries including the

United States which are getting hydroxycloroquine from India.

India which produces nearly 70 per cent of the world’s supply of hydroxycloroquine, India

recently agreed to export the medicine to the US following a request by President Donald

Trump.

Hydroxychloroquine or HCQ has emerged as a much sought-after medicine after

preliminary trials in China suggested it boosted recovery and lowered the severity of

coronavirus disease.

Last week, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) said that it won’t recommend

hydroxychloroquine for Covid-19 patients unless satisfactory results are seen during tests.

ICMR said hydroxychloroquine is recommended only to those asymptomatic healthcare

workers involved in the care of suspected or confirmed cases of Covid-19 and asymptomatic

household contacts of laboratory-confirmed cases.
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