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At a tourism fair at Netaji Indore Stadium in Kolkata on Friday. �SNS
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T
he chief minister
Mamata Banerjee
today pulled up the
Hooghly district lead-

ers who failed to ensure suf-
ficient votes for the party MP
candidates in the recently
concluded Lok Sabha poll.

During  a meeting at Tri-
namul Bhavan, Miss Baner-
jee pulled up the leaders who
failed to ensure leads for the
candidates in their areas of
responsibility and reported-
ly told them that those who
want to join the BJP can leave
but she will not tolerate any
sabotage in her party.

“You are free to leave my
party and join any other party
but I'll not tolerate any back
stabbing or sabotage,” she
warned the party leaders.

She said, "We are aware of
EVM malfunctioning but in
many Assembly segments,
you failed to ensure leads."

She asked those leaders to

pull up their socks and pre-
pare for the 2021 Assembly
polls.

She said the 2021 Assem-
bly elections is very crucial and
the leaders and party work-
ers should prepare them-
selves from now on and aim
at winning all Assembly seg-
ments. “I want that the loss-
es (in Assembly segments)
should be reclaimed,” she
said. “I want dedicated work-
ers who were with me in 1998,
when I first started the party.
I cannot find them now. I
want dedicated selfless work-

ers like those who were pre-
sent with Akbar Ali Khon-
dokar and during Singur
movement. I want those lead-
ers back in my party,'’ she said.

She also pulled up the Sin-
gur MLA for the Trinamul’s fail-
ure to garner enough votes in
the area. “I went for a hunger
strike for 21 days and staged
dharna at Singur on the
National Highway and final-
ly with the Supreme Court's
order was able to return the
land to the farmers. How did
Trinamul Congress fail to get
a lead in Singur? I don't want

any leader who extorts money
from the common people. If
I get such complaints, I'll ask
the administration to arrest
such leaders.'’

It is learnt that Miss Baner-
jee has asked Santanu Baner-
jee to concentrate on Balagarh
segment and not to mess
with the party organisations
of Hooghly and Arambagh
Lok Sabha segments.

She reportedly also pulled
up former Pursurua MLA,
Purvez Reheman, for indulging
in intra-party squibbles.

Later in a Press confer-
ence, Miss Banerjee said," I
know how much money was
spent for the elections. Some
are saying it amounts to thou-
sands of crores. I demand to 
know where did all this money
come from? All parties 
cannot spend so much 
money. This is corruption.
Money was sent to different
fake bank accounts. Money
was transferred even using
RTGS. They will not be able
to cover up these things.”

Will not tolerate any bid to sabotage the party, Mamata tells Hooghly leaders

Didipulls up TMC leaders
who failed to deliver
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Japan’s Kawasaki Rikuso
Transportation Company
will build 100 warehouses in
the state for storing fruits and
vegetables, its president Mr
Keiichi Higuchi announced
at  the “Neo MSME summit-
2030: an MSME odyssey”
organised today by the Ben-
gal Chamber of Commerce
and Industries.

The company specialis-
es in logistics and bever-
ages and is keen on export-
ing vegetables and fruits
from West Bengal to Japan
and later on to the  European
Union countries. 

It has for the first time
decided to expand its busi-
ness outside Japan and chose
West Bengal as its partner
state for its multinational set-
up, Mr Higuchi said. It has
set up its first warehouse in
Singur.

The main aim is  to
increase the income level of
farmers by allowing them to
utilise the temperature-con-
trolled warehouses to keep
the freshness of vegetables
which will eventually increase
their value. West Bengal pro-
duces plenty of quality veg-
etables, especially in North
Bengal. 

Through the Sufal Bangla
Project, farmers bring crops
directly to the market and the
state government buys them
for delivery to consumers or
retailers. West Bengal Gov-
ernment purchases them,
which is then delivered to the
cities to sell to consumers or
retailers.  

The Neo MSME summit
brought together several
policy makers, corporate
heads and government offi-
cials to discuss the growth
of the sector by 2030.

Mr Ajoy Bandopadhyaya,
director of the Centre’s MSME

Development Institute
(MSME DI) said MSME is 
now everywhere and has
potential  for immense
growth. 

West Bengal, he said, has
a large number of agro-
based industries, while large
quantities of agro products
are wasted due to insufficient
distribution, lack of cold
storage and marketing facil-
ities. 

The MSME sector in the
agri business needs more
storage facilities, techno-
logical assistance and logis-
tic system with good e-com-
merce site for proper mar-
keting and reach to cus-
tomers, he said.

He also said the North-
Eastern region is known for
its organic produce and as
such MSMEs have to be
guided on procuring, pack-
ing and exporting them.

Mr Abhijit Kamra of Ama-
zon Global Selling said:

“Today, we have over 50,000
Indian sellers as part of the
Global Selling Program, 80
per cent of them are from tier
2 and below cities. Sellers and
manufacturers in India are
producing great quality prod-
ucts and there is an oppor-
tunity to connect this sup-
ply to hundreds of millions
of loyal customers on Ama-
zon’s international market-
places. 

“The aim of Amazon Glob-
al Selling Program is to
encourage,  enable and
empower more and more
exporters to come online,
reach out to a global customer
base, grow and scale their
business”.

Mr Indranjit Sen, presi-
dent, BCCI, said the summit
aims at bringing together
relevant stakeholders on
one platform for drawing
the road map towards
changes and reforms for the
next decade.

Japan�s Kawasaki Rikuso to build 100 warehouses

Children at a rally to mark
World Environment Day
organised by Kolkata
Municipal Corporation in
Kolkata on Friday. 
�DILIP DUTTA
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The National Consumer
Forum (NCDRC) has imposed
a penalty of Rs 2 lakh against
R G Kar Hospital and four doc-
tors for not appearing before
the West Bengal State Con-
sumer Commission (WBSC-
DRC) in a case of death from
alleged medical negligence. 

Mrs Bula Paul’s young son
had died following an alleged
botched gall bladder surgery
at the R G Kar Hospital in 2014. 

In 2017, WBSCDRC held R
G Kar and four doctors ex parte
guilty for medical negligence
after the accused doctors and
R G Kar Hospital ignored
notices from the consumer
forum and did not appear
before the commission. The
commission granted a com-
pensation of Rs 46 lakh vide
a final order dated 24 August,

2017.
Although the accused doc-

tors and R G Kar Hospital au-
thorities never appeared be-
fore the state commission, ign-
oring repeated notices, all of
them lodged an appeal before
the NCDRC challenging the
state commission’s judgment.
It was challenged on the
ground that they were denied

natural justice as an ex parte
order was passed by the state
commission.

The NCDRC passed a judg-
ment last month remanding
the case back to the W.B.
State Commission for a fresh
hearing on 24 June. The
NCDRC  also severely chas-
tised the accused doctors
and R G Kar Hospital author-
ities for not appearing before
the state commission. 

A penalty of Rs 2 lakhs was
directed to be paid to the
victim’s mother within four
weeks. Of this amount, a sum
of Rs 1 lakh is to be paid by R
G Kar Hospital while  a sum
of Rs 1 lakh is to be paid by
the four accused doctors of
the same hospital who treat-
ed the victim.

Dr Kunal Saha, president,
People for Better Treatment
appeared to assist the victim’s
mother. 

Medical negligence: RG Kar, four
doctors fined by WBSCDRC
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The Inland Waterways Author-
ity of India (IWAI) under the
Ministry of Shipping is taking
initiatives to open up at least
three trade routes from Kolkata
to Nepal while Kolaghat is to
be developed as an extended
port of call to help vessels
save on time.

Talking on the sidelines of
the ‘Inland Waterways Summit’
organised by the Indian Cham-
ber of Commerce in the city
today, Pravir Pandey, chairman,
IWAI, told the Press: “We are
looking forward to opening up
more trade routes between
India and Nepal. A technical
scoping mission was under-
taken from our side in Nepal
and a team from Nepal had
arrived here for the same. I led
a high level delegation to Nepal
thereafter that comprised
members from the Ministry of

External Affairs, Customs, and
members from other depart-
ments of the Government of
India. It was agreed by both sides
that three waterways are viable
to carry goods from Kolkata to
Nepal.  The first is Kolkata to
Sahebgunj in Jharkhand via
waterways and then from
Sahebgunj to Biratnagar in
Nepal, via road. The second
option is from Kolkata to Patna
via waterways and then to
Birgunj in Nepal via road while
the third route is from Kolkata
to Varanasi via waterways and
then to Nepalgunj, via road.”

The chairman explained:
“The second aspect is there is
a clause 6 in the Indo-Nepal
Treaty of Trade and Transit of
1991 and it only allows move-
ment by road and rail from India
to Nepal. This clause is now
being amended, which is at a
very advanced stage. The Min-
istry of Commerce is taking the
lead in the amendment and has

drafted the amended clause.
It will soon see the light of day.
The third aspect in this Indo-
Nepal trade is, when the tech-
nical scoping mission visited
Nepal, it was requested from
the Ministry of Commerce in
Nepal that Gandaki River,
which flows from Nepal and
meets Ganga at Patna, also be
used as a trade route right
upto the Nepal border. We
told them that this will need
technical studies whether ships
of larger size can move in this
waterway upto Nepal.”

Mr Pandey further high-
lighted that Kolaghat is soon
to be developed as an extend-
ed port of call. He explained:
“Vessels from Bangladesh, at
present, are coming only upto
Haldia. The vessels need to wait
a long time till trucks reach Hal-
dia via Kolaghat. The trucks in
the meanwhile cause huge
road congestion. The vessels
have to wait for three days min-

imum. All these are 2000 tonne
capacity vessels. If we have a
compressor and machinery at
Kolaghat, at least 2000 tonnes
of cargo could be loaded in four
to five hours. Instead of the ves-
sels having to wait at Haldia
for three days, now they will
wait for five hours maximum.
This will save a lot of time. The
ships can come to Kolaghat
once it is operational. We have
already built a floating jetty at
Kolaghat.” 

He also added that at pre-
sent, most fly ash vessels that
dock at Haldia, are Bangladeshi
flagged ones but once Kolaghat
becomes operational, it will
have Indian flagged vessels
docking there.

It was further learnt from
the IWAI chairman that the Min-
istry of Shipping will procure
ten more vessels of various types
and then these will be leased
out for a time period of three
to five years. 

Three more trade routes to open from India to Nepal
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As part of the ongoing efforts
to promote ecologically sus-
tainable growth to generate
carbon-free clean energy and
to reduce the expenditure on
electricity, the Ordnance Fac-
tory Board (OFB) has been par-
ticipating in the National
Solar Mission with an inten-
tion to meet 45 per cent of its
total energy requirements
through the solar power route. 

Eastern Command
spokesperson today informed
that the installation of grid-
connected solar power pro-
jects in various OFB units
have resulted in generation of
approximately 14712072.14
units of electrical power till
November 2018, which was
approximately 8.24 per cent

of the total power consumed
during 2018-19. The cost of
power consumption has also
gone down significantly from
463.22 lakh during 2015-16 to
Rs 163.78 lakh during 2018-
19.

It was learnt that the OFB
has also taken big steps
towards rain water harvest-
ing. While during 2017-18,
six new building projects
were completed, the number
of projects went up to 32 dur-
ing 2018-19 and during 2019-
20, it has taken up 60 new pro-
jects.

OFB intends to meet 45 per
cent of its energy needs
through solar power route
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Armed with a fresh court
shield from any coercive
action, including arrest, by the
CBI, the former city police
commissioner, Mr Rajeev
Kumar, today made his maid-
en appearance at the agency's
offices at the CGO complex at
Salt Lake to face questioning
in connection with the
agency's ongoing Saradha
scam probe.

Mr Kumar, the current
additional director general
of police (CID) and former
head of the Special Investi-
gation Team that probed the
Saradha scam before the CBI
took over, was grilled for four
hours on the trot, according
to CBI sources.

According to the sources,
the former city police chief was
asked to clarify about the dis-
crepancies between his state-

ments recorded earlier in
Shillong and those made by
other officers who were part
of the state-appointed Special
Investigation Team (SIT).

The sources also claimed
that the officers had in their
statements made it clear that
they had acted in accordance
with instructions that came
from the top.  

A source also said that Mr
Kumar was also asked about
the inordinate delay in hand-
ing over the seizures that the
SIT had made in the case,
including the missing 'Red
diary', a pen drive and hard
disc, to the agency despite
umpteenth requests.

He was also asked how
forensic tests on the seized lap-
top that belonged to Debjani
Mukherjee, one of the key
accused, went unconducted
by the SIT and moreover, how
it could be returned to her.

Previously, after summons
were issued twice to Mr Kumar
to appear for questioning by
the CBI, the officer had writ-
ten to the agency requesting
seven days' delay.

A vacation bench of Cal-
cutta Hight Court had also pro-
vided him a breather, restrain-
ing the agency from initiat-
ing any coercive action includ-
ing arrest for a month.

Rajeev Kumar grilled by CBI for 4 hours

Higher Secondary exam:
The West Bengal Council
for Higher Secondary Edu-
cation has announced the
dates for the higher sec-
ondary examination for
2020. The HS examination
will start from 12 March
next year and end on 27
March. SNS

Woman dead: A woman
aged 69 years was found
dead in her house on Fri-
day. The deceased, Dipali
Dasgupta, wife of Mihir
Dasgupta, was found
hanging from the ceiling
fan. No external marks of
injury were noticed on
the body. The case indi-
cated an unnatural death
but no suicide note has
been found. SNS
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Chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee today demanded a colle-
gium be set up on the lines
of the Supreme Court to
appoint election commis-
sioners.

Hitting out at the 
Election Commission for 
what she alleged was its 
partisan approach during 
the Lok Sabha polls, she 
said three nominated mem-
bers of the EC should not be
given the mandate to hold
polls.

She appealed to all the
Opposition parties to unitedly
demand constitution of a
fact-finding committee to
unravel alleged EVM tam-
pering and electoral mal-
practices.

“There are numerous evi-
dences of EVM program-
ming and election malprac-
tices. We think there should
be a fact-finding committee
to unravel the tampering of
EVMs and Hawala transac-
tions. Other Opposition par-

ties should also demand it. I
will speak to the Congress
regarding this demand,” Miss
Banerjee said this at a Press
conference.

“In the Supreme Court
there is a collegium to 
decide (on appointment of
Judges). So in Election Com-
mission too there should be
a collegium to decide on
appointment of election 
commissioners. Three 
nominated members can't
have the mandate to 
conduct the polls,” she 
said.

While speaking on her
decision of not attending the
NITI Ayog meet on 15 June,
Banerjee said it is “simply use-
less” to attend the meet 
as the agenda of the meeting
is being set by the Centre with-
out consulting the states.

“They only set the agen-
da without consulting us.
And the agenda they set 
are completely unimportant
in terms of state-related 
matters. We are also not
allowed to speak,” she 
said.

CM demands collegium
to be set up on lines of 
SC to appoint ECs

ALIPURDUAR, 7 JUNE

Trinamul Congress observ-
er for Alipurduar district
Aroop Biswas today held a
review meeting over the
party’s defeat in the recent Lok
Sabha elections. 

He asked his party lead-
ers here to go to the public
as simple workers, and not
as leaders of the party, Tri-
namul Congress sources said.

Also the State Public Works
Department minister, Mr
Biswas, the observer of the
TMC for Alipurduar and Jal-
paiguri districts, arrived here
yesterday and held the review
meeting in a private hotel in
the town.

Notably, six of the seven
Trinamul MLAs in Alipurd-
uar, were invited to the review
meeting. However, the MLA
from Nagrakata, Sukra
Munda, and the MLA from
Kalchini, Wilson Champra-
mari, were not present in the
meeting, it is learnt.

The Trinamul Congress
also organised rallies in
Alipurduar block-1 and
Falakata to protest alleged
hooliganism of the BJP.

Mr Biswas also walked
with a party flag in rallies
organised by the TMC today.

“We will revive our party.
Our party leaders and work-
ers here in Alipurduar have
promised me that they could
do so and we are confident
that we will revive ourselves
here,” said Mr Biswas. the BJP
is engaging in hooliganism
everywhere in the country.
The saffron party is tortur-
ing our party men. People, in
general, are protesting this,
and now we will fight against
the BJP in the field.” SNS

TMC holds
review meet
in Alipurduar
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Police today arrested one of the
key accused in the Maniktala
lynching case, identified as
Surojit Kundu, who works as
a garment trader in the local
Harisha market. Tapas Saha,
another accused, had been
arrested yesterday.

Officers  said that Kundu was
one of the five persons against
whom an FIR was lodged.On
Wednesday, a group of people
had allegedly battered a man
to death at a club on Harish
Neogy Road at Maniktala on
the allegation of stealing a
pair of leggings. The victim was
forcibly dragged out of an auto
in which he was travelling
with a bundle of clothes.  He
was asked to show the receipt
for the clothes, which he could
not. The assailants had dragged
him to a club nearby, where he
was allegedly battered to death.

Later, police identitied the
deceased as Ratan Karmakar,
a resident of Adi Saptagram  of
Hooghly, who also worked as
a garment seller in Harisha mar-
ket. After scanning CCTV fo-
otage, police had identified Ta-
pas Saha as one of those inv-
olved and arrested him.          SNS

Maniktala
lynching: Cops
arrest one more
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The city can expect relief
from the summer heat over
the next few days, during
which the maximum and
minimum temperature will 
range between 31.3 degree
Celsius and 27.5 degree Cel-
sius, according to the fore-
cast put out by the Alipore
meteorological office. 

The average humidity has
been predicted at a maximum
of 92 per cent and mini-
mum of 75 per cent, with light
rainfall likely to be accom-
panied by thunderstorm. 

The city sky remained
covered with clouds today
while the wind speed was
recorded at 9.3 kmph, from
the south-east direction. 

The state is set to witness
a full scale monsoon in the

coming days, with light 
to moderate rainfall expect-
ed till 12 June, with lightning
likely at one or two places in
the southern districts. 

According to the weath-
er predictions for the next few
days on the Meteorology
department’s website, light
to moderate rainfall with
thunder is very likely in 
the northern districts, espe-
cially in the five districts of
Darjeeling,  Jalpaiguri,
Kalimpong, Alipurduar and
Cooch Behar. 

These districts may also
witness heavy rain on 10
and 11 of June, as per the Met
department. 

Due to strong pressure gra-
dient and cyclonic circula-
tion over Northwest Bay of
Bengal, fishermen have been
advised not to venture out
to sea on 8 June.

Heat expected to
beat a retreat

Solar power projects in
various OFB units have
resulted in generation of
8.24 per cent of the
total power consumed
during 2018-19


