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This (harassing) was being done as part of a vendetta
against Akali workers and leaders and to browbeat
them into supporting the Congress

AKALI DAL PRESIDENT SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL
WARNING PUNJAB POLICE TO STOP �HARASSING AND THREATENING� HIS PARTY WORKERS 
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T
he first half of the state
Assembly session was
rocked by a joint
protest of Congress

Legislature Party (CLP) mem-
bers and Left Front MLAs
leading to a walkout by Oppo-

sition members and staying
away from the House in the
second half today. The Oppo-
sition legislators were up in
arms over extortion in college
admission. Amidst the din,
minister of state for health,
Chandrima Bhattacharya said
that one of the hunger strik-
ers, Debasis Barman, has

received medical treatment
and has gone back to the hos-
tel. Shouting slogans against
the ruling party for its failure

to stop extortion in the under
graduate admission course, the
Congress and front legislators
walked out of the House. After

sitting at the foot of the stat-
ue of B R Ambedkar for some-
time, the group led by leader
of the Oppostion, Abdul Man-

nan and  senior CPI-M MLA,
Sujan Chakraborty accused the
state government of not run-
ing the state’s education sys-

tem properly. 
Announcing a boycott of

the House for the day, the
leader of the Opposition said
that an adjournment motion
to discuss the college admis-
sion problem leading to 60,000
seats remaining vacant in
under graudate courses was
pending. Things have come
to such a pass that chief min-
ister after criticising the stu-
dents-wing of her party was
compelled to visit a college
campus though there is a
cabinet minister for education.

Moreover, commissioner
of police, Kolkata also had to
visit a college, leader of the
Opposition said. Men in uni-
form stood at the college gates
apart from students to nab
extortionists though their
presence hardly made  a dif-
ference, he said.

Congress Legislature Party members, Left Front MLAs walkout over extortion in college admission

Jt protest in House over college admission
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The state government is con-
sidering doing away with
no-detention policy in school
education, state education
minister Partha Chatterjee
said at the state Assembly
today. The minister also
admitted that admission by
lottery at the primary level
is leading to deterioration of
merit and an “in between”
way of admission has to be

devised.
Chatterjee said during

the day that the state has
formed an expert commit-
tee to look into the possibil-
ity of reintroducing the “pass-
fail” system in the state-run
schools which will submit its
report soon. Asked why no
educaiotnists have found
place in it, the minister
replied that their opinions
have already been taken and
they have given different
views. 

The erstwhile Left Front
government had abolished
the “pass-fail” system or no
detention of students till
Class 8, in 2010. It led to
widespread protest but there
was no rollback of the deci-
sion.

After the committee sub-
mits its report, it will be dis-
cussed with chief minister
Mamata Banerjee and a final
decision will be taken, the
education minister said. The
state government is yet to

decide from which class it will
be implemented, he added.

Union HRD Minister
Prakash Javadekar had said
on different occasions that
the Centre will introduce a
detention policy for students
in classes 5 and 8 with sup-
port from different states.

A new system of evalua-
tion of students would be
devised, the minister said.
Nearly100 English and Ben-
gali medium schools will be
either set up or upgraded, he 

State likely to get rid of �pass-fail system� in schools
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West Bengal minister-in-
charge, department of cor-
rectional administration, Ujjal
Biswas today said that using
of “wireless communication
device” inside the jail is strict-
ly prohibited and the user of
those devices shall be pun-
ished with imprisonment for
a period which may extend
from three to five years. 

While introducing the West
Bengal Correctional Service
(Amendment) Bill, 2018, at the
Assembly, Mr Biswas said
any “wireless communica-
tion device”, including mobile
phone, wi-fi for personal
computer, tablet, personal
computer, laptop, palmtop,
is strictly prohibited inside the
jail. “Use of such devices for
any form of communication
like verbal, e-mail, short mes-
sage service (SMS), multi-
media message service (MMS)
will be treated as a criminal
offence,” he said. 

He said if any prisoner is
found guilty of possessing or
operating any wireless com-
munication device or its com-
ponents like SIM card, mem-
ory card, battery or charger
or any other component of
such device or if the prison-
er willfully participates or
connives entry into or dispatch
from the correctional home
or instigates the supply there-
of, he shall be punished with

imprisonment for a period
which may extend to three
years or with fine or with
both. 

Mr Biswas said the process
has been started to separate
the correctional home’s under
trial inmates, especially those
who are accused in less seri-
ous cases from the inmates,
who are accused in major
crimes. 

Few days ago, a city-based
contractual doctor was arrest-
ed for allegedly trying to
smuggle mobile phones, nar-
cotics, alcohol and razor
blades into Kolkata’s Alipore
Central Correctional Home. 

The accused, Dr Amitab-
ha Chowdhury, a medical
professional, who is a retired
Army doctor, was caught red-
handed and the incident hit
the headlines. 

The police recovered five
packets of marijuana and
four to five litres of alcohol
besides 35 cell phones, charg-
ers and Rs 1.46 lakh in cash,
from his possession. 

Mr Biswas, said a high-level
inquiry has been ordered into
the incident. Following the
information of inmates keep-
ing cell phones and drugs
with them, the minister-in-
charge had asked the guards
of different correctional homes
to intensify vigil. He appre-
hended earlier of some insid-
ers’ involvement and his
apprehension came true as the
incident happened. 

NEW DELHI, 23 JULY

With several members in the
Lok Sabha expressing appre-
hension over the govern-
ment move to replace the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) by a new body with two
separate autonomous wings,
HRD minister Prakash
Javadekar said on Monday
that the new body will be
autonomous with two sep-
arate wings ~ one for regu-
latory functions and the other
for providing grants to high-
er education institutions.

“We are not converting the
UGC into a bureaucratic
body. It will be autonomous.
We will only change the
name. It has to concentrate
on quality of education and
maintenance of standards,”
Javadekar said replying to
queries by some members
over the government bring-
ing in the Higher Education
Commission of India Bill,
2018, that seeks to repeal
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) Act, 1956.

The minister said the UGC
was created in 1956, when the
country had 20 universities,
500 colleges and around
2,00,000 students. But now
there were 900 universities,
40,000 colleges and over 3.5
crore students in the coun-
try.

The new Act proposes to
establish the Higher Educa-
tion Commission ostensibly
to improve the quality of
higher education in the coun-
try and bring it at par with
international standards.

K.C. Venugopal of the
Congress asked the govern-
ment if it had sought opin-
ions from stakeholders and
the public before bringing in
changes. Javadekar said the
ministry had received “10,000
reactions” from different
people and the government
was reviewing them. SNS

�Proposed higher
education
panel to be
autonomous�
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Cricticising the recent inci-
dent of lynching by self-
proclaimed ‘Gau Rakshaks’
(cow vigilantes) in Alwar
district of Rajasthan, Ben-
gal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee today slammed
BJP for bringing a bad name
to Hinduism and urged
senior leaders to control
their partymen instead of giv-
ing statements in the Par-
liament against lynching
and vigilantism.

Quoting Union home
minister Rajnath Singh’s
speech on acting against
cow vigilantes during the
debate on no-confidence
motion three days back,
Miss Banerjee said con-
demning lynching in Par-
liament is not enough. “Char-
ity begins at home. Why is
Mr Singh condemning such
act in the Parliament and not
doing anything to control his
party leaders? They (read BJP)
are doing ‘adharma’ in the
name of ‘dharma'. I appeal
to all political leaders and the
common citizens to stop
such acts immediately,” said
Miss Banerjee while leaving
Nabanna this evening.   

Miss Banerjee said she
considers cow as ‘gau mata’
and respects it. “Some
extremist religious groups are
engaging in hatred cam-
paigns and taking the law in
their own hands. They are
lynching people,” she said,
adding that if a similar sit-
uation happens in her state
she would not tolerate it. 

Slamming the BJP for
defaming Hindus, Miss
Banerjee said: “We don't
need to take lessons from
them (read BJP) for proving
that we are Hindus. Hin-
duism is a universal religion.
Our religion teaches us tol-
erance. It does not teach us
to murder a person from
another religion. If we can
respect all religious then
why can’t they (read BJP)?”
she said. SNS
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The Parliament today passed
a Bill proposing to grant a party
the right to seek damages
from the other side in case of
a breach of a business con-
tract and to reduce discretion
of courts in such matters.

The Specific Relief (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2018, which was
passed in the Lok Sabha in
March, was cleared in the
Upper House by a voice vote
this afternoon.

The Bill aims to tweak a 54-
year-old law that deals with
specific fulfilment of a 
contract, as part of the gov-
ernment’s ease of doing busi-
ness policy.

Responding to queries by
some members, law minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad said:
“Today the world has changed,
India has changed. When the
Bill was enacted, refusal of
injuction was the norm. Even

if a contractor runs away,
you could not do anything.
You could take only dam-
age.”

Now, such a stringent pro-
vision of law is creating prob-
lem for the Centre, the state
governments and private par-
ties, he said, adding “it was
not in sync with modern
needs.”

The Bill aims at the exact
fulfilment of an obligation or
specific performance of the
contract rather than grant
of a general relief or damages
or compensation. The Specific
Relief Act has not been amend-

ed since its inception.
Oberving that there was

more FDI flowing in the infra-
structure sector and public pri-
vate partnership (PPP) model
had become a norm, the
minister asked “should this
1963 law be a roadblock in the
process?”

“This Bill is an agent to
recognise the changing needs
of India in infrastructure,
railway , education, health-
care, cold chains,” he said and
added that the amendments
to the law have been proposed
after consulting state gov-
ernments.

The law has been made
tough, Prasad said, adding this
was because “we are trying to
make in India the execution
of contracts more sobre and
more responsible.” A provi-
sion for special courts has also
been made as “infrastruc-
ture is important then faster
adjudication of disputes
becomes a pre-condition.”
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The Calcutta High Court
today quashed the West Ben-
gal  Medical  Council’s
(WBMC) decision to reject
the names of two doctors,
including the US-based NRI
Kunal Saha and Tripti Das,
as contestants for the coun-
cil’s election, and directed the
council to include their
names in the ballot papers.

Interestingly, WBMC has
already completed the elec-
tion process and send bal-
lot papers to around 4,7000
registered doctors as elec-
torate.

Both Dr Saha and Dr Das
moved the HC challenging
WBMC’s decision to reject
their names as contestants
in the election that is held
after every five years.

“Calcutta HC today direct-
ed WBMC to change their bal-
lot papers and include our
names as contestants for
the council election. While
allowing our petitions, Jus-
tice Tapabrato Chakraborty
quashed the order passed by
WBMC rejecting our nomi-

nations only few weeks ago
on the ground that our last
name should have written
first, i.e. Dr Das’s name
should have been written as
“Das Tripti” as it is written
on her registration certificate
instead of “Tripti Das” as
she wrote in her nomination
paper.

“In addition to this, WBMC
also claimed that my nom-
ination form was rejected
because I had sent the appli-
cation with electronic sig-
nature”. 

“In the court today WBMC
advocate Saibalendu
Bhowmik pleaded that I
should not be allowed to
contest election because I’m
a US citizen,” Dr Saha said.

Manas Chakraborty,
WBMC secretary, told The
Statesman, “I have heard
about the HC directive to
include the names of Dr
Saha and Dr Das in the bal-
lot papers as contestants in
the election. But I am yet to
get any official copy of the
order. I will have to  print 
fresh ballot papers if the HC
asks us to include their
names.”
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The Supreme Court today
sought response from the
Centre on a fresh plea chal-
lenging practices of polygamy
and ‘nikah halala’ among
Muslims, as it referred the mat-
ter to a constitution bench that
has been already asked to
hear a batch of similar peti-
tions.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Dipak Misra and jus-
tices A M Khanwilkar and D
Y Chandrachud considered the
submissions of senior advo-
cate Vikas Singh and lawyer
Ashwini Upadhyay that the
petition be listed before a
five-judge constitution bench
for final adjudication.

The apex court issued
notice to the Centre on the
petition filed by one Farjana
and tagged the matter along
with a batch of petitions to be
heard by the constitution
bench.

“Petitioner is filing this
petition under Article 32 of the
Constitution seeking a writ,
order or direction in the nature
of mandamus to declare
polygamy and nikah halala,
practiced in Muslim com-
munity, illegal and uncon-
stitutional for being viola-
tive of Articles 14, 15, 21 and

25 of the Constitution,” the plea
said.

The petition further sought
a declaration that extra-judi-
cial talaq is a cruelty under Sec-
tion 498A of the IPC, nikah
halala is an offence under
Section 375 of the IPC, and
polygamy is an offence under
Section 494 of the IPC, 1860.

The apex court, which on
August 22 last year had banned
the age-old practice of instant
'triple talaq' among Sunni
Muslims, had on March 26 this
year decided to refer to a
larger bench a batch of pleas
challenging the constitutional
validity of polygamy and
'nikah halala' among Muslims.

While polygamy allows a

Muslim man to have four
wives, 'nikah halala' is a
process in which a Muslim
woman, who wants to re-
marry her husband after
divorce, has to first marry
another person and get a
divorce from the second per-
son after the consummating
the marriage.

The pleas were referred to
a larger bench by the Supreme
Court after an earlier five-judge
constitution bench, in its
2017 verdict, had kept open
the issue of polygamy and
'nikah halala', while quash-
ing the practice of 'triple
talaq'.

It had also issued notices
to the Law and Justice Min-
istry, the Minority Affairs
Ministry and the National
Commission of Women
(NCW) at that time.

Some petitions have also
challenged the practices of
'Nikah Mutah' and 'Nikah
Misyar' -- two types of tem-
porary marriages where dura-
tion of the relationship is
specified and agreed upon in
advance.

In one of the petitions,
one Sameena Begum has said
that by virtue of Muslim Per-
sonal Law and Section 494 of
the Indian Penal Code (mar-
rying again during lifetime of
husband or wife) was rendered

inapplicable to Muslims and
no married woman from the
community has the avenue of
filing a complaint against her
husband for the offence of
bigamy.

Another plea was filed by
one Rani alias Sabnam who
alleged that she and her three
minor kids have been thrown
out of the matrimonial home
after her husband re-mar-
ried. She has sought that the
practices of polygamy and
'nikah halala' among Muslims
be declared as unconstitu-
tional.

A similar plea was filed by
Delhi-based Nafisa Khan
seeking almost same reliefs.

She has sought to declare
the Dissolution of Muslim
Marriages Act, 1939, as uncon-
stitutional and violative of
Articles 14, 15, 21 and 25
(freedom of conscience and
free profession, practice and
propagation of religion) of the
Constitution in so far as it fails
to secure for Indian Muslim
women the protection from
bigamy which has been statu-
torily secured for women in
India belonging to other reli-
gions. The top court had also
allowed Muslim Women Resis-
tance Committee, Kolkata to
file an application for
impleadment as a party in the
hearing.

Jail term for those
using wireless
devices inside jail
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Gitanjali Gems promoter
Mehul Choksi, a key accused
in the multi-crore PNB scam,
today moved a special court
here seeking cancellation of
non-bailable warrants issued
against him, claiming that he
apprehends mob lynching if
he is brought to India.

A special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court had in March
and July this year issued
non-bailable warrants against
Choksi after it took cognisance
of the charge sheet filed by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in the case.

Choksi, in his applica-
tion moved before the spe-
cial PMLA court, claimed he
faces a threat to his life not
only from his former employ-
ees and debtors but also
from jail staff and inmates
(where he would be launched
if he returns). “As it became

impossible for the appli-
cant's company to function
and the employees were not
paid their salaries and debtors
did not get their money back,
all these persons have become
agitated against the applicant
and he is now facing threat
to his life,” the application
said.

“There have been various
cases of mob lynching in
India. This recent trend of
mob lynching and general
public giving justice on the
road is growing. Even the
applicant faces a similar
threat,” it claimed. 

Choksi also faces a threat
of extortion by jail staff, and
danger to his life by jail
inmates if he is brought to
India and lodged in a prison
here, the application said. It
claimed that Choksi never
shied away from the inves-
tigation and has responded
to all the communication
he received from the inves-
tigating agencies.

�BJP bringing
bad name to
Hinduism�

Choksi seeks cancellation of
NBWs, cites fear of lynching

Parl passes Bill on damages
for breach of biz contract

Bill aims at tweaking a
54-year-old law that
deals with specific 
fulfilment of a 
contract, as part of
the government�s
ease of doing 
business policy

Calcutta HC quashes
WBMC decision on
council election

Polygamy plea referred to constitution bench

AGAINST MOBO-CRACY

Activists take part in a protest against mob lynchings in Ahmedabad on Monday. �AFP


