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Lancet questions MCI conduct, calls for revamp
Sushmi Dey | TNN | Apr 9, 2016, 01.40 AM IST
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According to sources, the plan includes capping a
member's term in the council to a maximum of two terms, each of five years.
NEW DELHI: After a parliamentary panel's report calling for reform, it is the turn of the international scientific
community and healthcare experts to red flag the functioning of the Medical Council of India (MCI). A latest
report in 'Lancet', a medical journal, has expressed concerns about the council and the state of regulation of
medical education in India. 

Referring to several observations in the parliamentary standing committee report submitted in the Rajya Sabha
in March, the Lancet report said it called for "a shake-up of medical education and regulatory systems". It said
the future of medical education would depend on the health ministry's response to suggestions made in the
report.

Highlighting the long pending government proposal for setting up a National Commission for Human
Resources for Health, the Lancet report said, "Medical regulation reached a low ebb when MCI president Ketan
Desai was arrested on bribery charges in 2010."
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Earlier this month, the British Medical Journal (BMJ) called for a 'radical prescription' to reform the MCI.

The parliamentary standing committee in its report had criticised the MCI acting "against larger public health
goals." It also described the council as an "exclusive club" of medical doctors from corporate hospitals and
private practice.
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Following the parliamentary standing committee report, the health ministry is learnt to have drawn a detailed
planned for revamp of MCI. According to sources, the plan includes capping a member's term in the council to
a maximum of two terms, each of five years.

The proposal, drafted by the health ministry based on recommendations of an expert committee, has been sent
to the parliamentary standing committee on health for its suggestions.
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Delhi hit-and-run case: Police arrest car owner
Delhi Police arrested the Mercedes car owner whose minor son allegedly knocked dead a 32-year-old
marketing executive in north Delhi's Civil Lines area.
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Shani temple lifts ban on women
Prasad Joshi | TNN | Apr 9, 2016, 01.25 AM IST

Women entered Shani Shingnapur temple and
offered prayers breaking the tradition followed for several decades,... Read More
SHANI SHINGNAPUR: A 400-year-old tradition of not allowing women the right to offer prayers at the
'chauthara' (sacred platform) or touch the deity at the Shani Shingnapur temple in Ahmednagar district of
Maharashtra came to an end on Friday. 

Pushpak Kewadkar and Priyanaka Jagtap, two women activists from Bhumata Mahila Brigade, a splinter group
of the Trupti Desai-led Bhumata Ranaragini Brigade, climbed to the platform and performed a puja around 5



pm.

Desai, who has been spreading the campaign for entry of female devotees at Shani Shingnapur and other shrines
in the state for six months, reached the temple with her supporters at 6.30 pm. 

As she offered milk and oil to the idol a few women, mostly villagers, wept over seeing the end of a "tradition
they were proud of".

Villagers had foiled attempts by several women activists to enter the restricted area before and on April 2,
despite a high court ruling on March 30. But the old tradition of performing an 'abhishek' using holy water on
Gudi Padwa hastened matters. 

Just the start, say women activists

Within a few hours of the trustees allowing all devotees access to the chauthara (a platform where the deity
stands), women rights' activists raced to Shani Shingnapur temple on Friday.

Friday is also Gudi Padwa, the Marathi new year, and a larger group of men, who had brought water from
Varanasi and the Godavari river, arrived at the temple to perform the abhishek for the deity on the auspicious
occasion. 

What began with a determination by this group to not give up the Jal Puja tradition ended in giving women
access to the 'chauthara' in Shani Shingnapur once the men forcibly entered the restricted area which the temple
trust had said was out-of-bounds for both men and women.

The temple's spokesperson Anil Darandale said villagers were keen on the abhishek and had gathered near the
temple in large numbers since 7.30 am.

The temple's management and district administration tried to defuse the tension, but the trustees and villagers
stuck to their stands during discussions. The men barged into the temple after talks with the trustees, the district
administration and police officials had failed.

The trustees, who had announced a few weeks ago that these rituals had been cancelled, did not act when the
group performed the abhishek. Soon after, the trustees met and announced unrestricted entry to all devotees,
men and women, falling in line with the Bombay high court's directive on March 30.

"The aggression shown by the villagers forced us to allow women access to the prohibited area of the shrine. If
we had not taken such a stand, it would mean contempt of the court," Nanasaheb Bankar, vice-president of
Shani Shingnapur temple trust said on Friday.

He said all devotees would be allowed to climb to the chauthara where the deity stands.
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CWC team to prepare ground report
TNN | Apr 9, 2016, 01.22 AM IST

NEW DELHI: The Centre will send a team of the central water commission (CWC) to all drought-affected
areas across the country to assess availability of water and prepare reports based on the information so that
states can prioritise use of the scarce resource in summer.

One such central team is already visiting the water-starved Latur district in Marathwada region of Maharashtra.

President Pranab Mukherjee, at the concluding ceremony of the India Water Week, suggested that locally
feasible technologies should urgently be introduced in water deficit areas.
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Shift NIT out of J&K, say protesting students
M Saleem Pandit & Shoeb Khan | TNN | Apr 9, 2016, 01.20 AM IST

One of the biggest contingents of outstation
students in NIT Srinagar is from Rajasthan.
SRINAGAR/JAIPUR: Even as outstation students at National Institute of Technology (NIT) Srinagar continued
to boycott classes on Friday demanding that the institute be shifted out of J&K, their parents are getting anxious
about their safety in the campus.

On Friday evening, J&K deputy CM Nirmal Singh, education minister Naeem Akhtar and NIT director Rajesh



Gupta held a meeting with the representatives of outstation students to defuse the crisis which engulfed the
institute following clashes between local and non-local students over India's defeat to West Indies in T20 World
Cup semis last week.

Far away in Jaipur, parents of many students who are from Rajasthan held a protest against the J&K
government for the police lathicharge in the campus on Tuesday and the authorities' reluctance to send students
back to their respective hometowns. "I want my son back. I have sent him to become an engineer, not to become
a victim of our government's failure on Kashmir," said Kailash Meena.

One of the biggest contingents of outstation students in NIT Srinagar is from Rajasthan. A list of 321 students
from Rajasthan was submitted to the HRD ministry team that visited the campus on Wednesday. A first year
student from Jaipur, Rajkumar Jangid, told TOI, "The HRD team has failed to instil a sense of confidence in us.
We want our state government to send buses or planes to ferry us back to our respective cities."

Students from other states have also submitted applications to the HRD ministry delegation, asking it to make
suitable arrangements for their return.
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Two groups of students clashed at Panjab University, 1 student got injured in the firing.
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Delhi Police arrested the Mercedes car owner whose minor son allegedly knocked dead a 32-year-old
marketing executive in north Delhi's Civil Lines area.
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Axe Srinagar NIT bosses, demands Dinanath Batra
TNN | Apr 9, 2016, 01.13 AM IST

Police and CRPF deployed at National Institute
of Technology following tension between local and non-local stu... Read More



NEW DELHI: Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan Nyas (SSUN), an RSS outfit run by Dinanath Batra, has written to
Prime Minister, home minister and HRD minister demanding a high-level inquiry into the events at NIT,
Srinagar, immediate sacking of director and registrar, and also action against students who raised anti-India
slogans and raised Pakistani flags. 

"If immediate action is not taken, anti-national forces will get a fillip and nationalistic forces will be
discouraged," it said. 

SSUN also said that anti-national forces appear to have got encouragement after the JNU incident .

It has also asked some questions related to the incident at NIT. One, who called police inside the campus. Two,
who gave the permission to lathicharge 'nationalist' students. Three, why are 'nationalist' students being kept
hostage. Four, why is media being barred from entering the campus.

SSUN said that what happened on March 31 at NIT was unacceptable. "Those who raised slogans in favour of
India were lathicharged by J&K police and threatened by local students and few faculty members."

It said that 'nationalist' students were not being allowed to put their version in the public domain.
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Delhi Police arrested the Mercedes car owner whose minor son allegedly knocked dead a 32-year-old
marketing executive in north Delhi's Civil Lines area.
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BJP tries its own social engineering
TNN | Apr 9, 2016, 12.43 AM IST

The BJP has replaced the chiefs of five state
units.



NEW DELHI: BJP on Friday replaced the chiefs of five state units, with party president Amit Shah choosing a
"backward" tea vendor Keshav Prasad Maurya to head the party in Uttar Pradesh while completing the
rehabilitation of former Karnataka chief minister B S Yeddyurappa by giving him the reins of the organisation
in the state. 

In another interesting choice, Shah gave the charge of Punjab to Union minister Vijay Sampla, a Dalit who
worked as a loader in a mandi before going to the Gulf as a plumber. 

Maurya, Yeddyurappa (both OBCs) and Sampla have succeeded their Brahmin colleagues Lakshmi Kant
Bajpai, Prahlad Joshi and Kamal Sharma, in what marks a conscious effort by the leadership to extend the party
beyond its traditional constituency. 

Shah nominated another OBC member, K Laxman, as president of the unit in Telangana, the country's youngest
state. Former party MP Tapir Gao was appointed the new BJP chief in Arunachal Pradesh.

Maurya, who represents Phulpur, is a Kushwaha, a horticulturalist caste belonging to the OBC category which
was key to BJP's political ascendancy in the crucial state in the 1990s. Selecting an OBC worker, who has been
with the RSS, may also help the party dodge the difficult choice of having to choose between Brahmins and
Thakurs, the two dominant upper castes which broke for the party massively in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls and
have often been at odds in UP politics.

In picking Maurya, BJP also seems to have reckoned that his being a Kushwaha, a caste not known for
militancy which observers usually associate with dominant backwards like Yadavs, may not grate the
sensitivities of upper castes and even the party's new focus, Dalits. His membership of RSS, of course, is
another advantage.

The appointment of Yeddyurappa completes the rehabilitation of the former CM, who was a big factor in the
party's success in installing the first saffron government in south India, but whose position diminished because
of corruption cases and manoeuvers of factional rivals. Yeddyurappa, who left the party to float his own outfit,
came back to the fold before the LS elections, helping Narendra Modi win a majority of seats in the Congress-
ruled state.

Although he felt more comfortable under the Modi-Shah regime, relief from court in corruption cases appears to
have helped with his return to pre-eminence in the state BJP. Importantly, his return coincides with indications
of growing disappointment with Congress. The party will expect "Yeddy" to deliver support from fellow
Lingayats, the single largest caste which accounts for 17% of the population.
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Former home secretary 'gagged' from questioning India's secularism
Priyanka Kakodkar | TNN | Apr 9, 2016, 12.24 AM IST

File photo of former Union home secretary
Madhav Godbole.
MUMBAI: The abrupt cancellation of a hard-hitting lecture on the lack of secularism in the country, which was
to be delivered by former Union home secretary Madhav Godbole at Mantralaya on April 4, has raised
questions about whether the organisers felt uncomfortable about its content, which included criticism of the ban
on cow slaughter. 

The event had been organised by the Maharashtra branch of Indian Institute of Public Administration (IIPA), an

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Priyanka-Kakodkar-479239567.cms


independent body.

Sources said Godbole was invited to deliver the B G Deshmukh memorial lecture by state chief secretary
Swadheen Kshatriya, the honorary chairman of IIPA's state wing. Godbole has delivered the B G Deshmukh
memorial lecture twice before. This time, he chose the topic 'Is India a Secular Nation?', an issue also dealt with
in his forthcoming book. He was asked for a copy of his speech in advance to circulate among audience
members, as is the practice. This was sent to the organisers on March 11, sources said.

However, on April 1, Godbole was informed that the lecture had been cancelled as it coincided with the
ongoing budget session of the assembly. However, the date for the event had been picked by the organisers, who
are expected to be aware of the state government's schedule. 

When contacted, Kshatriya said, "The lecture has been postponed since IAS officers would not have been able
to attend." When told it had, in fact, been cancelled, he added, "I will find out the details after the assembly
session." He also pointed out that the event had been organised by the IIPA, not the state government. 

TOI has accessed a copy of the speech, in which Godbole writes "the concept of secularism has lost all
credibility". "It is disconcerting that in recent times, serious questions are being raised about India's secularism.
It is for the first time since Independence that the 'Hindu Rashtra' ideology is being talked about so openly,
defiantly and persistently," he adds. 

It lists several signposts which "raise serious doubts" about India's secularism, the including the destruction of
the Babri masjid, the anti-Sikh riots in Delhi, the 1992-93 Mumbai riots and the post-Godhra violence.

"The demolition of the Babri Masjid is a shameful chapter in India's recent history, raising serious doubts about
its secularism," he says. About the Gujarat riots, he says, "The Godhra riots were qualitatively different in that it
was state-sponsored violence against the minorities." The anti-Sikh riots, he says, were all the more shocking
since they took place under the "benign leadership of the central government". The speech is critical of
successive governments for failing to take action against perpetrators of communal violence.

"What is striking is the total lack of political will on the part of all political parties to address these critical
issues, raising serious doubts about their real commitment to secularism, whatever may be the rhetoric indulged
in by them for public consumption," it says.

Pointing out that the ban on cow slaughter is not in keeping with secularism, he says, "Particularly after the BJP
government came to power in the Centre in 2014, the demand for banning cow slaughter has gained strength.
Effectively, 'ban the beef' has become the national motto and another potent instrument in the hands of extremist
elements to disturb the peace and communal harmony of the country."
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Dress code: 52% of voters support Bengaluru professor's comment
TNN | Apr 8, 2016, 11.15 PM IST

NEW DELHI: Professor of a prestigious law college in Bengaluru is facing students' wrath for rebuking a girl
student who wore shorts to his class. The professor asked the girl to 'dress properly', leading to protests from the
college students.

With the professor's action making headlines, we decided to conduct an online poll to see what is the take of our
readers on the issue.



A majority of respondetns think that teachers are right in asking students to 'dress properly' before coming to the
class.

NLSIU professor shames girl over shorts, students up in arms

An inappropriate remark by a professor at the prestigious National Law School of India University, Bengaluru,
to a third-year student has touched off a virtual war.The incident took place on April 4.
We asked our readers 'Did the Bengaluru professor overstep when he commented on his female student's
clothes?'

A total of 12470 readers participated in the poll. 52 per cent (6581) of the respondents felt that the professor was
right in asking the girl to dress properly.

However, 41 per cent (5133) of the respondents did not support the professor's action.

Seven per cent (756) of the voters were idecisive on the issue.

The incident, that took place on April 4 in Bengaluru's National Law School of India University, touched off a
virtual war on the campus.

Following this, to express solidarity with the girl and as a mark of protest, students wore shorts to the
professor's class.

The students allege that when they approached the teacher concerned for a discussion, they were once rebuked
and asked other untoward questions.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/NLSIU-professor-shames-girl-over-shorts-students-up-in-arms/articleshow/51735452.cms
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Bihar booze ban: Dry with no high, 750 fall ill, 1 even eats soap for a buzz

Students clash at Panjab University, 1 hurt in firing
Two groups of students clashed at Panjab University, 1 student got injured in the firing.

Delhi hit-and-run case: Police arrest car owner
Delhi Police arrested the Mercedes car owner whose minor son allegedly knocked dead a 32-year-old
marketing executive in north Delhi's Civil Lines area.
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DG Vanzara returns home after 9 years, announces entry into public
life
PTI | Apr 8, 2016, 11.03 PM IST

Vanzara waves to supporters after arriving at
Sardar Patel International Airport in Ahmedabad.
GANDHINAGAR: Retired IPS officer DG Vanzara, who is out on bail in Ishrat Jahan alleged fake encounter
case, on Friday returned home after nine years and announced that he will enter public life.

Vanzara, a key accused in the alleged fake encounters of Ishrat Jahan, Soharabuddin Sheikh and Tulsi Prajapati,



was given a grand welcome by his family members and well-wishers here.

The CBI court had last week relaxed bail conditions by allowing him to enter and stay in Gujarat.

At a welcome function held at the Town Hall here, Vanzara said it was the beginning of his public life and he
would fight for the rights of the people.

Using the analogy of cricket, Vanzara said, "I am retired, but not tired. My first innings is over, but my second
and most important innings starts now. Till now, I was fielding. Now, the bat is in my hand. I will bat and those
who conspired against me and other innocent officers will have to field. I will make them run hard."

"As an officer in the past, I used to be with needy people to understand and solve their problems rather than sit
in air-conditioned cabin. Once again, I will stand with such people and try to solve their problems. I hereby
announce that I have entered in public life from today," he said.

After remaining in jail for eight years, Vanzara walked out of Sabarmati prison in February 2015 after he was
granted bail in the Ishrat Jahan case on condition that he will not enter Gujarat. Since then, he was living in
Mumbai.

The former officer, who retired in 2014 while in jail, also claimed that there was an urgent need to change the
prevailing situation in Gujarat as well as in India. He also called for a mass movement to uproot corruption and
inflation.

"I am not happy with the prevalent situation in India and Gujarat. There is an urgent need to change it. If the
government does not support people, then it is not possible to bring development. There is a need to start a
people's movement to bring development," he said, addressing a gathering of around 3,000 people.

Accusing politicians of being 'real anti-nationals', Vanzara held them responsible for putting him and many
other police officers in Gujarat in jails in fake encounter cases.

"We can save India from terrorism. We can also save our country from the attacks of China or Pakistan. But, it
is difficult to save India from anti-national politicians. Due to them, officers like us have spend eight years in
jail. These traitor politicians conspired against us for their own political gains," he added.

Vanzara was arrested on April 24, 2007 by CID crime in connection with the 2005 Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake
encounter case.

In September 2014, the Mumbai court had given bail to Vanzara in the Soharabuddin Sheikh and Tulsi Prajapati
alleged fake encounter cases, a year before he was granted bail in Ishrat case. 
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Bihar booze ban: Dry with no high, 750 fall ill, 1 even eats soap for a buzz

Delhi hit-and-run case: Police arrest car owner
Delhi Police arrested the Mercedes car owner whose minor son allegedly knocked dead a 32-year-old
marketing executive in north Delhi's Civil Lines area.

If water crisis continues, surgery wards will have to be closed:
Latur doctors
Severe drought condition in Maharashtra is leading to public health crisis, threatening the health of
around five lakh people in Latur.
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