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Malda: Cops on Sunday morn-
ing organized a kangaroo court
at the English Bazaar police
station to provide ‘justice’ to a
15-year-old girl, who was alleg-
edly molested and beaten up by
a gang of rowdies in a village
fair a couple of days back. 

With the help of the police,
the accused, who were ‘re-
quested’ to attend the meet
aimed at ‘settling the issue’,
had reportedly offered money
to the girl to withdraw her com-
plaint. The court was ‘ad-
journed’ and two accused ar-
rested after the SP and
mediapersons intervened.
Three more accused, however,
scampered away.

On Friday, the girl had gone
to a fair where she was alleged-
ly taunted and teased by a
group of youths. When she pro-
tested, the group allegedly
roughed her up in front of hun-
dreds of Eid revellers. She
somehow managed to free her-
self from them. Her father
lodged a complaint against Aj-
mal Sk, Jabber Sk, Meghu Sk,
Inatul Sk and Kamal Hossain.

On Saturday, a police team
led by SI Prangopal Jha visited
the village and instead of ar-
resting the accused, asked
them to reach the police station
the next day to settle the matter. 

Accordingly, a kangaroo
court was held, which was at-
tended by the accused, the sur-
vivor and her family members
and not less than 50 villagers.
Left red-faced, cops tried to
label it as a ‘counselling ses-
sion’ before the media. “If any
cop is found guilty, he will be
punished,” SP Prasun Baner-
jee said.

Cops’ ‘justice’:
Kangaroo

court for teen
molest victim
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Kolkata: Dr Arunima Sen, 31, a pae-
diatrician of BC Roy Hospital, died in
ahospital at Alipore on March 5, 2014.
She had a laparoscopic dye test for ab-
dominal pain. Her husband Somraj
Sen, who had filed a complaint with
Alipore police, claimed she died of
medical negligence. Sen and his fa-
ther-in-law Dr Ardhendu Narayan
Ghosh had also lodged a complaint
with the West Bengal Medical Coun-
cil (WBMC). 

They were present at a seminar
on Sunday, organized by People for
Better Treatment (PBT) on medical
negligence, to highlight how Dr Sen
died of medical negligence. Sen and
Ghosh added that WBMC was not
keen on taking their complaint, as it

was already dealing with hundreds
of pending cases.

Anaesthetist Dr Shefali Lahiri
pointed out how her daughter Anin-

dita Ray died at an Alipore hospital in
March 2010 during an operation. She
recalled how the condition of her 46-
year-old daughter became worse af-
ter a hernia operation. She died of
kidney failure. Though Lahiri filed a
complaint with WBMC in September
2010, she was not sure of justice.

Several other family members of
victims of negligence attended the
seminar on Sunday. PBT founder Dr
Kunal Saha and MCI member Dr Bal-
vir S Tomar were also there. 

One Bela Banerjee demanded jus-
tice for his late brother Prof Kamal
Kumar Mukherjee. She wanted the
registration of the doctor, who treat-
ed her brother at a hospital on Bypass
18 months ago, cancelled. Others too,
spoke of justice being denied to them.
Dr Kunal Saha said that he had to

fight a legal battle for 16 years to get
justice for his wife Anuradha.

Suvra Verma, daughter of the
late CJI J S Verma, claimed that her
father died of medical negligence. A
complaint in this regard was lodged
with the Delhi Medical Council, she
said. “But we did not get any redres-
sal. If a former CJI dies of medical
negligence, what will happen to com-
mon men?” Now, she plans to lodge a
complaint with the MCI and Delhi
Consumer Forum. 

Dr Tomar made it clear that a doc-
tor’s registration could be cancelled
only by the State Medical Council
and not MCI. He added that the MCI
needs to be more transparent.

Proper functioning of the MCI
can help bring back the lost image of
doctors, he said. 

West Bengal Medical Council Not Keen On Taking Complaints: Victims’ Family Members
Kin demand justice in med negligence cases
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Brandavan Food Prod-
ucts was among those
fined for serving poor

quality food on board. 
In 2011, this company was

hauled up after its employees
assaulted passengers of the
Howrah-bound Gitanjali Ex-
press near Kharagpur station
when they protested against
overcharging. Even then, this
agency had got away by pay-
ing a fine. Apart from IRCTC
and Brandavan, the others on
the list are R K Associates,
Sunshine Caterers and Sa-
tyam Caterers.

“IRCTC has been fined as a
cockroach was found in the
food of Kolkata Rajdhani Ex-

press on July 23. As this is a
government undertaking, of-
ficials will be hauled up. For
the remaining private cater-
ers, this has become a routine
exercise,” said another offi-
cial, adding that they have
been warned that their con-
tracts will be terminated if
they are at fault on five occa-
sions. While catering on the
Howrah-New Delhi-Howrah
Rajdhani Express is handled
by IRCTC, most other impor-
tant trains to and from Bengal
have private caterers. Some of
these trains are handled by
the caterers fined by the rail-
ways. According to officials,
they pay huge licence fees to
the Railway Board and then
enjoy a free run.

Caterers warned of
contract termination
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Suri: A nine-year-old girl
from Birbhum, who was ad-
mitted to SSKM Hospital on
Saturday, is suspected to be
suffering from Japanese En-
cephalitis (JE).

Salima Khatun was ad-
mitted to Suri Hospital with
high fever and other ailments
on Tuesday. Later, she was re-
ferred to SSKM. According to
the girl’s father Masum Ali,
after blood tests at SSKM doc-
tors had told him that Salima
was suffering from JE. 

Health officials from Birb-
hum reached SSKM on Sun-
day to discuss the matter with
the concerned doctors. 

Kartik Chandra Mondal,
CMOH, Birbhum, said, “We
have come to know that the
girl is suffering from enceph-
alitis. But it is yet to be con-
firmed whether she is infect-
ed with Japanese
Encephalitis. We are in touch

with the SSKM authorities.”
Pijush Pandey, chairman

of Dubrajpur municipality,
said, “Blood samples have
been taken from a number of
patients suffering from high
fever and other ailments. Ini-
tially, this girl was suspected
to be a malaria patient. Today,
her family members said that
she was diagnosed with en-
cephalitis. We have held a
meeting with health depart-
ment officials to take preven-
tive measures.”

Director of health servic-
es B S Satpathy, however, said
that Salima was yet to be con-
firmed as an encephalitis pa-

tient. “There are more tests to
go and we are waiting for re-
ports,” he said. 

Another two-year-old en-
cephalitis patient is under
treatment at SSKM since the
last one week. 

Even though two deaths
have been recorded in the city,
the state government has re-
fused to list them as deaths in
Kolkata since the patients
had contracted the disease
elsewhere. But, a steady flow
of patients from districts has
raised the fear of an out-
break.

All encephalitis patients
were being treated at SSKM,
said Pradip Mitra, director of
Institute of Post Graduate
Medical Education and Re-
search (IPGMER). 

“There is no need to press
the panic button. Some cases
get reported every monsoon
and this year too, we might
have a few patients. But that
doesn’t mean we are heading

for an outbreak,” Mitra said. 
Minister of state for

health Chandrima Bhatta-
charya, too, ruled out a scare
of encephalitis. “All mea-
sures have been taken and we
are not apprehending an out-
break,” she said.

Meanwhile, Masum Ali
has appealed to the district
administration and munici-
pality for financial help. 

A petty trader, Ali, said,
“Since my daughter’s admis-
sion at SSKM Hospital, I have
to buy costly medicines and
bear the cost of different
kinds of tests which are done
in laboratories out of hospi-
tal. Already a huge amount of
money have been spent. Doc-
tors have said that more tests
need to be done on her. Some
of these tests will be done in
Delhi. I have requested the
municipality chairman and
others to help me. It is not pos-
sible for me to bear such a
costly treatment.”

SSKM admits ‘encephalitis’ patient
Director of health
services B S Satpathy,
however, said that
Salima was yet to be
confirmed as an
encephalitis patient
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Malda: Three persons died of
high fever in Malda and Ba-
lurghat since Saturday night.
The family members claimed
they had symptoms of en-
cephalitis. But, the hospital
authorities kept mum on the
issue fearing rush of admis-
sion. 

Worse, encephalitis test is
yet to be done on five patients
whose blood samples have
been collected by the Malda
Medical College and Hospital
authorities.

Lab Debnath (40) of Ma-
lanchapally under English
Bazaar PS and Lakshmi Saha
(60) of Sovanagar were admit-
ted to Malda Medical College
with fever on Friday. Swapna

Das, Lab’s sister, claimed that
no test was done on her broth-
er’s blood samples. “His situa-
tion deteriorated in the last
two days. But the doctors nev-
er visited despite several re-
quests. Even the saline was
not given properly,” alleged
Swapna, adding that Lab died
around 11pm on Saturday. 

Sudeb Saha, Lakshmi’s
son, also alleged medical neg-
ligence. She died on Sunday
morning. “We don’t know
whether she died of encepha-
litis,” Sudeb said.

Samar Mandal (48) of Mu-
nail under Balurghat police
station also died of high fever
on Sunday. He was admitted to
Balurghat Hospital on Satur-
day evening and had symp-
toms of encephalitis. 

3 die of high fever
in Malda, Balurghat 
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