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HELPLINE

HOSPITALS/NURSING  HOMES 
Amri (Salt Lake) 23357710/3320/8595/8596 Amri Clinic (Southern Avenue) 
24654594 /95/4948  Anandalok 23592931; Apollo Gleneagles 23202122/ 
23203040 Emergency: 1066; Apollo Clinic 24815741/42; 22837407 /08/09; 
Assembly of God Church 22294676, 2229-4853 2229-4892; Aurobindo Seva 
Kendra 24733601; BC Roy Hospital 23528101/9740; Belle Vue 22472321/6925, 
22472321, 22476925, 22477473; BM Birla Heart Research Centre 
24567777/7890, 24567001-9, 24567800-4, 24567890 Calcutta Medical College 
22414901-2; Chittaranjan Cancer Research Centre 24765101-2; Chittaranjan 
Seva Sadan 24754584/5074; Dilkhusha Nursing Home 22404067, 22404318; 
Divine Nursing Home 23505636, 23504765, 23502761, 23511661; Harvard 
Medicare and Research Institute 22871460-3; Howrah General Hospital 
26604738-39/5695/2813 Kothari Medical Centre  24567049-52; Lady Dufferin 
Hospital 23500771; Lifeline Diagnosis Centre 22870511/8083 Mayfl ower 
Nursing Home 22171001-4, 22177860; BP Poddar Hospital & Medical Research 
24458901-07; Eskag Sanjeevani -25541818/5252 Sunetra Family Eye Care 
Centre 24188223-27

OXYGEN 
BOC 9831277777 Sarin Brothers, BD Market, Salt Lake 23373091; Dhanwantary 
24493734

BLOOD
Central Blood Bank 2351 0619; Lifecare 2244 4940; Haemophilia Society 2416 
3739; Bhoruka Blood Bank 2244 9619/8092

AMBULANCE
Amra Kajan Club 25811997; AMRI 65500000, 23202147/23202122; 
Apanjan Hindmotor 26943400; Apollo Gleneagles Hospital 1066; 
Arambag General Hospital 953211-255095; Asia Rescue Medical Services 
9831008900/9830365276/ 393; Aswini Nagar Ch. & Welfare Society 
24112323/28673030; Automobile Asson of E. Rgn 24755131-33; Bandhab 
Sangha 26624682; Barasat Citizen Forum 25525595; Basudevpur Five Star 
Club 26797315; Bharat Relief Society 22342670/22359952; Blue Bells 
Nurses Bureau 24754670/24766791; BM Birla Heart Research Centre 
24567777; Calcutta Medical Research Institute Critical Care Ambulance 
9836490447; Care & Cure Nursing Home 95343-2568374; Curewell Mobile 
Clinic  22942202/0760; Dakshin Behala Auto Sangha Sammilani 24939990; 
Dhakuria Club Samanway Samiti 24154934; Dhanwantary 24495594/5542; 
East Calcutta Clinic 23507479; Fast Aid 24740869; Happy Calcuttans 24400160; 
Hazra Medical Stores 24495794; Healthcare  24150600; Howrah General 
Hospital 26603211/3212; Howrah Municipal Corporation 26603211/3212; 
J.N Roy Sishu Seva Bhavan 28850120/23500069; Jadavpur Byabsayi Samiti 
9831105681; Jadavpur Merchant Association 24125079/8165/9830048199; 
Jain Kalyan Sangha 22740690/8620; Calcutta Medical Hospital  22414901-02; 
Calcutta National Medical Hospital 22440122-24; Kolkata Municipal Corporation 
22197202; Life-Aid 2422 5807;  Lake Town Block Book Fair Committee 
25219578/28661115; Lansdowne Nursing Home 24749175; Lifecare Medical 
Services 2475 4628; Meera Seva Kendra 24110968/8316; NRS Hospital 
22443213-3217; Swasti Clinical Laboratory 24755076/2575;  Saha Nursing 
Centre 24838830/9831021017; New Life 24718606/24114755, Nightingale 
Ambulance Service 24754169; Peerless Hospital 24622394/2462; Peoples 
Co-Op. Bank 953222-25172; Phoolbagan Sporting Club 28495970-26691099; RG 
Kar Hospital 25557676/8838; Rajdanga Club Samanway Comt. 24421902; Rajib 
Gandhi Memorial  24854040/5050; Ramraja Nabin Sangha 26772255/28497604; 
Rani Rashmoni Mission  28674531/9830126087; Relief Medical Services 2475 
4169; Ruby General Hospital  24426091; Shahid Shibsankar Seva Samiti 95342-
2557505/2557251; Santosh Mitra Sq. Durgotsab Samiti 22173758; Shibaji 
Sporting Club 26630516; Southend Polyclinic 2466 2433; SSKM 22236242/9692; 
Sonex 953222-263323, South Calcutta Nurses Bureau 24160992, 24844322; 
Ward Sports Association 24730676

PATHOLOGY LABS
Ideal Clinic 22412211; MP Birla Eye Clinic 22817780-1; Medinova 
24661780/0708/3651; Nightingale 22827255/7969/7263; Roy & Tribedi 
22268789/6643; Tropical Laboratory- 26675580; Wockhardt Medical Centre 
24754320/4096

LATENIGHT CHEMISTS
Dhanwantary (Opp BM Birla) 24495594/3734 ; Chemist Corner (Behala) 
24780334; Jibandeep (Hazra) 24550926 ; Nandan Medical Hall (Salt Lake) 
23581732/9617 

EYE BANK
International Eye Bank 23585758 Howrah Lions Eye Bank 26602015 Susrut Eye 
Hospital  23580201 Anandalok  Netralaya 23592931 Disha (Prova) Eye Bank 
25933737 Medical College-22413853 

HELP LINE
NURSING BUREAU

Swasti 24748881, 24759158; Sanjivani  23607881/8785; Saha Nursing Centre 
24838830/9831021017  

IN DISTRESS

Alcoholics Anonymous 22277386 

(2-6.30pm, Sunday closed) Cancer Foundation of India 24053131/6161 (Monday 
to Friday 10am-6pm); Help Age India 1800-345-1253

MOBILE CARDIAC UNIT
Dreamland Nursing Home - 25553216 Divine Nursing Home 23502761 
Rameswara Nursing Home 23374247 Marwari Relief Society 22238724 Indian 
Association Of Blood Cancer And Allied Diseases 23512634 Dreamland Nursing 
Home 25553216 Austanga Ayurved TB Hospital 23342501; BC Roy Hospital- 
22388411

AIRLINES
INTERNATIONAL

Air India 22822356/6012/9831; Aerofl ot  22823765/9861; Air France 
22882161/1169; Gulf Air 2247778;3 Kuwait Airways 22474495; Royal Brunei 
22292092/4464/7112/7105/2092; Biman Bangladesh  22292843/2844, 
22497309; British Airways 9831377470; Druk Air 22402419, 22805365, 
22470050; KLM 22403151/ 1636, 25118329; Lufthansa  22299365-69; Qatar 
Airways  22298363/8370, 22208371; Qantas 22470718, 22400930, 22807777; 
Royal Jordanian 2474509-94; Royal Nepal 22888534/8549; Singapore Airlines 
22809898; Thai Airways  22801630-35 

DOMESTIC

Indian Airlines  Helpline (Call Centre) 1407 Tollfree helpline (from landlines) 
1600-180-1407 Enquiry (Manual- airport) 25119637; Enquiry (Manual-Airline 
House) 22114433 Tele check-in (airport)  25119633/ 25118564 ; Air Deccan 
08039008888 (tollfree), 9831677008; Jet Airways 2292227/2237/ 2214/ 2813 
Air Sahara 22822786/8969/ 9075

AIRPORT ENQUIRY 

International 25118787 Domestic 25118787;
 

HEARSE SERVICES
Lokenath Divine Society of India 24793301; Meera Seva Kendra 24754169; 
Brahmo Social Service Organisation 9830479456 Saha Nursing Centre 
24838830/ 9831021017 

FIRE
Emergency no: 101 Control room: 22440101

FUNERAL FURNISHERS
L  Madeira & Co 22110053

WOMEN’S GRIEVANCES
Swayam 24863367/68 Institute of Social Work 24796607

ELECTRICITY
CESC Fault Reporting Centre-Central/South 1912; North 23500928; North 
Suburban 25537581;  Howrah 26669161/62; WBSEB Emergency 23591896

RAILWAYS
Howrah station (old complex) 1310/1331/1332, 26387412/ 3542/2581; (new 
complex) 26382217  Sealdah 23503535/3537 
Reservation 138; Recorded information 1331/1332 

TAXI REFUSAL
22155000 (extn.5096) 

TELEPHONE
Changed Number 1951, 1952, 1953; Hindi Visesh Seva  177

KMC CONTROL ROOM
2286-1212-4

ANIMAL HELPLINE
Compassionate Crusaders 24647030, 22104365 Wildlife Control Room 3095-8798

CAR PROBLEM
Automobile Association of Eastern India 24755131-3; Breakdown services 
24755131, 24768810 Exide Battery 22844564/570

POLICE
Lalbazar Control Room 22143230/3024

PASSPORT OFFICE
2554893, 2554762, 2254084  

TAKE A BOW!

 ■ Performers at a rally organised by the Loknath Ashram on Sunday.  ASHOK NATH DEY/HT PHOTO

A sitting MCI 
member raises 
corruption alert
ALARM BELLS Says key office
bearers are selected before election
HT Correspondent

 ■ letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: A day after Union 
health minister  Dr  Harsh 
Vardhan lashed out at the 
Medical Council of  India (MCI) 
for cancelling medical seats in 
more than 50 medical colleges 
across the country, Dr Balvir S 
Tomar, a sitting MCI member, 
raised his voice against alleged 
“corruption” in the council 

While speaking at a pro-
gramme organised by NRI doc-
tor Kunal Saha’s organisation 
People for Better Treatment 
(PBT) in the city Tomar, head 
of  paediatric gastroenterology 
of  NIMS University in Jaipur, 
said on Sunday, “Things are 
getting worse in the MCI than 
what I used to hear four year 
ago when I was not a member 
of  the council.”

“The thing is so bad that 
chairman, secretary and other 
office bearers of  the MCI are 
selected even day before the 
election was held in December 
in Delhi. There is rampant 
politicisation in the council. 

“Therefore, you have to 
make the medical council cor-
ruption-free before you think 
or demand for action against 
medical negligence. The judici-
ary will take the help of  medi-
cal experts while directing to 
probe any medical negligence. 
Interestingly the registered 
doctors are under MCI,” Tomar 
said.

He said that MCI’s decision 
to slash MBBS seats in medical 
colleges is also a sequel to the 
politicisation in the council. 
And everything is being done 
with the instruction of  an influ-
ential former president of  MCI, 
he alleged.

The entire audience includ-
ing MS Verma, daughter of  
former Chief  Justice of  India 
(CJI)  JS Verma and M N 
Krishnamoni, former Supreme 
Court Bar President who were 
invited as speakers, appreci-

ated Tomar for his crusade 
against “corruption” even in 
the council.

Former CJI died of  alleged 
medical negligence in 2013. “We 
have lodged complaint against 
doctors of  three top hospitals 
in Delhi with the Delhi Medical 
Council, a state body. 

“But the Delhi council has 
dismissed the ne gligence 
charges brought against the 
concerned doctors. If  my father 
being a former Chief  Justice of  
the Supreme Court falls prey to 
medical negligence what would 
happen to the common people?” 
Verma said while addressing 
the programme.

“Doctors should be given 
exemplary punishment if  they 
are found involved in medical 
negligence cases. Otherwise 
they will fleece money again 
from the patient parties in the 
name of  treatment,” this orches-
trated grievance came from 
none other than physicians 
who have lost their loved ones 
due alleged medical negligence.

Several bereaved doctors 
and common people who were 
present in the programme 
demanded this punishment 
against their  professional 
colleagues.

Following the historic judg-
ment of  the Supreme Court in 
the Anuradha Saha case the 
aggrieved relatives of  patients 
and deceased felt that the PBT 
could fight for their cases for 
justice against incidents of  
medical negligence at a time 
when they have virtually lost 
faith in government bodies 
including the medical councils 
both at the Centre and Bengal.

DR. BALVIR S TOMAR 
SAID THERE IS RAMPANT 
POLITICISATION IN THE 
RUNNNING OF THE 
APEX MEDICAL BODY 
IN THE COUNTRY

Darjeeling tea estate to reopen
HT Correspondent

 ■ letters@hindustantimes.com

DARJEELING: While the district 
administration and the workers’ 
union have dubbed the run-up 
meeting to resolve the Jungpana 
Tea Estate closure “successful,” 
the management has labelled it a 
failure. Following the meeting, the 
district administration and the 
workers’ union stated that both 
the sides have agreed in princi-
pal that the garden will reopen. 
The date for the reopening will be 
decided in a meeting between the 
two sides in the presence of  the 
assistant labour commissioner 
on Monday at Kurseong.

The management of  the estate 
declared a work suspension (clo-
sure) at Jungpana Tea Estate 
since July 31. Though a meeting 
is slated to be held at the ALC 
office in Kurseong on Monday, 
the sub divisional officer (SDO) 
Kurseong convened a meeting on 
Sunday between the two sides.

“Majority of  the issues which 
had prompted the closure were 
resolved in this meeting. The 
main problem revolved around 
recruitment to a clerical posi-
tion. Traditionally the manage-
ment recruits from within the 
garden but this time they had 
recruited from outside the gar-
den. The central committee of  
the trade union agreed not to 
oppose the appointment provid-
ed the management assures that 
in future the management would 

follow the traditional method,” 
said Swarup Uday Kumar, SDO, 
Kurseong.

On the other hand, the trade 
union assured that they would 
not intervene in issues that are 
prerogatives of  the management. 
“However the demand of  the 
management before the central 
committee of  the trade union 
to change the unit-level leader-
ship was not resolved today. The 
central committee of  the trade 
union has assured that they will 
investigate the charges leveled by 
the management against the local 
unit and then take appropriate 
steps,” said the SDO.

The SDO stated that the gar-
den will open, the date for which 
will be decided in Monday’s 
meeting. Suraj Subba, general 
secretary of  the Darjeeling Terai 
Dooars Plantation Labour Union 
(DTDPLU affiliated to Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha), said, “All 

differences and misunderstand-
ings have been resolved. We have 
agreed that first the garden will 
reopen. Following this we will 
furnish our charter of  demands 
to the management. The man-
agement will then give their 
response to our demands.”

The management, however, 
dubbed the meeting a failure. 
“The meeting failed because 
the union did not agree to our 
requests,” said Sandip Mukherjee, 
principal advisor, Darjeeling Tea 
Association representing the man-
agement. Questioned whether the 
tea garden will reopen, Mukherjee 
remarked, “That will be decided 
in Monday’s meeting.”

The management cited recur-
rence of  indiscipline, organised 
incidents which have been insti-
gated by a group of  leaders along 
with phone call threats and gher-
ao of  executives as reason for the 
closure. The tea estate is located 
in Mahanadi in the Kurseong sub-
division of  the Darjeeling district.

Jungpana Tea Estate Tea 
Estate is owned by Jute & Stores. 
It has a plantation area of  100 
hectares and employs a work-
force of  260 workers. The annual 
production of  tea is 37,000 kg.

The garden was started by 
British Planter Henry Mont-
gommery Lennox in 1899.

The Rana family of  Nepal 
took over with the British leav-
ing the country. In 1956 the 
Kejriwals acquired the garden 
from the Ranas.

Trinamool leader in police custody in Andal murder case
HT Correspondent

 ■ letters@hindustantimes.com

BURDWAN: Day after the con-
tractor of  an Andal colliery 
was killed in the heat of  a dis-
pute; the accused Trinamool 
union leader was produced at 
Durgapur sub-divisional court 
and remanded in police custody 
for seven days.

While the court proceedings 
were on, fellow contractors held 

a rally demanding exemplary 
punishment for the accused. 

Meanwhile, on Sunday, min-
ister Malay Ghatak arrived 
at the residence of  Ashim 
Mukherjee, the slain contrac-
tor, in the Mahishila area of  
Asansol and pledged all help 
to the bereaved kin.

Speaking to mediapersons 
after offering words of  com-
fort to the victim’s mother and 
widow, the minister said, “This 

is an unfortunate incident. The 
police have acted against the cul-
prit. We demand strong punish-
ment for him.”

Later, a five-member BJP 
team led by state vice-president 
Subhas Sarkar arrived at the 
victim’s door and offered sup-
port to the kin in their battle 
for justice.

The team then visited the 
scene of  the crime and spoke 
to officials of  the CM Jambad 

colliery. Sarkar too demanded 
exemplary punishment for the 
accused Trinamool man.

Talking to this correspond-
ent, Subrata Dutta, president of  
Asansol Chamber of  Commerce, 
said, “There shouldn’t be any 
more such incidents in the coal 
belt. We want strong punish-
ment for the culprit.”

The 38-year-old electric con-
tractor got into a war of  words 
with the INTTUC leader on 

Saturday. A scuffle soon broke 
and the accused, who works as 
a foreman in the colliery, hit 
Mukherjee with a helmet. The 
contractor slumped to the floor.

Some colleagues spotted him 
lying injured and rushed him to 
a local hospital. But the doctors 
declared him dead on arrival. 

The victim’s brother claimed 
that Pal had offered bribe to the 
contractor in lieu of  bagging 
plum projects at the colliery.

Bandh-like scenes  
in the Hills after 
anonymous poster 
calls for shutdown
HT Correspondent
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DARJEELING: The vulnerability 
of  Darjeeling to bandhs resur-
faced with majority of  the shops 
downing shutters on Sunday 
complying with an anonymous 
poster that had appeared at the 
market square on Saturday. 
The poster signed “Public” 
had stated that all shops in 
Darjeeling would remain shut 
on Sunday in protest against the 
arrest of  municipal councillor 
Zahid Khan.

T h e  3 7 - ye ar - o l d  K h a n , 
municipal councillor for Ward 
Number 18, Darjeeling was 
arrested on July 31 in connec-
tion with alleged embezzlement 
of  funds of  Anjuman-E-Islamia 
(a welfare trust of  the Muslim 
community of  Darjeeling).

Though shops  remained 
closed, vehicular traffic was 
normal. A few eateries especially 
in the Chowrasta area remained 
open. Anti-bandh posters were 
put up at Chowk Bazar.

A Trinamool Congress poster 
questioned why the entire town 
is being held to ransom over an 
issue which does not concern 
most. The TMC poster further 
demanded that persons who 
were behind disrupting the 
peace and tranquility prevail-
ing in the Hills by calling this 
bandh should be arrested.

Another  pos ter  s igned 
“the economically backward 
Muslims” said: “The ques-
tion is why the Path Pasaleley 
Sangh supported the bandh on 
an issue relating to crores of  
rupees of  fund embezzlement.” 
Incidentally the Path Pasaley 
Sangh is a hawkers’ and shop-
keepers union affiliated to 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
(GJM).

CM holds out investment 
hope in Facebook post
HT Correspondent
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KOLKATA: Korean and Taiwanese 
companies are scouting for 
investment opportunities in 
the manufacturing of  compu-
ter hardware and electronics in 
the state, wrote Chief  minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Facebook 
on Friday. 

“Korean and Taiwanese entre-
preneurs are showing interest 
in investing in manufacturing 
of  computer hardware and 
electronics in Bengal. They are 
world leaders in this domain. 
This would usher in invest-
ment and major job opportu-
nities for youth of  our state, 
which is endowed with rich 
human resources for cutting 
edge electronic manufacturing,” 
Banerjee’s Facebook post read.

Just a week back, officials 
of  Korean Trade Investment 
Promotion Agency (KOTRA), 
a South Korean investment 
promotion agency, visited the 
upcoming hardware cluster at 
Naihati to explore investment 
opportunities in the IT sector. 

“On visiting the hardware 
park coming up at Naihati, the 
Korean team became highly 

optimistic about Bengal as a 
future destination of  Korean 
hardware investments. Koreans 
are looking at Bengal as the gate-
way of  export of  electronic and 
hardware items to Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, China and other 
major countries. With the advent 
of  such world class players as 
Korea and Taiwan, our state is 
targeting to improve its market 
share in hardware and electronic 
goods significantly (sic),” the 
chief  minister wrote on her 
Facebook wall.

State finance minister Amit 
Mitra had urged KOTRA to 
explore the possibility of  set-
ting up manufacturing hubs in 
one of  the industrial parks pro-
moted by his government while 
addressing a seminar titled India 
ESDM Conclave 2014 last week. 
The event was organised by the 
Indian Chamber of  Commerce.

SAYS TOP KOREAN AND 
TAIWANESE COMPANIES 
ARE LOOKING TO INVEST 
IN MANUFACTURING  OF 
COMPUTER HADWARE 
AND ELECTRONICS

Second phase of farmers’ project soon
KOLKATA: Bengal government is 
all set to launch the second phase 
of  Matir Katha, an android appli-
cation relating to farming, by 
August end.

This launch comes in the wake 
of  the success of  its pilot project 
that was launched in February. 
West Bengal Electronics Industry 
Development Corporation 
Limited has developed this appli-
cation. The application will have 
auto update feature. 

It is an agriculture-based 
application, involving five depart-
ments, which are agriculture, 
agricultural marketing, animal 

husbandry, fisheries and horticul-
ture. Through this portal, useful 
information in different agricul-
tural sectors are available to serve 
the citizens of  rural Bengal.

A range of  information such 
as name and kind of  seeds, avail-
ability, price and quality control 
of  seeds, suggestions for season, 
area, crop variety, different 
information related to soil and 
fertiliser, cultivation technique 
of  different crops, crop diseases 
and their remedies, agro-climat-
ic zones and schemes for cultiva-
tion of  different crops are shared 
in this portal.  HTC

KOLKATA: CBI sleuths have sent 
the laptop of Sudipta Sen, the 
Saradha Group boss, and his cell-
phone for a forensic test. CBI will 
grill some employees of Saradha 
Group on the basis of documents 
they have seized so far. On 
Saturday, CBI conducted a search 
operation at Midland Park build-
ing, the office of Saradha Group 
with a former female employee of 
Saradha Group. They will intensify 
their search operation from 
Monday.  HTC

Trinamool supporter hacked 
to death in Nadia
NADIA: A Trinamool Congress 
activist was hacked to death at 
Bhandarkhola village under 
Kotwali police station in Nadia on 
Saturday night at about 11.30 
p.m. Police said, the deceased was 
identified as Hanif Shaikh (47). 
TMC minister Ujjwal Biswas said, 
“Hanif was an active worker of 
our party. CPI(M) and BJP goons 
killed him.”  HTC

Fire at hospital triggers panic  
in Bidhannagar
KOLKATA: Panic spread across 
Bidhannagar sub-divisional hospi-
tal on Sunday morning after a fire 
broke out there. The fire was 
brought under control after some 
time.  HTC

59 fall ill after taking dinner 
at a marriage ceremony
NADIA: About 59 people fell ill 
after taking dinner at a marriage 
ceremony. The incident occurred 
at Parniyamatpur village of 
Ranaghat in Nadia. The persons 
those who fell ill were rushed to 
hospital. The victims fell ill due to 
food poisoning. All of them are 
now out of danger.  HTC

Howrah railway police nab 
four with 80 kg ganja
KOLKATA: Howrah railway police 
arrested four persons and seized 
80 kg ganja from their possession 
early Sunday. All accused are resi-
dents of Odisha, the police said. 
Acting on information, a team of 
plainclothes policemen lay in wait 
at the platform and nabbed the 
dealers as they arrived.  HTC

Burdwan Univ inks MoU with 
Botanical Garden of India
KOLKATA: A MoU between the 
Botanical Survey of India and 
University of Burdwan was signed 
on Saturday. A four-member 
teams headed by director of 
Botanical Survey of India, Paramjit 
Singh, visited Burdwan University 
for the signing.   HTC

SUDIPTA’S LAPTOP SENT 
FOR FORENSIC TESTS
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