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Suhag’s appointment:
SC  refused to stay the
appointment of Lt-
Gen. DS Suhag as
Army Chief as ‘‘there
is no reason for stay.’’

New SC judges: Jus-
tice Arun Mishra,Jus-
tice Adarsh Kumar
Goel and advocate
Rohinton Nariman are
new SC judges.

OUTDOORS
Forecast: Rain or
thundershower.
Rainfall Nil
TEMPERATURE
Max: 34.1 (+2)
Min: 28.1 (+2)
HUMIDITY 
Max:88%|Min:61%
SUNRISE 
04:59 hrs
SUNSET
1825 hrs
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THUMBNAILS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chandigarh, 7 July

When four young engi-
neers in Punjab thought
of going abroad and mak-
ing money like many oth-
ers in the foreign-crazy
state, they knew it would
take a lot of money.

But instead of focus-
ing on their private jobs
to fund their dreams of a
foreign land, the bache-
lor of technology
(B.Tech) degree holders
chose to loot automatic
teller machines (ATMs).
Their plan was to help
one gang member secure
employment visa to
Canada who was then
supposed to arrange
visas for the remaining
three gang members
after getting there.

But the Barnala police
busted the gang on Sun-

day and recovered the
equipment used by them
to break open ATMs from
a rented accommodation
from Ludhiana where all
the four suspects -
Lakhwinder Singh, San-
preet Singh, Gurpreet
Singh  and Gurinder
Singh Goldy- were work-
ing as engineers in pri-
vate firms.

Apart from  Rs 40,000
in cash and a Swift car, a
Bolero car  ~ which was
equipped with a special
winch machine to lift
ATMs ~ was also recov-
ered from them.

The gang was alleged-
ly involved in a series of
ATM robberies in the
recent past. In the latest
incident, the gang
allegedly cut open an
ATM, carrying Rs 1.79
lakh, at Bhotna village in
Barnala district. The

gang had similarly looted
Rs 12.5 lakh from an ATM
at Lataala village near
Ludhiana. Besides this,
the gang is also alleged to
have looted money from
ATMs in Malerkotla,

Benra near Dhuri and
Sarih village in Ludhi-
ana district.

The senior superin-
tendent of police (SSP),
Mr Opinderjit Singh
Ghuman, said all the four

suspects are B. Tech
degree holders and were
employed in private
firms of Ludhiana. He
said from the looted
money, the gang mem-
bers paid Rs 8 lakh to a
travel agent in Delhi for
securing a visa for Gur-
preet to Canada. Gur-
preet was the gang leader
and had promised the
other three members that
he will arrange for their
visas after reaching
Canada.

All four have been
sent to two-days’ police
custody by a local court.
The police suspect the
gang was involved in
ATM loots in Barnala,
Ludhiana and Sangrur
districts. One ATM was
recovered from a canal
on the basis of informa-
tion provided by the sus-
pects, the SSP said.

Loot ATMs for foreign trip 
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Railway Minister D V Sadananda
Gowda gives the final touches to
the Railway Budget 2014-15 
proposals on the eve of its 
presentation in Parliament. 
At Rail Bhavan in New Delhi on
Monday. �SNS
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INDICATOR
Sensex

26,100
Nifty

7,787

+138

+35

Gold

26,850
-110

Silver

44,600
-250
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
New Delhi, 7 July 

In a landmark judgment, the
Supreme Court today
declared that no legal sanc-
tion has been granted to
the Shariat courts that dis-
pense justice among Muslim
community members and
also said religious decrees
or fatwas are illegal if they
encroach on the rights of an
individual.

The court said a Shariat
court, issuing fatwa and
order against a person who
is not before it, has no sanc-
tion of law and has no legal
status. The apex court fur-
ther objected to the Shari-
at courts ordering punish-
ments against innocent peo-
ple and said no religion per-
mits the same.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice C K Prasad said religious
courts cannot pass an order
that infringes on the fun-
damental rights of a person
or of an affected person on
a plea by a third person.

“Sharia courts are not
sanctioned by law and there
is no legality of fatwasin this
country,”said Justice Prasad
as he read out the judgement
from a two-judge bench.

“No religion is allowed to
curb anyone's fundamen-
tal rights,” the court added
in its judgment while taking
note of the case. The court

said ‘Darul Qaza’ cannot
pass any judgment that
infringes on the fundamental
rights of an individual and
can only pass edicts and
only when an affected per-
son approaches it.

The verdict by the apex
court was given after a peti-
tion challenging the legali-
ty of the Shariat courts was
filed by a Delhi-based lawyer
Mr Vishwa Lochan Madan
in 2005. In the petition, he
stated that institutions like
Darul Qaza and Darul-iftaa
are operating like parallel
courts which take decisions
on the fundamental rights
of the Muslim citizens.

He also reportedly said
that religious clerics, qazis
and muftis appointed by
them cannot take a call on

the liberty of the Muslims
by issuing fatwas and cur-
tailing their fundamental
rights. The apex court had
reserved judgment in the
case in February this year
and had reportedly said
that it cannot interfere with
the religious decrees issued
by the Muslim clerics.

The directions were given
citing a case in which a
woman was told to leave
her husband and children
and live with her father-in-
law who had raped her.

The Supreme Court's
verdict today declaring that
a Shariat court has no legal
sanction drew sharp reac-
tion from Muslim clerics
who said that the Constitu-
tion allows them the right
to work and act according

to Muslim Personal Law.
Khalid Rasheed Farangi,

a Muslim cleric, said that
under the Constitution,Mus-
lims have the right to work
and act according to Muslim
Personal Law. Maulana
Mohammad Sajid Rashid,
president of Kul Hind Imam
Association, said the plea
filed in the SC is itself wrong
as it is a religious matter. “If
a person is practising a reli-
gion, he/she has to follow its
preachings. A Muslim who
does not follow the Sharia
is not a true Muslim,” he
said. Maulana Anisur
Rehman, member of Imarat
Shariah, Patna, however,
agreed with the ruling, say-
ing it is not wrong and is not
going to hinder the func-
tioning of Shariat courts.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
New Delhi, 7 July 

Both Houses of Parliament
were rocked by the Opposi-
tion's uproar on the price rise
issue on the first day of the
Budget Session which got
underway on a stormy note
today.The proceedings in the
Lok Sabha were virtually
washed out as Opposition
parties insisted on a dis-
cussion on price rise and rail-

way fare hike through an
adjournment motion,which
entails voting at the end of
the debate, but the Speaker
Mrs Sumitra Mahajan did
not accept their demand,ask-
ing them to instead have a
short-duration discussion
under rule 193. The stand-
off led to repeated adjourn-
ments before the House was
finally adjourned for the
day by the Speaker.

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment blamed the previ-
ous Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment for inflation and
enhanced rail fare, with the
finance minister Mr Arun
Jaitley claiming in the RS
that the prices of food items
were under control and that
there was no need for panic.

The Upper House took up
a discussion on the issue
immediately after the House
met as the government yield-
ed to the Opposition's
demand for suspension of
Question Hour for this pur-
pose. Following the debate,
the Congress-led Opposi-
tion staged a walk-out as they
were unsatisfied by the FM's
reply. The Lower House
plunged into turmoil right
from the start of the day as
members of the Congress,
Trinamul, RJD, SP, Aam
Aadmi Party and the Left
stormed the Well of the
House to highlight the esca-
lating prices of essential
commodities,especially food
and fuel items, and rail
fares.
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SHARIAT COURTS HAVE
NO LEGAL SANCTION: SC

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Ahmedabad, 7 July

Minimising tax obligations
in order to maximise profit
margins of the corporates
had always been part of
what the B-Schools taught
their management students.

But, now, the Indian
Institute of Management
in Ahmedabad (IIM-A), the
most eminent B-School in the
country, would conduct a
four-week executive pro-
gramme for top Income- Tax
officers to hone up their
skills. The IIM-A has tied up
with the Harvard Business
School (HBS) for this pro-
gramme to be attended by 30
officers at the level of Chief
Commissioners of Income
Tax (CCIT), to be selected by
the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT).

The IIM-A Director Prof.
Ashish Nanda and the fac-
ulty members do not think
there is any dichotomy in the
same institution teaching the

art of minimising tax lia-
bilities to one group while
the others are taught to hone
up their tax collection skills.
The executive programme
for the Income Tax officials
is not intended to increase
tax collections, IIM-A Direc-
tor Prof. Ashish Nanda told
The Statesman on Monday
afternoon.

It is not the issue of mak-
ing the tax officials more
strict or lenient with the tax
payers but an effort to make
them citizen friendly,
explained Prof.Ajay Pandey,
Dean (Programmes).

Prof.Nanda said that the
course for the Income Tax
officials would be oriented
towards making them
‘respectful but tough’ while
dealing with tax payers.

The aim would be not to
scare the tax payers but
forging a partnership with
the enforcement officials,
IIM-A Director Prof. Nanda
added. He also added that
such a course for I-T officials
has become necessary
because the share of direct
taxes in the Government’s
total revenues has increased
manifold in the past sever-
al years since the liberali-
sation of the economy.

With multi-national com-
panies having transactions
in different countries with
separate taxation laws, the
I-T officials need to know the
implications of overseas tax
laws too in order to avoid
embarrassing arbitrations
in foreign lands,Prof.Nanda
emphasised the need for
such a mid-career pro-
gramme. During the four-
week programme, senior I-
T officials would be trained
at IIM-A for two weeks while
the next two weeks will be
at Harvard Business School.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Kolkata, 7 July 

Resolving to “fight till the
end” for justice, Mr Saroj
Chowdhury, father of 21-
year-old student Sourav
Chowdhury, who had been
hacked to pieces for cru-
sading against operators of
hooch dens at Bamungachi,
today charged Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee with
shielding the prime accused
Shyamal Sen Karmakar.

“The attitude of the state
government and its minis-
ters shows that they don't
want a fair probe into the
incident. Three days have
passed,but the police are yet
to  come up with a report on
the brutal murder of my son.
It seems the police are unwill-
ing to arrest the main
accused as he is close to the
chief minister. They are
not willing to hand over the
case to the CBI. But I will
fight till the end and go

wherever I will have to for
justice,” Mr Chowdhury
said. The inconsolable moth-
er of the victim feared that
her elder son and other
members of her family
might also be attacked. The
victim's brother Sandip
Chowdhury went to Dut-
tapukur police station dur-
ing the day and submitted
a memorandum seeking
security for his family mem-

bers. With the main accused
still remaining at large, the
police arrested five of his
associates, including his
sister ~ Uttam Shikari,
Suman Sarkar, Ratan Sam-
madar, Tapash Biswas and
Poly Karmakar ~ for assist-
ing the prime accused in the
murder. Karmakar and his
associates had taken shelter
in his sister's house at
Ramkrishnapalli village,

close to Sourav's residence
at Kulberia village, the
police said. Investigation
revealed the accused had
strangulated Sourav with
his own black shirt and
then hacked him. The police
got information that Shya-
mal had gone to a friend's
house after the news of
Sourav's death spread.

Locals wondered why
officers from Duttapukur
police station had not raid-
ed the house of the accused's
sister even after a tip-off.

Meanwhile, local people
continued their agitation
with some youths, including
students from Birati College,
where the victim studied,
starting a hunger strike
demanding arrest of the
prime accused. Opposition
MLAs disrupted House pro-
ceedings demanding a dis-
cussion. They backed the
demand for a CBI probe.

EDITORIAL: MORTAL EQUATIONS,
PAGE 6

OUR LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 
New Delhi, 7 July 

In an unprecedented rul-
ing, the Supreme Court
today said no income tax can
be deducted from the inter-
est amount of compensation
awarded for the death of a
patient due to doctor’s med-
ical negligence saying “com-
pensation” for wrongful
death of a patient is not an
“income”.

The apex court ordered
that the Kolkata-based AMRI
Hospital which was direct-
ed last year to pay the high-
est-ever compensation award
of Rs 11.41 crore including
interest in a medical negli-
gence case, cannot deduct
TDS from the interest por-
tion of the payable amount.

A Bench of Justices C K
Prasad and V Gopala Gowda
did not allow the AMRI Hos-

pital to deduct income tax
of Rs 1.06 crore from the
interest amount of com-
pensation awarded for the
death of US-based child psy-
chologist, Anuradha Saha.

Chastising the attorney
for AMRI hospital, the apex
court categorically stated
that “compensation” for
wrongful death of a patient
is not an “income” and no
I-T should be deducted from
an award of compensation.
Court was told that last
week the hospital had paid
interest after deducting Rs
1.06 cr as income tax.

TURN TO PAGE 4
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New Delhi, 7 July: Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
today made a strong pitch
for the party to be given the
post of Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha con-
tending that it is the single
largest party in the Oppo-
sition. “We are the single
largest party. We have got a
pre-poll alliance. Hence, we
are entitled to Leader of
the Opposition post,” Mrs
Gandhi, who is also CPP
Chairperson, said in her
first comments on the issue.
She, however, said the party
has not decided yet whether
to approach the judiciary in
the matter. Rejecting the
BJP's allegation that the
Congress was desperate for
the post and has not accept-
ed defeat, the Congress pres-
ident said, “That is not true.
We have lost the elections.
We are aware of that.”

The Congress is set to
make an official represen-
tation to the Speaker to for-
mally stake its claim to the
LOP post. This letter will be
signed by all 44 Congress
MPs as well as about 15
other MPs of allies, said
Congress spokesman Mr
Anand Sharma. The party
expects a reply from the
Speaker after which it will
explore all options. SNS
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Madrid, 7 July: Real Madrid
legend Alfredo di Stefano,
one of the greatest foot-
ballers in history, died in a
Spanish hospital today aged
88, the club said.

The Argentine-born for-
mer striker and honorary
president was “the best play-
er of all time,” Real Madrid
said. Di Stefano had been
taken to hospital after suf-
fering a heart attack on Sat-
urday. Rescuers had battled
for 18 minutes to revive the
88-year-old after his heart
stopped following a restau-
rant lunch with his family
near Real's Santiago Bern-
abeu stadium. He had been
taken in a serious condition
to the Gregorio Maranon
hospital which later said
he was in a coma, had been
sedated and was breathing
with the help of a machine.

THE INDEPENDENT & AGENCIES 
DETAILS ON PAGE 12
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Malda, 7 July: A pregnant
woman died after reportedly
falling off her Malda Med-
ical College Hospital
(MMCH) bed last night, trig-
gering a storm of resent-
ment. The state food pro-
cessing and horticulture
minister and district
patients’ welfare committee
chairman, Krishnendu
Choudhury ordered a probe.

Sabera Bibi, 35, from
Marupur village in the Sher-
shahi area in Kaliachak,
was admitted to the MMCH
with labour pain yesterday.

Bibi’s family members
alleged negligence. "She
was not taken care of while
she was writhing in labour
pain”. Medics denied the
charges of hospital negli-
gence. SNS

DETAILS ON PAGE 15 
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Stormy start to
Parliament’s
Budget session  

IIM-A to train Income-Tax 
sleuths to be ‘citizen-friendly’

Prime Minister Modi arrives in 
Parliament to attend the Budget
session. In Delhi on Monday. �AFP

SUPREME COURT

CM charged with shielding murder accused AMRI can’t deduct
TDS from relief: SC

There is no doubt that such
a court has no legal 

status.In some cases
orders were passed by
them which violate

human rights and
punish innocent

persons. No 
religion, including
Islam, allows 

punishment of
innocent persons.

ZAFARYAB
JILANI 

We are not doing
anything 
parallel to the
judicial 
system and we
don’t say qazi’s
order is 
binding on all.
Our motto is to
resolve a 
matter following
the Shariat.


