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AHMEDABAD: Dr Ketan Desai, who is eyeing the post of Medical Council of India 

chairman, has been recommended as Gujarat University's representative for the fourth time 

in a row to the Dental Council of India. This has raised many eyebrows, as many members 

of the dental faculties wanted to contest, but as Desai was contesting, no one could file the 

nomination.  

 

Officials said after the Gujarat University received a letter from the Dental Council of India, 

they issued a notification for elections for a representative to the DCI. After the notification 

was printed, only Desai filed his nomination and others stayed away. Soon after the last date 

for filling nomination was completed, Gujarat University issued a notification nominating 

Desai as Gujarat's representative to the Dental Council of India.  

 

Interestingly, Desai has also been nominated to Medical Council of India from Gujarat 

University. Desai made it to the DCI for the last three terms in similar fashion.  

 

"As he controls the medical and dental faculties in the state, and has cordial relations with 

political bosses, no member of faculty will dare challenge him and he hence gets into the 

council without opposition," said a senior member of faculty from Gujarat University.  

 

The faculty member said: "In Gujarat University, Desai has been holding fort for several 

years, irrespective of the party in power in the state. A close associate of his was appointed 

dean. He managed to get into the DCI for the three terms, with each term having a period of 

three years."  

 

Desai, was however, not available for comment. Pro vice-chancellor Mukul Shah said DCI 

had demanded the nomination of a member as Desai's term was expiring. "We declared 

elections, but as Desai was the only candidate, the election has been called off and Desai will 

be nominated as GU's representative to DCI.  

 

It needs mention that Dr Desai was suspended by the state government following his arrest 

by the CBI in a disproportionate assets (DA) case in 2010. This was after allegations were 

made that he was paid a bribe of Rs 2 crore by a college in Punjab. In 2012, he was given a 

clean chit in this and other cases filed at Hyderabad, Bhubaneswar, Dehradun, and Chennai. 
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