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7
th

 May, 2014 

 

The Secretary 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

Govt. of India 

Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi 110108 

(via courier and email) 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

 

 

This is an urgent petition to draw your kind intervention to a serious matter related to the 

constitution and functioning of the Dental Council of India (DCI) that has grave significance to 

healthcare at large and also in the erosion of public trust on members of the dental profession in 

India.  It is reported that disgraced ex-president of Medical Council of India (MCI), Dr. Ketan 

Desai, has been selected by the Gujarat University to be a member of DCI (Annexure- 1).  It is a 

common knowledge today that while working as MCI president in 2010, Dr. Desai was caught 

red-handed by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) while taking huge bribe from a private 

medical college allegedly in exchange of granting MCI recognition.  Although Dr. Desai is 

presently free on bail waiting for criminal trial to begin, he has already been criminally indicted 

by CBI for serious charges of bribery and corruption.   

 

Dr. Desai has already brought endless ignominy and distrust for the entire medical profession in 

India.  In fact, apart from being involved with the heinous crimes like bribery and corruption, Dr. 

Desai’s medical registration has also been suspended indefinitely by MCI in 2010 for 

“professional misconduct” after we lodged a complaint against his illegal and immoral activities 
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vide MCI complaint No. MCI-211-2/2010/2563/2566 (Annexure-2).   It is shocking to imagine 

how a person like Dr. Desai with grossly tainted background including criminal indictment and 

suspended medical registration still manages to become a member of the highly prestigious and 

important statutory government organization like DCI.   

 

The section 6 of “Dentists Code of Ethics Regulations, 1976” (framed under Section  17A of 

“Dentists Act, 1948”) has categorically stated that it would be unethical for any DCI member to 

be linked with “immorality involving abuse of professional relationship” (section 6e) or 

“conniving at or aiding in any kind of illegal practice” (section 6f).  There can be no argument 

that Dr. Desai’s undisputed involvement with illegal and unethical activities, as discussed above, 

makes him absolutely unqualified to become a member of DCI.  Selection of Dr. Desai as a 

member of DCI also clearly violates “Dentists Code of Ethics and Regulations, 1976” both in 

letter and spirit.   

 

The section 54 of “Dentists Act, 1948” has stipulated that the Central Government shall 

investigate and take necessary remedial steps if DCI fails to comply with the provisions under 

this Act in its letters and true spirits.  In view of the discussion above, I request you most 

fervently to investigate this matter of grave concern to public health and to take appropriate 

measures to remove Dr. Desai from DCI immediately for maintaining integrity of the DCI and to 

restore public trust on the highest regulatory body for dental practice in India.  I thank you very 

much in advance for your kind attention and prompt intervention in this matter.   Look forward 

to hearing from you.                 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kunal Saha, MD, PhD 

President, PBT           

 

 

Encl:  1)  Copy of news report dated 28
th

 April, 2014 

 

 

c.c.:  1)  President, Dental Council of India (DCI) 


