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YouTubeRichard Kaul, shown on a News 12 New 

Jersey program about spinal surgery, had his license suspended by the state Board of Medical Examiners because of 

accusations that he performed spinal surgeries without proper training. 

 

TRENTON — The state Board of Medical Examiners voted unanimously today to 

revoke the license of a Pompton Lakes anesthesiologist after finding he performed 

complex spinal surgeries without proper education training. 

 

Richard Kaul, 49, was also ordered to pay $300,000 in penalties, as well as more 

than $175,000 to cover the state's legal costs in the case. 

 

In a written motion, the board called Kaul's conduct "egregious" — including 

"multiple findings of gross negligence, repeated negligence, professional 

misconduct and dishonesty."  Kaul was not present at the hearing at the Hughes 

Justice Complex in Trenton. His attorney, Romain Walker, said he was not sure if 

Kaul would appeal the decision. Walker declined further comment. 



In 2012, the board suspended Kaul's license for his treatment of six patients, 

including a woman who developed an infection and needed corrective surgery after 

a botched seven-hour lumbar fusion. At the time, the board said Kaul "put the 

public at grave risk."  Then, in December, an Administration Law Judge ruled that 

Kaul's "education, training, internships, residencies and fellowships were insufficient 

to prepare him for surgeries of the spine, whether minimally invasive or open." 

 

The board today went beyond the judge's recommendations and added the financial 

penalty, noting that this was Kaul's second major violation in New Jersey.  In 2001, 

a London jury convicted Kaul of negligent manslaughter after a woman he sedated 

during a tooth extraction went into cardiac arrest and died six days later. He lost 

his medical license in England.  Kaul later settled in New Jersey, and in 2003, the 

state medical board suspended him from practicing for six months for failing to 

disclose his conviction. 

 

Acting New Jersey Attorney General John Hoffman praised the panel's decision 

today.  "The board's action today protects the public from someone who put 

patients in harm's way, and quite candidly, had no qualms or remorse about 

repeatedly doing so," Hoffman said in a statement. "Dr. Kaul's patients in fact did 

sustain additional maladies as well as uncorrected medical conditions, as a direct 

result of Dr. Kaul's improper procedures." 

 

Kaul is a board-certified anesthesiologist but did not receive any training in spinal 

surgeries during his residency at Albert Einstein-Montefiore Medical Center in the 

Bronx, according to the complaint against him.  He owns the New Jersey Spine and 

Rehabilitation Center in Pompton Lakes. 

He also has practiced medicine in Clifton, New Brunswick, Piscataway, Bloomfield, 

Elizabeth, Newark, and Jersey City. 

 

 

Star-Ledger staff writer Susan K. Livio contributed to this report. 

 


