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Two former SC officials jailed in bribery case 
Smriti Singh,TNN | Dec 4, 2013, 12.03 AM IST 

 
 

NEW DELHI: US-based NRI Dr Kunal Saha, who recently won a landmark 
medical-negligence case, has won another battle against corruption. 
 
Four years ago, two officials of the Supreme Court registry had asked him 
for a bribe of Rs 75,000 to get his case listed early for a final hearing and 
threatened that non-payment would result in delay in the hearing. At that 
time, Dr Saha had been fighting a legal battle in the apex court to get justice 
for his wife who died due to medicalnegligence in 1998. 
 
In October Dr Saha had won the case of medical negligence, with the 
Supreme Court enhancing the compensation paid to him from Rs 1.73 crore 
to Rs 5.96 crore, the highest damage ever paid in such a case in India. 
 
On Tuesday a special CBI court sentenced the two former Supreme Court 
registry officials to jail terms for demanding and accepting a bribe from Dr 
Saha to list his case for an early hearing. Special CBI judge Dinesh Kumar 
Sharma sentenced C Perumal to three years in jail and Kudallur Srinivas 
Badrinatham to two years in jail after holding them guilty of criminal 
conspiracy and various offences under the Prevention of Corruption Act. 
 
The judge said the convicts were court officials and had failed the trust of 
the judiciary. "There cannot be duality of opinion that corrupt practices 
adopted by officials of the court tarnish image of the judicial system as 
such...The cancer of corruption is more dangerous to judicial system, which 
is the only institution in which a common man has still certain amount of 
faith. The instances like present one give serious jolt to the faith of litigants 
in the judicial system," the judge said. 
 
In 2004, Dr Saha had moved the Supreme Court and filed a special leave 
petition. In 2005, the petition was converted into a criminal appeal. 
Disturbed over the non-listing of his appeal for final hearing, Dr Saha came 
to India in January 2009 and threatened to sit on a hunger strike. He 
alleged his advocate told him that Badrinathan (an assistant in the Supreme 
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Court registry) and Perumal (a registry staff) asked for the bribe for listing 
his appeal for final hearing. Instead of agreeing to a deal, Dr Saha informed 
the CBI, which laid a trap and caught the duo red-handed. 
 
Rejecting the plea of the convicts, who sought a lenient view, judge Sharma 
said: "The convicts before this court being the employees of the highest 
court of this land, deserves appropriate punishment." 
 


