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VISAKHAPATNAM: The chaotic political situation prevailing in the state has provided 

the perfect opportunity for irregularities to thrive in various government departments. 

And this includes the healthcare system where the recently held Andhra Pradesh 

Medical Council (APMC) polls to elect representatives from the state to the Medical 

Council of India (MCI) were allegedly conducted in a non-transparent manner.  

 

A senior doctor from Osmania Medical College alleged, "In the recent APMC elections, 

one of the contestants offered a lump sum as well as flight tickets and hotel stay for each 

of the voters, which is a gross violation. Unfortunately, the NTR Health University 

senate members voted in his favour. Another person elected was an 'agent' who supplies 

'patients and faculty' to private medical colleges whenever an MCI team comes for 

inspections. The election in the state was nothing less than a 'cash-for-vote' scam and 

the future of medical education depends on this elected body."  

 

What has made matters worse is that though the proposed Indian Medical 

Council (Amendment) Bill, 2013, is yet to be passed in Parliament, state councils have 

already begun having elections on the lines of what has been proposed by the bill.  

 

This, even as the introduction of the bill in Parliament itself has come under the scanner 

as it proposes to provide more power to the health ministry and stakeholders of shoddy 

private medical colleges to further manipulate the central medical regulatory system. 

According to the new bill, one doctor would be elected to MCI for every 10 medical 

colleges, including private ones. This means that four doctors will be elected from AP, 

which has around 40 medical colleges.  
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Calling the bill "a colossal political gimmick", Dr Kunal Saha, a well-known crusader 

against medical malpractices and corruption in India, wrote an article last week in a 

medical journal pointing out its loopholes. "Four doctors were elected as MCI members 

from the NTR Health University in AP in the elections held in August 2013. One of the 

doctors is not only the owner and chairman of a private college in coastal AP, he is also 

the president of Private Medical Colleges Association, a group that promotes the 

interests of private medical colleges in India. Allowing such a doctor with conflict of 

interest as a member of MCI, which has the sole authority not only to recognize new 

private medical colleges but also approve or disapprove an increase in the number of 

graduate and postgraduate seats in the existing private medical colleges is not 

justifiable," he stated.  

 

Further, MCI inspections are not foolproof as private colleges take the inspecting team 

for a ride and manipulate records to show everything is hunky-dory whenever the 

inspection team drops in, alleged another government doctor from Andhra Medical 

College (AMC), Visakhapatnam.  

 

Narrating his experience at a private college in Nellore that belongs to a well-known 

group of education institutions in AP, the AMC doctor averred, "I was part of the 

inspecting team. I found there was only one associate professor for plastic surgery, 

whereas there were two seats. They tried to convince me that they have two professors 

but it was just an eyewash. There were also several other flaws in their records. In most 

private colleges, the non-teaching faculty just shows up once in a while during MCI 

inspections to give the impression that all the faculty is in place. I wrote to the 

government about it and one of the seats was scrapped," stated the senior doctor.  

 

In this context, Dr Saha wrote in his article, "The owners and shareholders of many 

private medical colleges have been able to obtain MCI recognition even without 

adequate infrastructure and medical faculties in the recent past using external political 

influence or by bribing the officials/members of MCI. These private medical colleges are 

built with the primary motive to make huge financial profit through exorbitant 

'capitation fee' from students. Doctors who own private medical colleges should never 



be allowed to become MCI members to avoid possible conflict of interest." Meanwhile 

senior and honest doctors have criticized the bill stating that unscrupulous doctors and 

medical colleges with financial affluence and political connections that have been 

plundering the healthcare delivery system have little to fear from the changes in the law 

proposed in the new bill, which is an amendment of the Indian Medical Council Act, 

1956.  

 

"The new bill does not have a provision to check infiltration of tainted doctors as elected 

members of MCI. Also, an MCI member can be removed only if the central government 

is convinced that the member has 'so abused his position as to render his continuance in 

office detrimental to the overall public interest', even if the members are nominated and 

not elected. The law also does nothing to prevent a doctor, who has already been 

convicted or is known to be involved in nefarious activities, from becoming a member or 

even president of MCI. There's also no provision in the Bill to exclude doctors who are 

involved in running the business of private medical colleges from becoming members of 

MCI," observed Dr Saha. 

 


