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A public interest litigation 
(PIL) has been filed before 
the Supreme Court (SC) 
against Gujarat University 
(GU) and Dr Ketan Desai 
challenging Desai’s election 
to the GU senate. A few doc-
tors have, meanwhile, filed 
separate petitions, seeking 
to appear as interveners in 
the plea initiated by Peo-
ple’s for Better Treatment.

The matter has been ad-
journed to next week as the 
petitioner and the interven-
ers’ lawyers have sought ad-
ditional time. 

In his petition, PBT presi-
dent Dr Kunal Saha has 
raised the issue of Desai be-
ing caught red-handed by 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) while taking 
bribe. After Desai’s medical 
registration was suspended 
by Medical Council of India 
(MCI) in 2010, he managed 
to get himself elected to the 
lone seat for medical gradu-
ates in the GU senate.  

According to the PIL, as a 

member of the GU senate, 
Dr Desai has paved the way 
to regain entry to MCI be-
cause as per Medical Coun-
cil of India Act, 1956, doctor-
member from each univer-
sity senate would automati-
cally be nominated to MCI.  
Saha, who runs the Kolkata-
based organisation, is a non-
resident Indian. He had ear-
lier filed pleas against De-
sai’s election before the 
Gujarat high court but could 
not succeed. He subse-
quently approached SC, 
which directed him to find 
an alternative forum to raise 
the issue. 

Plea against Ketan Desai’s 
election to GU senate

NGO moves apex 
court against former 
chief of MCI

Pick a name for me and post on FB!
Chaitra Devarhubli

‘Gattu’, ‘Alashiyalal’, ‘Mr. Cleaner’. These 
are the some of names being dis-
cussed by AMC officials for the 
civic body’s mascot. Citizens, 
too, will now get a chance to 
scratch their heads and join 
the search. To get an attractive 
name for its mascot, an earth-
worm, AMC has decided to in-
vite suggestions via Facebook.

Explaining the concept, an official of 
the solid waste management (SWM) de-
partment, requesting anonymity, said, 

“The idea is to involve citizens in the cam-
paign and to give a catchy name to the 

mascot.” The mascot’s photo and the 
message of the mascot will be 

posted on AMC’s Facebook 
wall within a week. 

“As we’ve got permission 
from the municipal com-
missioner and the deputy 
municipal commissioner for 

involving citizens for the 
name hunt, it will be available 

on Facebook within a week,” the of-
ficial added. The mascot was launched 
last month during Vibrant Gujarat 2013.

CRIME ROUND-UP
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A couple from Mehsana dis-
trict has been arrested in 
Ahmedabad for kidnapping 
a seven-month-old boy. The 
Detection of Crime Branch 
(DCB), on Sunday, nabbed 
Dinesh and Hansa at Asto-
dia, after the boy’s mother, 
Bhanuben Patel, lodged a 
complaint against them at a 
police station in Surat. 

An investigation revealed 
that the couple kidnapped 
the infant from his house on 
February 7, after they failed 
to have a baby. The accused 
had taken the boy out on the 
pretext of buying new clothes 
for him. The case was han-
dled by Surat police before 

being transferred to DCB. 
“Dinesh used to work in 

a circus before. After inquir-
ing about him from differ-
ent people, we got to know 
that the couple is from 

C h a n d ro d a  v i l l a ge  i n 
Mehsana district. We later 
got the information that 
they will be coming to 
Ahmedabad,” said RR Sar-
vaiyaa, inspector, DCB.   

Infant's kidnappers held
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A 40-year-old engineer of a 
Delhi-based firm was 
found dead in Maninagar 
on Sunday night. 

Pitambar Yadav was 
murdered for loot at his 
temporary residence in 
Pushpkunj Idgah area. As 
per Maninagar police, Ya-
dav is native on Samastipur, 
Bihar and worked for an 
engineering firm. He was 
alloted work of supervising 
drainage line work from 
Pushpkunj to Bhairavnath. 
His body was found by the 
labourers on Monday. 

Yadav was stabbed in 
the back as well as hit on 
his head with a wooden 
log. A screwdriver and a 
log used as a shovel han-
dle has been recovered 
from the crime scene. 

“The company had given 
Yadav Rs60,000 in cash for 
the expenses related to 
drainage work. The cash is 
missing from the house,” 
said VJ Gadhvi, police in-
spector of Maninagar. We 
suspect that some labour-
ers might be involved in the 
murder,” he added. 

Engg found 
murdered 
at home
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The stage is set for 24 stu-
dents of Nirma University 
to compete in the sixth edi-
tion of Baja SAEIndia 2013. 
The students, who belong 
to different branches of en-
gineering, have designed 
an all-terrain vehicle (ATV) 
which is compact, clutch-
free and has four-wheel-
drive with automated 
transmission. 

The vehicle, which will 
compete with models from 
other Indian colleges, was 
unveiled at the varsity’s 
campus on Monday. 

The ATV fabrication and 
racing event, for under-
graduate engineering stu-
dents, will begin in Indore 
on Thursday. 

Members of ‘Team Stal-
lions’ said that they had 
worked hard for around 
eight months on the proj-
ect. According to the team’s 
leader, Tejas Vaghela, the 
focus this year was on im-
proving the design that had 
been entered in the last 
competition. “This year, we 
came up with a front en-
gine,  four-wheel-drive 
model with automatic 
transmission,” he said, 
adding that the transmis-
sion would help overcome 
most hurdles.

Nirma students 
design all-terrain 
vehicle

Home department is looking into the matter. To stop 
such incidents in the future, I have asked all 
superintendents of police to visit jails in their districts 
and under their jurisdiction for a status report on 
security measures.

— Chitranjan Singh, director general of police

It seems that supervisory officers have failed in doing 
their duty. As per my knowledge, they do 2-3 night 
shifts a week, which makes even a sincere officer 
lethargic. Senior officers should supervise regularly 
and make assessment of the situation.

— Sudhir Sinha, former commissioner of police, Ahmedabad

You cannot blame junior officers for such major lapses 
in security. Officers like ADGP-Prison must periodically 
check the jail premises with metal detectors, etc to 
ensure total security… Today’s incident shows lack of 
commitment by senior jail staff.

—  RB Sreekumar, former DGP of Gujarat

Was there a cover-up bid?
There may have been attempts to hide the discovery of the tunnel at Sabarmati 
prison. The tunnel was detected by the jail authorities on Sunday morning but 
nothing was told about it to other departments till Monday. Various police 
agencies such as the ATS, the crime branch, and the SOG were all informed 
about it only on Monday. The official complaint in the case was lodged after 
more than 25 hours of the discovery of the tunnel.

IB warning ignored 
Sources said that the central and state intelligence bureaus had warned the 
Sabarmati jail authorities about the intentions of the accused. Hence, high 
security was ordered inside the jail premises. Yet, for 45 days after digging of the 
secret tunnel started, the jail officials did not have any inkling of it. 

Departmental probe ordered 
A departmental enquiry into the tunnel digging will be conducted by the deputy 
inspector general (prisons) Amit Vishwakarma. He will investigate if there was 
negligence on the part of the jail authorities. 

Staff reluctant to patrol Chhota Chakkar 
Jail staff were reluctant to patrol the Chhota Chakkar part of the jail because the 
serial blasts accused would lodge a complaint against whoever took the trouble 
of inspecting the area. In fact, the maximum number of complaints sent to 
different forums alleging ill-treatment of prisoners at Sabarmati, were allegedly 
from the blasts accused. Sources further said that there were not enough police 

officials to look after all the barracks properly. 

The 'technocrat' tunnel diggers
Serial blast accused involved in digging of a tunnel 
had good knowledge of buildings' construction 

The fourteen involved are engineers, computer  
experts and management graduates

The 2008 A'bad blasts accused used plates and gardening 
equipment to dig the tunnel

The soil extracted from the hole was then carted away  
in milk crates

The soil was quite skillfully used by the prisoners in 
landscaping of the prison garden

Roxy Gagdekar & Ritesh Shah

The 14 serial blasts accused involved in 
digging a tunnel at Sabarmati prison 
include a civil engineer, an electronics 
engineer, a computer expert and man-
agement experts.

The idea of digging a 
tunnel from the toilets 
in Chhota Chakkar area 
of the jail to the prison’s 
main drainage line was 
that of Hafiz Hussain 
(27), a third-year civil 
engineering student 
from Karnataka.

“It seems Hussain 
also had an idea of the 
construction of the 
buildings here, their 
strength and the walls that came in the 
way of the tunnel,” additional director 
general of police (prisons) PC Thakur 
told DNA. 

“While planning the route of the tun-
nel, Hussain had ensured that it did not 
pass through areas which could weaken 
constructions on the ground. Eventu-
ally, he increased the number of people 
working on the tunnel. They would 

keep digging for hours,” Thakur said. 
Besides Hussain, Shahduli Kareem is 

another engineer accused of involve-
ment in the jailbreak plan. Sources said 
that he is an electronics engineer and 
had played an important role in plan-
ning the digging of the tunnel.

Among the other 
prisoners accused of 
involvement in the es-
cape plan are a third 
ye a r  B BA  s t u d e n t 
Nadeem Naeem; final-
year B.Sc. student Nasir 
Patel; final-year MBA 
student Saquib Nizar; a 
c o m p u t e r  s c i e n c e 
graduate Shibly Ka-
reem; and Iqbal Sheikh, 
a trained fitter from an 

ITI in Gujarat. 
A source in the prisons department 

said on the condition of anonymity that 
the blasts accused are angry with the 
system and have been saying that they 
were not responsible for the bomb 
blasts. “It seems that they had lost all 
hope of being released from prison and 
that is why they hatched this escape 
plan,” the policeman said. 

The idea of digging a 
tunnel from the toilets 
in Chhota Chakkar area 
of the jail to the 
prison’s main drainage 
line was that of Hafiz 
Hussain (27), a third-
year civil engg student 
from Karnataka
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Early on Monday morning, 
Danilimda police recovered a 
crude bomb near the house 
of city braveheart, Reshma 
Rangrez. Reshma had shot to 
fame one and half years back 
when she got her husband, 
Shahezad, arrested for mak-
ing crude bombs at their 
house in New Faisalnagar 
behind Barrel market in 

Danilimada area. 
Danilimada police sources 

said that some miscreants 
planted a crude bomb-like 
apparatus near Reshma’s 
house during Sunday night. 
After seeing the tobacco met-
al box near her house at 5am, 
Reshma informed police 
about her suspicions.  

Danilimada police rushed 
to the spot and recovered the 
metal box and other materi-

als from the spot. Cops later 
learnt that the bomb-like box 
wasn’t harmful as it didn’t 
contain any gun powder. 

To make it look like a 
crude bomb, the miscre-
ants put metal and glass 
pieces in it and also poured 
acid on it. However, since 
the box was found near 
Reshma’s house, they have 
taken the matter seriously 
and are investigating it.  

'Bomb' found near Reshma’s house

VISuAllY CHAlleNGeD BHAVeSH BHATIA AND HIS TeAM CReATe DeSIGNeR CANDleS, SeTTING AN exAMPle Of Self-RelIANCe

He lacks sight, but sees beauty in lighting up lives
Vasundhara Joshi

He may be completely visually 
impaired but he sure knows how 
to create beauty. Bhavesh Bhatia 
showcased handcrafted designer 
candles made by him and 82 other 
differently abled people at the ex-
hibition ‘Memories’ in the city.     

Born and brought up in Maha-
baleshwar, Maharashtra, Bhatia 
started off as a NCC cadet and  
went on to give his best as a hotel 
manager. But at the age of 29 
years, he lost his eyesight and was 
left with hundred percent blind-
ness. It was a hard blow to take.      

When his mother was ailing 
from cancer he applied to the Na-
tional Association for the Blind 
(NAB), Mumbai and learnt how to 
make designer candles there. Af-
ter his mother passed away, an-
other blow, he took on the respon-
sibility of taking care of his family.

He sat outside a church with a 
small table selling candles in Maha-
baleshwar  and soon made friends 
who were challenge in some way 
or the other. Visually impaired chil-
dren, women and senior citizens 
and the physically challenged help 
him create beautiful candles. Mind 
power, acutely developed sixth 

sense and in-built creativity helped 
him in his vocation.

At present, he has an organisa-
tion named ‘Sunrise Candles’ 
where a team of 82 works. They 
have made around 7,500 designer 
candles so far. He encourages the 
challenged to become self-reliant 

and not beg. “We don’t want sym-
pathy, we just want opportunity,” 
he always says. The team also 
makes paper bags from waste 
newspapers and has also set up an 
orchestra.  

Some of the candles have exte-
riors of bamboo and coconut 
while others are floating, aroma 
gel block candles with fragrances 
like vanilla, jasmine, strawberry 
and lavender. Bhatia has gained 
immense popularity with actors 
and celebrities who flock to his 
workplace. A wax museum of 
handcrafted candles has been set 
up by the visually impaired people 

in Mahabaleshwar. His team as-
pires to start making phenyl, or-
ganic soaps, envelopes and in-
cense sticks if they get much-
needed support.  

He says his visit to Ahmedabad 
has been delightful and fulfilling. 
“I really appreciate the warmth 
and energy of city people.” Instead 
of giving flower bouquets, compa-
nies have been encouraged to buy 
these candles as gifts. Even sweets 
are replaced by candles for occa-
sional gifting. “My aim is to make 
the longest candle and get into the 
Guinness Book of World Records,” 
he says. 

At present, he has an 
organisation named 
‘Sunrise Candles’ where a 
team of 82 works. They 
have made around 7,500 
designer candles so far

(l) The child with his mother; the accused in custody —Pankaj Shukla.DNA


