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Purulia: A CRPF jawan,
who was on vacation at his
ancestral house in Puru-
lia’s Beliagora village, was
killed allegedly by a gang of
dacoits when he tried to re-
sist them. The gang de-
camped with valuables
worth Rs 1 lakh early on
Wednesday. The attire worn
by the goons and the way
they conducted themselves
hint that the jawan may
have been attacked by
Maoists. The victim’s body
has been sent for autopsy. 

Yudisthir Mahato (30)
was known to be a brave-
heart since childhood. In
2004, he joined the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and subsequently
served in Kashmir and New
Delhi. 

It was about six months
back that Mahato was post-
ed as a wireless operator ha-
waldar of 26 Battalion at
Bokaro Chas ITI in Jhark-
hand. 

On December 25, Maha-
to went to Beliagora in Joy-
pur along with his wife
Usha and 20-month-old
daughter Kanan. He was
scheduled to return on Ja-
nuary 20. 

Around 1am on Wednes-
day, a gang of four dacoits

scaled the wall of the one-
storey building which is
around a km away from the
village centre and entered
the house from the terrace.
When Mahato woke up on
hearing a sound and con-
fronted the dacoits, they re-
peatedly stabbed him in his

chest with bhojalis. Mahato
slumped to the ground and
died on the spot. 

The gang then opened
the main gate and allowed
10 more goons to join them.
Taking Usha at gunpoint
and threatening the kids to
stay indoors, the gang then
went on a looting spree.
They first struck Mahato’s
room and ransacked the al-
mirah and then moved on to
Mahato’s brother’s room
and decamped with cash
and gold ornaments. The
operation lasted for 30 
minutes.

The family raised an
alarm after the dacoits fled
and villagers rushed to
their rescue. 

Locals said that at
9.30pm on Tuesday, they
had seen six men on three
motorcycles near the vil-
lage. Police suspect that the
gang had kept their bikes
near the village and return-
ed there after their attack. 

Mahato’s widow Usha
said the miscreants were
wearing black clothes and
speaking in Hindi and Ben-
gali. “They looted valua-
bles and cash worth more
than Rs 1 lakh. The mis-
creants could have been
Maoists,” she added. 

Purulia SP C Sudhakar
visited the jawan’s family
on Wednesday morning. He
told TOI that prima facie
the jawan seemed to have
been killed by dacoits, but
police will investigate all
possible angles including a
suspected Maoist attack.
Joypur police have started
combing operations. 

Decamp With Valuables Worth ̀̀ 1 Lakh; Police Suspect Maoist Links

Goons kill CRPF jawan in Purulia
Debajyoti Chakraborty TNN

The bereaved family members of Yudisthir Mahato (right)
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Kolkata: For Ajay Tamang,
a tea vendor at Darjeeling
Mall, the 30-minute walk
from his home to his shop
has become a nightmare.
Less than a week ago, his
friend was killed in a sus-
pected leopard attack near
the Mall, the favourite han-
gout for tourists in the Hills.
The attack has not only left
Tamang shaken, it has also
cast a shadow over the win-
ter revelry in the Hills. Hun-
dreds of people from villages
like Pragati Maidan and Vic-
toria Falls, who take their
regular evening walks at the
Mall, now prefer to stay in-
doors fearing more attacks.

Miles away, on the foot-
hills of the Dooars, workers
in the Tondu tea estate are
jittery after a female leopard
mauled four people on Mon-
day before it was tranquil-
ised and caged by foresters.
The villagers had a go at it
with knives and spears, leav-
ing it bleeding. 

By the looks of it, the bat-
tle between claws and dag-
gers is going to get bloodier. 

Change in land use pat-
tern is bringing leopards
closer to humans. Rapid en-
croachment of forest land in
North Bengal for tea planta-
tion is turning dangerous for
both people and wildlife, just
the way conversion of
groundnut and millet fields
into sugarcane and mango
cultivation is triggering con-
flicts with lions and leopards
on the periphery of Gir in
Gujarat. The use of forest
land for development pro-
jects is taking a toll on wild-
life corridors, anyway.

“The leopard has adapted
to live near humans due to

the changes in land use.
Their habitat requirements
are few — some cover and
enough prey,” said Anushree
Bhattacharjee of Bangalore-
based Nature Conservation
Foundation, who has done a
study jointly with N Parthas-
arathy of Pondicherry Uni-
versity on the human-leop-
ard conflict in Western
Dooars. The study, published
recently in a US journal Hu-
man Dimensions of Wildlife,
says more than 20% of forest
area in this region has al-
ready been converted into
plantations of teak, sal and
tea. 
Habitat Woes

Almost 90% of the 243
leopard attacks in Western
Dooars between April 2001
and March 2008 were in tea
gardens. “These are hot
spots for conflicts, possibly
because many tea garden

workers keep cattle. Also,
leopards prefer tea bushes to
give birth,” said Biswajit
Roy Chowdhury of the state
wildlife advisory board.

The conflict level is high-
er between March and June
— coinciding with the time
leopards give birth. Their
maternal instincts are high
and they would attack any-
one who comes in the way of
the cubs. Even in Monday’s
attack, DFO of Wildlife II
Sumita Ghatak had initially
feared that the leopard at-
tacked because it was pro-
tecting its cubs who are still
in the area. 

“However, the highest
number of human deaths —
40 — occurred in January,
the pruning season, when
tea workers come in contact
with leopards resting under
tea bushes,” said Bhatta-
charjee.

Human-Leopard 
Co-existence

Not many know that in
spite of being shy, these se-
cretive cats are versatile and
can live close to humans. In
developed countries, bears
and mountain lions adapt to
urban areas surviving on
garbage, livestock and do-
mestic pets like dogs and
cats. “In India, wolves, leop-
ards, hyenas and jackals do
the same on the forest fring-
es,” said wildlife biologist
Vidya Athreya.

According to wildlife ad-
visory board member Joydip
Kundu, simple acts of im-
proving defences can make
differences in rural liveli-
hood. Farmers in Himachal
Pradesh, who covered their
livestock pens with chain-
link fences, reported re-
duced livestock kills.
No To Translocation?

Translocation, conserva-
tionists say, will only worsen
the problem considering a
leopard’s territorial nature.
“If the leopards are moved
several kilometres away,
they will try to come back us-
ing new human-dominated
areas, triggering more con-
flicts,” said Athreya.

In Western Dooars, there
were reports of conflicts at
the release sites of leopards.
Conflicts in tea estates near
Gorumara National Park
are minimal due to availabil-
ity of natural prey in the for-
ests. But there was a sudden
rise in the conflicts in 2007,
when 20 people were at-
tacked by leopards in four
tea estates around Goruma-
ra. “It was found that a total
11 leopards were released in
Gorumara over the previous
two years,” the study 
reveals.

Spotted Pride Under Attack
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�More than 90 leopards
were rescued in North
Bengal in last fi ve years

�On an average, 6
leopards and 2 humans
are killed in the confl icts 
in North Bengal 
every year

�More than 243 cases
of human depredation by 
leopard were reported in 
Western Dooars between 
2001 and 2008, of which 
only 5, all children of tea 
estate workers, were 
fatal

�Of the 41 leopard
deaths reported in this 
period, 23% were of 
leopard cubs rescued 
from various tea estates
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As Humans Muscle Into The Leopard’s Lair, The Secretive 
Cat Fights Back But It’s A Losing Battle

Kolkata: A 22-year-old
youth was arrested for al-
legedly attacking a doctor
with a knife in Thakurpu-
kur on Tuesday night. The
accused reached the doc-
tor’s residence-cum-cham-
ber at Parispara near Shak-
herbazar posing as a
patient. Police said Apurba
Chakraborty, the 47-year-
old doctor, lives at his fourth
floor flat alone. 

“The youth introduced
himself as Bijay Khanna
and complained of chest

pain. Without any suspi-
cion, I checked him, wrote a
prescription and told him to
visit me after six days,” said
the doctor. 

The doctor said when
the accused was told to pay
the fees of Rs 300, he took
out a knife and tried to hold
it on the doctor’s throat. But
the doctor managed to get
hold of his hand tightly and
informed his friends, who
rushed there to rescue him.
Later, the accused was
handed over to officials at
Thakurpukur. Probe re-
vealed that his original
name is Kunal Seth, a drug
addict and a resident of Sak-
herbazar. 

Police suspect that the
accused was trying to steal
cash from the doctor. Chak-
raborty sustained some mi-
nor bruises on his neck and
throat. 

Youth poses
as patient to 
rob doctor
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The doctor said
that when the
youth was told 
to pay the fees of
`̀300, he took 
out a knife and
attacked the
doctor

Belda (West Midnapore):
Chief minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee on Wednesday took
on the leader of the opposi-
tion Surjya Kanta Mishra
in the latter’s own bastion,
Belda. A confident Mamata
said, “We may have lost Bel-
da in the Assembly elec-
tions, but the people will
make up for it in the pan-
chayat polls.”

Meanwhile, commuters
were harassed on Wednes-
day as they were told to get
off buses plying on routes
Belda-Bypass, Digha-Mid-
napore and Sarenga-Midna-
pore, which were freed to
ferry Trinamool support-
ers. A bus was allegedly
damaged by the workers of
the Makrampur CPM party
office. The Trinamool, later,
put up a roadblock to protest
against this. 

Without naming Mis-
hra, the chief minister said:
“Neta moshai (Mr Leader),
you have had health in your
hands for years, but did
nothing. Now, we suddenly
find you talking big. From
panchayat to health (both
portfolios were held by Mis-
hra in the erstwhile Left

Front government), you did
precious little. And now we
find all CPM leaders like
you appearing on television
and attacking me on the
slightest pretext.”

Referring to the sole 30-
bed hospital in Belda, she
said her government would
add another 30 beds to this
hospital in a month. The
chief minister said one of
the 35 super speciality hos-
pitals being planned for the
state will come up at West
Midnapore. She announced
that 10% of the 17,000 pri-
mary and para-teachers,
who were left in the lurch by
the CPM-led government,
would be adsorbed by her
government. “The CPM
recruited its own people ev-
erywhere. So can I, if we get
the money. We will give jobs
to 2-3 lakh people,” she said.

Locals suffer as CM
holds rally in Belda

Sujoy Khanra TNN

A damaged bus near 
the rally site

Santanu Mondal

Kolkata: The Calcutta high
court, on Wednesday, direct-
ed the state to hold elections
to form a new board of the
West Bengal Medical Coun-
cil (WBMC) within next six
months. The election proc-
ess should start within six
weeks, the division bench of
Chief Justice Arun Mishra
and Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi ordered. The state will
have to provide adequate
funds to conduct the 
elections.

The court was hearing a

public interest litigation by
People for Better Treatment
(PBT), an organization set
up by NRI medical practitio-
ner Kunal Saha, whose wife
died in Kolkata due to al-
leged medical negligence.
His complaint against some
well-known Kolkata-based
doctors is pending before the
WBMC. One of the primary
functions of the WBMC
board is to probe the com-
plaints. At present, there are
a few hundred complaints
pending before the WBMC. 

In his PIL, Saha com-
plained that the WBMC be-
came virtually defunct after
the elections to elect a board
were cancelled in 2010. In-

stead of holding fresh elec-
tions, the state government
— in March 2012 — passed
an ordinance and set up an
ad-hoc committee to head
the WBMC till 2015. The gov-
ernment then said that steps
have been taken to expedite
the investigation into the
complaints of medical 
negligence. 

Saha submitted to the
court that investigation into
complaints have virtually
come to a stop after 2010
when the elections were can-
celled. He also claimed that
the state’s decision to pass
an ordinance and set up an
ad-hoc committee was un-
democratic and has not
helped in resolving the cases
before the WBMC. Saha also
alleged that the ad-hoc com-
mittee is involved in mal-
practices and it is trying to
shield doctors accused of
negligence. 

After going through his
submissions, the court
agreed that an elected body
and not an ad-hoc one
should be in charge of the
WBMC. Apart from the
chairman, the ad-hoc com-
mittee has 10 members, in-
cluding three government
nominees. The government
nominees are the director of
medical education, director
of health services and the
assistant director of health
services. 

Court orders 
med council polls

6 MONTHS’ TIME
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As a helpless observer of the
barbaric acts of physical
violence and ethics violations
committed by many of this
state’s political leaders,
pundits, and rank and file, over a
long period of shame, I praise
the selfless and constructive
efforts by Governor M K
Narayanan to stop the bleeding
of our state.

Not only have his frequent
and timely caution-calls been
very sincere, his January 9
warning to the administrators
has resonated so strikingly with
the combined frustration of
Bengal’s well-wishers that it
might turn out to be an effective
last-ditch effort to rescue a
sinking ship.

I sincerely hope that God lets
the wisdom and rationality of all
political and apolitical people of
Bengal prevail over the evil
spirits so that our state can rise
with vigour and start rebuilding
itself. 
Arun Mukherjee, New Town

A distant ray of 
hope for Bengal
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