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UK institute denies tie-up for course, health brass admit ‘mistake’

Govt jumps gun on doc degree
G.S. MUDURAND
SANJAYMANDAL

Oct. 25: The Bengal governm-
ent has come out with a bro-
chure for a postgraduate diplo-
ma course in family medicine
claiming a “technical collabo-
ration” with the Royal College
of General Practitioners, UK,
but the London-based body
today denied any formal asso-
ciation yet and wanted its
name removed.

The brochure for the one-
year course, published on Oc-
tober 4 and available on the
health department’s official
website, claims: “All teaching
and training programmes
would be imparted by experi-
enced faculty from the state
and Royal College, London.”

“The exit examination
would be jointly conducted by
the West Bengal University of
Health Sciences and Royal

College of General Practition-
ers (RCGP) by… knowledge-
based objective structured
clinical examination and
other rating scales.”

Sandy Mather, the head of
the RCGP’s international divi-
sion, told The Telegraph
today that the organisation
was working with the Bengal
government to take the diplo-
ma through its “rigorous ac-
creditation process” but the
formal collaboration was still
awaiting several reviews.

“A draft curriculum for the
course is under assessment
now and is expected to be fina-
lised by November. It is expect-
ed to undergo another review
by February,” Mather said.

Mather added she believed
the Bengal government’s an-
nouncement mentioning the
RCGP was “an administrative
error” and that the organisa-
tion has written to the state as-

king it to remove the reference
to its name in the brochure.

An RCGP membership al-
lows a general practitioner fr-
om India to practice in the UK.

“It’s similar to the Royal
College of Physicians,” said a
Calcutta-based critical care
expert trained in the UK.
“General practitioners are
supposed to provide prelimi-
nary care to patients.”

The health department has
already received more than
100 applications from MBBS
doctors for 24 seats in the di-
ploma course, an official said.

“The department of health
and family welfare, govern-
ment of West Bengal in techni-
cal collaboration with the
RCGP, London, UK, decided to
conduct a one year compre-
hensive diplomate course in
family medicine in 2012-2012
session,” the brochure says.

The brochure for the high-

er education course is not only
littered with basic English er-
rors, it also wrongly mentions
the session as 2012-2012.

“It’s a mistake. We’ll recti-
fy it and make it 2012-13,” an of-
ficial said.

The RCGP got in touch wi-
th the state government over
the brochure after NRI doctor
Kunal Saha brought the claim
to the organisation’s notice.

Ohio-based Saha is legally
fighting several Calcutta doc-
tors and a private hospital for
many years over his wife Anu-
radha’s death because of al-
leged medical negligence.

Last week, Saha had cau-
sed embarrassment to Mama-
ta Banerjee as the Supreme
Court issued a notice asking
why she should not be made a
party to a case challenging the
appointment of one of the ac-
cused doctors, Sukumar Muk-
herjee, as the chief health ad-

viser to the state government.
“The RCGP told me they

have not yet given accredita-
tion to the course,” Saha said.

Swasthya Bhavan officials
said they were yet to receive
any written communication
from the RCGP. “I have spoken
to their co-ordinator in Lond-
on and there is no question of
dropping plans to start the co-
urse,” said Sushanta Baner-
jee, the state’s director of med-
ical education.

He said a MoU for the diplo-
ma course was signed between
the RCGP and the health de-
partment in July. “However,
some programme modules are
being finalised by the RCGP
and that is causing the delay.”

The official conceded that
though the course was sched-
uled to begin in 2012, it was un-
likely now. “We are expecting
it to start rolling by January
2013,” Sushanta Banerjee said.

‘Assault’and dharna at Haldia port
OUR BUREAU

Oct. 25: Mechanised cargo ha-
ndler Haldia Bulk Terminals
(HBT) has filed an FIR alleg-
ing assault on one of its work-
ers by retrenched labourers,
the complaint coming a few
days after Calcutta High Court
ordered police and the East
Midnapore administration to
ensure safety at Haldia port.

The Trinamul-backed dock
labourers’ union and many of
the sacked HBT employees
today started an indefinite
dharna on the road leading to
the port’s main entrance de-
manding that the retrenched
workers be reinstated but the
district authorities said no ac-
tion could be taken against
them as the demonstration
was held beyond 100 metres of

the dock complex, the no-
protest limit set by the court.

In the FIR lodged on Tues-
day with Haldia police, HBT
said: “One of our workers,
Sunil Das, was attacked by a
mob of around 100 people con-
sisting of our retrenched
workers along with unidenti-
fied people at Ranichak.”

Das said he was pandal-
hopping on Ashtami (Mon-

day) when he was attacked.
A senior police officer said

a case had been started.
Subdivisional police offic-

er Amitava Maity said: “It has
been decided that six police ca-
mps will be set up inside and
outside the Haldia Dock Com-
plex. As soon as HBT deposits
the money, we will start our
work.”

HBT sources said the po-

lice had told the company that
Rs 17,45,000 would be needed
for the security arrangemen-
ts. “We will deposit the money
tomorrow,” a source said.

Utpal Bera, the general sec-
retary of the INTTUC-affiliat-
ed dock labourers’ union, said
450 workers of Five Star, the
company whose contract HBT
has terminated, had joined the
dharna.

LOVE STRINGS

Carlos Santana and wife
Cynthia Blackman kiss in
Bangalore, where the guitar
legend will hold his first-
ever concert in India on
Friday.

The organisers gifted
Santana an idol of Lord
Ganesha and Mysore silk
shawls on Thursday.

The guitarist will hold
another concert in Delhi on
Sunday.

Santana told journalists
he was “privileged” to
play in the land of Ravi
Shankar and Ustad Ali
Akbar Khan.

“Who doesn’t like to pen
a song that moves people like
say, Bob Marley,” said the 65-
year-old child of Woodstock.
“It is an honour to embrace
that challenge.”

Santana spoke about his
early influences — Bossa
Nova creator Carlos Jobim,
blues master B.B. King — his
quest for inner peace
through his music and dis-
like for drugs.

“There are drugs and
there is medicine. Mother
Nature created medicine, but
we humans created drugs
that damage the mind,” San-
tana said.

Wife Cynthia, a drum-
mer, let in on a little-known
facet of
her life with Santana. “Once
in a while, I do sit in and play
with his band. But, no, I am
not a part of Carlos’s group,”
she said.

Asked about his concerts
in India, Santana said he
would play music from yes-
terday, today and tomorrow.

Bangalore News Photo

Trinamul
poll blow

New Delhi, Oct. 25 (PTI): The
Election Commission today
rejected Trinamul’s list of
“star campaigners”, including
Mamata Banerjee, for the Hi-
machal Pradesh Assembly
polls on November 4.

The rejection means that
the money spent on the cam-
paign trail will have to be in-
cluded in the party candi-
dates’ election expenses.

The Trinamul list of star
campaigners also included
Mukul Roy, Saugata Roy,
Sudip Bandyopadhyay and
Sultan Ahmed.

The commission rejected
the list as it was submitted a
day after the October 17 dead-
line.


