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Body of a man in thirties was
found from Chamundanagar. Ac-
cording to Danilimda police offi-
cials, they got a message that a
man had hanged himself from a
neem tree at Chamundanagar
near Ambedkar bridge. A team
rushed to the spot and found the
man at 12.30 pm on Saturday. Po-
lice have not found any identity
documents from the diseased or
reason for suicide.

Chain snatched: Agold neck-
lace worth Rs 40,000 was
snatched from Navrangpura. Ac-
cording to a complaint by Panna
Acharya, a resident of Paldi, she
was passing from near Dev-
kinandan Jain Derasar in Nav-
rangpura as a pillion on a scooter
at 10.30 pm on Friday when two
men came near her on a bike and
snatched her gold necklace. She
has filed a complaint for snatch-
ing with Gujarat University police
officials.

Woman commits suicide:A
25-year-old woman hanged her-
self before 1 pm at her residence
in Amraiwadi. According to po-
lice Rekha Kahar, a resident of
Rao no Vando, was taken to LG
Hospital where she died at 3.30
pm. Amraiwadi police officials
are yet to know the reason for
the suicide.

Car stolen:Acar worth Rs 1 lakh
was reported stolen from SG
Highway. According to a com-
plaint by Shreeram Karjagi, a res-
ident of Suril Villa, he had parked
his car at 7.15 pm on August 16
opposite Airtel office on SG High-
way. When he came back at 9.15
pm, the car was missing.

PUNCH-NAMA

30-year-old man’s
body found

Ahmedabad: Barda Dungar
will have to wait for the lions to
roar there due to the increasing
cattle pressure and shortage of
water in the area.

Officials said that the forest
department had plans to shift li-
ons to the area by October, but re-
cently realized that the pressure
on land had increased many fold
as the Maldharis send their cattle
for grazing within the sanctuary.
Asenior officer said that Porban-
der district received only 6 per
cent of the annual rainfall. The
district received 44 mm of rains.

Officials said that Barda re-
gion has some grass and hence
the Maldharis are bringing their
cattle for grazing. “The people
around the sanctuary are al-
ready harassed by the drought
like condition and there is acute
shortage of fodder in the region,”
said the senior officer. 

“Shifting lions will require
more time for the people to get fa-
miliar with them and the envi-
ronment. At a time when people
are facing drought, the depart-
ment does not want to harass
them further. We are meeting in
September to decide about the
shifting of lions to this area,”
said chief conservator of forest,
Junagadh, R Meena.

Officials said that 15 km from
the coast of Porbandar, the hilly
forest of Barda is standing

against the salinity ingress in the
region. This area was declared as
sanctuary in February 1979. 

The sanctuary with a forest
area of 192.31 sq km is relatively
small. Barda, for a long time, has
been identified as a home for li-
ons and the forest department ex-
pects eight lions to shift there.

Officials said that there was a
delay in shifting the lions be-
cause of the delay in creating suf-
ficient prey base in the area.

If ever there is an outbreak of
some disease or a natural disas-
ter, which can put the existence of
entire lion population at stake,
there will be an alternative site to
help the species from becoming
extinct. The department has al-
lowed the lions to go out (of Gir)
naturally. This is the reason why
Barda is chosen as an alternative
site for lions. 

“This year by October we are
expecting a group of lions to
move there,” said a senior officer
from forest department.

Drought halts
march of 

lions to Barda
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Ahmedabad: Former president of
the Medical Council of India (MCI),
Ketan Desai has filed an affidavit be-
fore the Gujarat high court in re-
sponse to the appeal filed by People
for Better Treatment (PBT) demand-
ing suspension of Desai’s license to
practice medicine.

PBT has filed the appeal against
the Gujarat Medical Council (GMC)
for its refusal to cancel Desai’s medial
registration after he was arrested on
charges of corruption. In his affida-
vit-in-reply, Desai has claimed that
PBT head, and NRI Dr Kunal Saha,
has been fighting him only to “get
even” because of his wife’s wrongful
death.

Desai has also claimed that his
medical license was cancelled be-
cause of collusion between Saha and
the MCI members and that Saha filed
the case because of a personal grudge

as he was MCI president, when Saha’s
wife died due to medical negligence
by doctors in Kolkata in 1998.

Saha had approached the HC last
year demanding suspension of De-
sai’s license to practice medicine af-
ter the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) nabbed him red-handed
allegedly taking bribe. Later he was
charged for having assets dispropor-

tionate to his known source of in-
come. Desai was jailed and later re-
leased on bail.

Saha and his NGO had requested
GMC to cancel Desai’s license, but
when nothing happened, he filed an
appeal before MCI. The central regu-
latory body ordered GMC on October
9, 2010 to cancel the license, but GMC
did not act upon the order, Saha con-
tended before the court. But his plea
was dismissed last year.

In his appeal challenging the sin-
gle-judge’s order, Saha has claimed
that MCI had ordered GMC to cancel
Desai’s license “for his deplorable
and unethical activity” as per the pro-
visions in sections 8.7 and 8.8 of the
MCI ‘Codes of Professional Conduct,
Etiquette and Ethics, 2002”. However,
GMC did not act upon the order.

Saha also challenged Desai’s elec-
tion to the Gujarat University senate
and fought the legal battle up to the
apex court, but failed.

Dr Desai has filed an affidavit in Gujarat HC 
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Ketan Desai fights to keep licence

Ahmedabad: The Ahmedabad
rural district education officer
(DEO) has been asked to probe
the allegations against 14 city
schools of demanding dona-
tions and hefty fees from the
students by the state education
department. After the report,
action will be taken, indicated
the department officials.

According to the officials,
they had received complaints
against 14 prominent city-
based schools that demanded
donations for admission
against the norms and were fol-
lowing their own induction
system. The complaints also in-
clude issue of hefty fee under
various heads and existence of
more than one board system in

the same school or campus. 
“Mahesh Rawal, the rural

DEO, has been ordered to
probe. He would meet the par-
ents, school authorities and
other officials to check the facts
and submit a report. Punitive
action will be taken against the
guilty,” said the officials.

Probe against schools
asking for donations
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Vadodara:A transformer blast near an 850 mw coal-based Ukai thermal
power station on Saturday, did not affect normal power supply in any
part of the state, Gujarat's minister of state for energy Saurabh Patel
said. “This transformer is used for transmitting electricity generated from
four coal-based thermal power units located at the Ukai thermal power
station to the other power distribution lines,” Patel said. Due to this
development, three of the four thermal power units with a total installed
capacity of 600 mw at this station, were closed down, he said. TNN

Gujarat unaffected by Ukai transformer blast
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