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Dr Death
is Didi’s
medical
adviser THE Mamata Banerjee-led govern-

ment in West Bengal has appointed
a leading doctor — convicted by the
Supreme Court for medical negli-
gence and punished by the Medical
Council of India (MCI) — as the

This is
scandalous and
bizarre. How
can a convicted
doctor hold
forth on medical
issues such as
treatment
guidelines and
standards of
education?

Dr Kunal Saha, 
Anuradha’s husband

‘

’
Dr Sukumar Mukherjee
and West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee.

By Dinesh C. Sharma 
in New Delhi

chief adviser on med-
ical issues.

Ironically, Dr Sukumar
Mukherjee, who was
found specifically guilty
by the Supreme Court of
giving the wrong dose of
a medicine which led to
the death of Anuradha
Saha in 1998, will now be
in charge of developing
standard treatment
guidelines to be followed
by all hospitals in the
state.

In his new capacity as
chief adviser in the Insti-
tute of Health and Family
Welfare — an apex 
body of the state health
department — Mukherjee
will review the entire
health delivery system in
the state and suggest the

“standards of services
expected to be delivered at
all levels of healthcare”.  

He will also review stan-
dards of medical education
and make recommenda-
tions, according to the
order issued by the state
health department on 
July 12.  

In April, the chief minis-
ter had praised Mukherjee
at a public function and
declared that West Bengal
would benefit from his
advice. 

In the Anuradha Saha
case, the apex court found
three doctors and AMRI
Hospital guilty of medical
negligence and, subse-
quently, the highest ever
medical compensation of
`1.77 crore was imposed in
October 2011. 

The court had found
Mukherjee the most negli-
gent and he was asked to
pay the highest compensa-
tion of `42 lakh in addition
to `1 lakh. 

Following the conviction,
Mukherjee’s name was
struck off the Indian 
Medical Register by the
MCI for three months.
However, the doctor con-
tinued to practise because
the West Bengal Medical
Council refused to act
against him. 

“This is scandalous and

bizarre. How can a con-
victed doctor hold forth on
medical issues such as
treatment guidelines and
standards of education?”
wondered Dr Kunal Saha,
who has been fighting a
relentless battle for justice
for his dead wife. 

Saha is based in the US
but is currently in Kolkata.
He has started a patients’
rights group called People
for Better Treatment.

He said he had moved the
Calcutta High Court
against the appointment
of Mukherjee as it was
“clearly contemptuous” of

BOTCHED

�Anuradha, US-based
child psychologist and
wife of Dr Kunal Saha
(above), died because
of medical negligence
in Kolkata in 1998
�After the West Bengal
Medical Council dismissed
his case, Saha went to the
National Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commis-
sion (NCDRC) which found
no negligence by any doc-
tor or AMRI Hospital and
dismissed the case in 2006
�Saha approached
the SC, which found
AMRI Hospital and
three doctors guilty
of negligence in 2009
and the case was
referred to NCDRC for
determining quantum
of compensation
�Saha then went to MCI
seeking cancellation of
the doctors’ licences.
MCI found the doctors
guilty of professional mis-
conduct and struck their
names off the registry for
three months in May 2011
�In late 2011, NCDRC
awarded `1.77 crore as
compensation. Saha
has again gone to the
SC saying it’s too little

SC found him “ignorant”
in its judgment for the
use of a steroid called
Depomedrol. He gave
Anuradha an astronom-
ical dose of 80 mg twice
daily in contrast to the
maximum recom-
mended dose of 40-120
mg once at one-two
weeks’ interval. The
court observed: “...The
treatment line followed
by Dr Mukherjee which
entailed administration
of 80 mg of Depomedrol
injection twice is not
supported by any
school of thought. The
treatment line, in this
case, does not flow
from any considered
affinity to a particular
school of thought, but
out of sheer ignorance
of basic hazards relating
to use of steroids as also
lack of judgment”

Mukherjee’s
negligence

He gave the wrong
dose of a medicine 

the Supreme Court judg-
ment and undermined the
credibility of the apex
court in the eyes of the
people. Saha will argue his
PIL himself.

His appointment
‘contempt’ of SC


