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Bengal toppers are not 
willing to stay back
BRAIN DRAIN The students want to move to Delhi for pursuing higher studies
HT Correspondent
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA:  It is the familiar story 
of brain drain from West Bengal. 
Most of the CBSE Class 12 top-
pers cutting across science; 
commerce and humanities pre-
fer Delhi to Kolkata for pursuing 
higher studies.

Ananya Mandal from DAV 
Model School, Durgapur, scored 
98.2% in science and became the 
probable topper in CBSE across 
all streams from Ranchi Zone 
is packing her bags to pursue 
studies outside.

“I am awaiting the PMT 
results. I have got through some 
institutes after cracking IISER, 
but right now I am spoilt for 
choices. If I go for research, then 
surely IISc, Bangalore, is the top 
priority. I got more than what I 
had expected. I had expected 
around 95%. Now I wish to 
pursue research or medicine,” 
she said.

Oishi Kundu, a student of 
Army Public School, Ballygunge, 
scored 97.6% in humanities and 
became the probable topper in 
her stream from Bengal. She too 
is now aiming to leave the city 
for higher education.

“St. Stephens College, Delhi is 
my destination I want to study 
English there,” she said. “I have 
never studied for marks only. I 
scored high because I love my 
subjects. My teachers now want 
me to go to Delhi to continue 
my studies. They said that I 
would get proper exposure, 
which might not be the case in 
Kolkata,” she said.

The probable topper in com-
merce, Punit Parekh, is also 

bound for the Capital. Punit, 
a student of Birla High School 
(Boys), along with Harsh 
Somani from the same school 
has scored 96.8% in commerce.

“My ambition is to be an 
investment banker. To turn this 
into reality, my destination is 
St. Stephens College, Delhi 
where I would study econom-
ics. Delhi has always been the 
preferred destination, as it pro-
vides its students with better 
scope and faculty. It would also 
help me to prepare for CAT so 
that I can get into the IIMs,” 
Punit said.

His friend and fellow topper 
Harsh too realises the impor-
tance of studying in Delhi and 
Bangalore. However, family 

compulsions are forcing him 
to stay in Kolkata. “I will take 
admission in St Xavier’s College 
and study CA after which I 
would join my father’s business,” 
he said.  

But there is no stopping for 
Mitul Dey Choudhury, from 
DPS, Ruby, who scored 96.8% 
in science and is the probable 
third in his stream from the 
state. “I have already an offer 
from Cornell University, US to 
study physics. It is my dream 
to pursue research in physics 
in US.”

Law schools outside Bengal 
is the destination for Kanina 
Mandal, probable second in 
humanities from Bengal after 
getting 97.4%. “I have an offer in 

law from KIIT, Bhubaneshwar. 
But my first preference is Indian 
Law Society, Pune,” said this 
student of Sushila Birla Girls’ 
School.

Sharing her mantra of suc-
cess Kanina said, “I do not 
believe in slogging 24X7. Instead 
I have put in three to four hours 
of studies everyday. All one need 
is to put his/her heart into it.”

Abhishek Mohta, from Birla 
High School (Boys) too would 
leave Bengal for higher studies. 
With a score of 97%, Abhishek is 
the probable third rank holder 

in science from Bengal.
“I have secured 218 rank in 

WBJEE but I do not want to 
study engineering in Jadavpur 
University or BESU. There 
are better institutes outside 
and I am waiting for results of 
their selection test. Studying 
computer engineering at Birla 
Institute of Technology & 
Science (BITS), Pilani is my 
dream,” he said. 

Sri Ram College of Commerce, 
Delhi would be the destination 
for Devang Toshniwan, from 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. He 
scored 96.6% in commerce 
and has probably the second 
best score in the state in his 
stream.

But for Sreya Mallika Dutta, 
Devang’s friend from the same 
school, Kolkata remains her 
destination of choice. Securing 
97% in humanities Sreya is the 
probable third in her stream 
from Bengal.

“I have been writing for 
Sahitya Academy. And now wish 
to pursue honours in English 
from either Presidency or 
Jadavpur University,” she said.

cityscape
METRO TRAINS TO RUN EVERY 5 MINUTES
KOLKATA: For the convenience of passengers, Metro Railways 
has decided to run trains every five minutes during peak 
hours, DGM Protyush Ghosh said on Monday. At present 
Metro services are available at a gap of every six minutes. 
Metro trains make 270 trips during the day. PTI

Moderate rainfall expected in city today
KOLKATA: Kolkata may expect moderate rainfall on Tuesday. 
According to the forecast by the Met department, rain or 
thundershower may occur in some areas in the city and out-
skirts on Tuesday morning. “The temperature will also go 
down. The maximum temperature is expected to hover 
around 36°C,” said a Met official. HTC

Police arrest youth who killed man over match
HOWRAH: Malipanchghara police arrested Sontu Singh, a 
youth, for killing Shibsankar Mahato (35) on Sunday night. It 
was learnt that Mahato along with others was watching the 
IPL cricket final match on television and got engaged in a 
scuffle with Singh. Singh beat him up and Mahato died in the 
fight.   HTC

Corrigendum 
Hindustan Times edition dated May 28 had reported South 
Eastern Railway general manager AK Verma Mittal as gener-
al AK Verma Mittal. The error is regretted.

AMRI VICTIMS’ 
KIN ATTACKED 
BY LOCALS
HT Correspondent
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: A group of local resi-
dents attacked some patients 
and relatives of the deceased 
in the AMRI hospital’s fire 
disaster, when the latter were 
demonstrating in front of the 
hospital building at Dhakuria 
on Monday.

The locals, mainly tea stall 
owners, also tore banners and 
posters carried by the patients 
and relatives of the deceased.

The agitation was organised 
by People for Better Treatment, 
an organisation associated 
with different activities relat-
ing to patient care, to observe 
Patients’ Day.

“The organisation filed 
an FIR with Lake Police 
station in protest against the 
attack on the peaceful dem-
onstration,” said Kunal Saha, 
People for Better Treatment 
president.

Local residents who have 
stalls said that the hospital 
has been closed since December, 
which is having a toll on their 
business.

■  Science — Ananya Mondal, DAV 
Model School, Durgapur, 
98.2%. Abhishek Mohta, Birla 
High School (Boys), 97%. Mitul 
Dey Choudhury, Delhi Public 
School, Ruby Park, 96.8%

■  Commerce — Punit Parekh, Birla 
High School (Boys),  96.8%. 
Harsh Somani, Birla High 
School (Boys), 96.8%.Devang 
Toshniwan, Bharatiya Vidya 

Bhavan, 96.6%. Sudarshan 
Mohta, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 
96.4%. Akhil Agarwal, 
Lakshmipath Singhania 
Academy, 96.4%

■  Humanities — Oishi Kundu, Army 
Public School, Ballygunge, 
97.6%. Kanina Mandal, Sushila 
Birla Girls’ School, 97.4%. 
Sreya Mallika Dutta, Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan, 97%.

TOPPERS’ LIST

■ Students celebrate at Mahadevi Birla Girls’ High School on Monday 
after CBSE results were declared.  RAMKRISHNA SAMANTA/HT PHOTO

■  Total number of students 
enrolled: 8,15,749

■  Enrollment went up by 
5.94% compared to 
previous year

■  Total pass percentage: 80.19
■  Pass percentage fell by 0.69 

over last year

■  Girls continued to do better 
than boys this year

THE STATS

ARPIT BASU
■ arpit.basu@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The Jammu & Kashmir 
tourism ministry is reaping 
huge benefits thanks to the 
innovations of tour operators

By designing a series of cost 
effective packages for govern-
ment employees with Leave 
and Travel Allowances (LTA), 
these agents have devised a 
simple and effective system to 
keep passengers, airlines and 
the tourism department happy.

According to  Centra l 
Government norms, Jammu & 
Kashmir is the only LTA des-
tination in the country where 
government employees are enti-
tled to fly by private airlines, as 
opposed to the Andaman’s and 
the North East where only Air 

India is allowed. 
This had allowed travel 

agents to avail huge conces-
sions from airlines and use the 
money for hotels and sight see-
ing tours. If the LTA ceiling for 
an employee is R50,000, agents 
book R50,000 tickets for which 
they get a R10,000 concession 
from the airline. This money is 
then used for other things. 

“Since the printed price of the 
ticket is R50,000, the employee 

will be reimbursed for the entire 
amount,” said Delhi based travel 
agent, Sanjay Bharadwaj, add-
ing that, “He will simply pay me 
the full amount and need not pay 
for other expenses.”

Bharadwaj handles a large cli-
entele of government employees. 
The payoff in terms of the econ-
omy has been dramatic.

According to Kashmir tour-
ism officials an unprecedented 
1.1 million visitors came to 
Kashmir in 2011, a substantial 
jump from the 7,38,000 of 2010.

“We hope the number of 
tourists in the valley will reach 
two million in 2012,” Kashmir 
Tourism Director, Farooq Shah 
told HT. According to travel 
agents, there have been cases 
where a total package has been 
less than the price of the ticket 

and the travelers had managed 
to retain a part of the airfare 
reimbursement.

“I visited Kashmir in March 
and only spent money on shop-
ping and food,” said Mridula 
Mazumdar, a central govern-
ment employee, whose previ-
ous trips to Shillong and the 
Andaman’s had been much 
more expensive.

This is currently available in 
Kashmir since the government 
is trying to promote tourism in 
the valley and hotel where trans-
port rate remain competitive.

“Before this we would do the 
same in the Andaman’s. But the 
monopoly having shifted from 
Air India to private airlines we 
receive concessions readily from 
them,” said Joydeep Mukherjee, 
a travel agent.

Govt travel allowance makes Kashmir a tourist hotspot

Sandip Chowdhury
■ Sandip.Chowdhury@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: What mayor Sovan 
Chatterjee proposes, his mem-
ber mayor-in-council (slum 
development and health) Atin 
Ghosh disposes.

While the mayor under his 
watch, has promised to turn 
Kolkata into a slum-free metro, 
Ghosh hasn’t sounded too 
upbeat on realising that end 
and has cited perceived lack 
of available land for develop-
ment projects as the primary 
deterrent.

“Land has been posing a 
major hurdle for implementing 
such development projects as 
transforming slums into multi-
storied apartments. Money is 
not an issue, but land definitely 
is one in Kolkata,” Ghosh said on 
the sidelines of a function.

He handed keys of newly 
built homes to slum dwell-
ers at Rajarhat behind Silver 
Spring off EM Bypass at this 
programme.

Speaking at the same func-
tion earlier, the mayor went on 
record to claim that he would 
turn Kolkata into a slum-free 
city. However, the scene on the 
ground appears starkly differ-
ent, with the requisite land allot-
ment for the purpose likely to 
pose a major challenge to the 
city civic headquarters.

Ghosh had earlier sounded 
similarly pessimistic on KMC 
appropriating adequate land for 
pay-and-use toilets across the 
city, since such toilets require 
minimum 300-500 sqft of space.

And now fresh doubts have 
arisen over proposed construc-
tion of flats for slum dwellers 

across the city under the Basic
Urban Services for Poor.

According to Ghosh, though
former mayor Bikash Ranjan
Bhattacharyya had managed
to secure R500 crore worth of 
central aid for setting up apart-
ments for slum dwellers across
the city, only R14 crore could be
put to use and the rest had to be
returned for want of requisite
land for such projects.

“We are currently in the pro-
cess of identifying land and the
same could be a major chal-
lenge for us. Once we have the
requisite land, availing funds
from the Centre won’t be much
of a problem,” the MMiC (slum
development) said.

While handing over keys of
flats to 140 slum dwellers, Ghosh
advised beneficiaries to form
an association and contribute
token money for maintenance of
these apartments on the same
lines as private apartments.

“Each of the flats handed over
would cost state exchequer R4
lakh, with beneficiaries con-
tributing another R30,000, of 
which, slum dwellers would pay
R10,000 as cash down, the rest 
would be arranged by way of a
bank loan from UBI,” he said.

Mayor & MMiC at 
odds over proposed 
slum-free Kolkata

( )
We are identifying

land, which could be
a major challenge for 
us. Once we have the 

requisite land, availing 
Central funds won’t be 

much of a problem
AT I N  G H O S H

MMiC, slum development
and health

■ People are booking tickets to Kashmir. HT PHOTO 

ACCORDING TO KASHMIR 
TOURISM OFFICIALS, 
1.1 MILLION VISITORS 
CAME TO KASHMIR IN 
2011, A HUGE JUMP 
FROM 7,38,000 OF 2010

■ A relative at the demonstration. 
 ASHOK NATH DEY/HT PHOTO

Press Trust of India
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Amidst the renewed fight 
over the custody of two children of 
an Indian NRI couple in Norway 
even after their return to India, 
the country’s embassy in Delhi has 
said they consider the issue closed.

In reply to an e-mail by city-
based NGO India’s Smile, coun-
sellor of the Royal Norwegian 
embassy in Delhi Laila Tronsdal 
Moen said, “The Royal Norwegian 
Embassy in Delhi considers the 
issue as closed from our side.”

“The embassy is confident that 
the Indian authorities will resolve 
the issue in the best interest of all 
concerned,” the counsellor said in 
the communique to Rajeev Sarkar, 
secretary Trustee of the NGO, 
which claimed to have first brought 
to light the issue.

Abhigyan and Aishwarya, who 
were brought to Kulti in Burdwan 
district from Norway recently after 
a protracted legal battle and dip-
lomatic pressure by India, were 
again in the midst of a row with 
their mother and paternal grand-
father lodging complaints against 
each other with the police.

Demanding security, Ajay 
Bhattacharya, the paternal grand-
father of the children, has lodged 
an FIR with the Kulti police sta-
tion alleging that the kids’ mother 
Sagarika Bhattacharya barged 
into their house with outsiders 
and demanded handing over of 
the children to her.

Sagarika had earlier lodged an 
FIR against Ajay at the same police 
station alleging he was preventing 
her from meeting the children.
She said she last met them on 
April 25.

Kids’ custody row a 
closed chapter: Norway
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