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AMRI Fire: Director gets bail  
India Blooms News Service 

 

Kolkata, Feb 17 (IBNS): The Calcutta High Court on Friday granted bail to "ailing" AMRI 

director RS Agarwal while rejecting the petitions of four others on the board of the 

hospital where a blaze killed at least 93 people in December last year.  
 
 
A bench of Justice Asim Roy and Justice Tarun Gupta granted bail to Agarwal.  
However, the bail please of Radhyashyam Goenka, Manish Goenka, Prashanta Goenka 
and Ravi Todi were rejected, though the court said they can move fresh petition once 
the investigation into the fire is over.  
 
Top industrialists Ravi Todi, SK Todi, Radhyashyam Goenka, Manish Goenka, 
Prashanta Goenka, R S Agarwal (who is in SSKM Hospital because of ill-health) and 
Dayanand Agarwal, who served as board members for the high profile hospital, were 
arrested and later sent to Alipore Central Jail by the court. 
They were charged with culpable homicide not amounting to murder. 
 
Senior Vice-President of the hospital Satyabrata Upadhyay and Sanjib Pal, the Senior 
General Manager of the maintenance wing at AMRI, were arrested too later. 
Recently Mani Chettri and Pranab Dasgupta, two top names in the medical fraternity in 
the city, were arrested in connection with the fire for their official positions in the 
hospitalboard. Chettri later got bail from a lower court.  
 
Meanwhile, patients' right body People for Better Treatment (PBT) has said it was 
shocked by the decision of the court and would challenge the same with a petition. 

http://www.indiablooms.com/NewsDetailsPage/2012/newsDetails170212v.php


It also went on to allege that one of the judges had a close and long-term relationship 
with the counsel of the accused, Mr Balai Ray, before he became a judge.  
 
PBT president Kunal Saha said the judge should have recused himself from the case. 
"We are planning to move a public interest litigation (PIL) challenging this seemingly 
erroneous judgment passed by the Calcutta High Court today," Saha said in a press 
communique.  
 
Earlier, industry body FICCI said the corporates should not be hounded out in the case 
and first responsibility should be fixed instead of random arrests, sparking an angry 
reaction from West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee who said she cannot 
intervene in the legal process or investigation or back the "killers".  
 
The Dec 9, 2012 fire incident was the second blaze at the premier private medical 
facility in three years which has been accused of illegal inflammable storage in the 
basement leading to the fire. 
 
Kins of patients and locals alleged there was no smoke alarm in the hospital which had 
swanky exterior but had been time and again accused of medical negligence and 
fleecing of patients.  
There were about 164 patients in the building when the fire broke out.  
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