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IN yet another case of
Maoist attack on polit-
ical cadres in Jun-

glemahal, a Trinamool
Congress worker was
found dead near his house
on Friday in Purulia, hours
after he was taken away by
a group of men late on
Thursday night. Several
Maoist posters were found
near his body. 

This is the first instance
of Maoist violence in the
area since CPI-Maoist state
secretary Akash announced
the cessation of violence for
a month as a pre-condition
of peace talks. 

The latest incident took
place at Ghatbera village
in Balarampur of Purulia
district. The family of 
the victim, Jitu Singh Sar-
dar, said a group of around
eight men took him out of
his house. He was strangu-
lated with a wire. 

Significantly, Sardar
was organising a public
meeting at the village in
which senior Trinamool
leaders and ministers like
Mukul Roy and Santiram
Mahato were scheduled 
to address the people 

on Saturday. 
Sardar (62) was 

secretary of Gram Un-
nanayan Committee and
an influential Trinamool
leader in the area, said 
locals. 

“I am shocked. He did
not receive any threat ever.
He was organising our
meeting. He was killed to
disturb our political activi-
ties in the region,” said
Mahato, who represents
Balarampur Assembly con-
stituency.  

Posters found near Sar-
dar’s body threatened vil-
lagers of severe punish-
ment if they attended the
Trinamool meeting. 

Budhu Singh Sardar,
brother of the victim,
claimed that people who
came to his house were
known to Jitu and there-
fore he accompanied them.

“We are verifying the
evidence gathered from
the spot. We are yet to as-
certain whether the
Maoists have killed Jitu
Singh Sardar,” said Sunil
Choudhury, SP of Purulia. 

Trinamool sources said,
the body of the victim is be-
ing brought to Kolkata and
will be kept at Trinamool
Bhavan.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 4 

SEVENTEEN doctor-
members of the West Bengal
Medical Council (WBMC)
on Friday filed a petition for
exemption from personal ap-
pearance in the court in con-
nection with the medical
negligence death of Anu-
radha Saha, wife of NRI doc-
tor Kunal Saha. The doctors
in their petition stated that
they be granted exemption
from appearing in the court
as they were busy with their
professional work. 

The 8th Metropolitan
Magistrate of the Bankshall
Court fixed January 13 to
hear the doctors’ petition.

The court has also sought
report from the police on the
death of  Sudhansu Sekhar
Sarkar, one of the doctors
found accused in the medical
negligence case.

Advocate Tirthankar
Ghosh, the doctors’ counsel,
on Friday said doctors’ peti-
tion for exemption from ap-
pearance in the court was un-
der the consideration of the
court. Ghosh said all the doc-
tors were the members of the
WBMC, which is a statutory
and adjudicatory body. So no
criminal case can be filed
against the member doctors,
he said. Ghosh further said
anybody can challenge the
WBMC report but nobody
can lodge a criminal com-
plaint against the member of
the body for any report. 

Dr Saha had in his com-
plaint with the Bankshall
Court alleged on August 18
that these 17 doctors,
WBMS members, had al-
legedly suppressed the ex-
pert panel’s opinion on his
wife’s death. Advocate Amit
Bhattacharjee, counsel of Dr
Saha, said the court has
found material in the matter. 

These 17 doctors had al-
legedly hatched a conspir-
acy to shield the doctors
who had treated Anuradha,
said Bhattachargee. He said
the action can be tried un-
der section 120B(criminal
conspiracy).

The  court will hear the
case next on January 13. 
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UNION Minister for Com-
merce and Textiles Anand
Sharma on Friday promised
a series of sops for the state
including revival of three tex-
tile mills and setting up of
two big textile parks. 

Sharma also opened one
of the mills,  Aarti Textile

mills, at Dasnagar at Howrah
on Friday. The opening cer-
emony was also attended by
Mamata Banerjee and state
Commerce and Industries
Minister Partha Chatterjee. 

“In January 2013, a global
industrial partnership meet
will be held in Kolkata.  And
next year the Economic Min-
isters’ Meet of Asian Coun-
tries will also be held in

Kolkata,’’ said Sharma who
had a meeting with Banerjee.
Several industrialists at-
tended the meeting.  Sharma
also said that Kolkata would
host a national agro-tech
meet the next year. 

Pleased with the discus-
sions, Banerjee said, “We
had been colleagues in the
Congress and Anandji had
promised all help to us.’’ 

Expressing happiness at
the “all-round enthusiasm”
in the state, Sharma said,
“We have heard this gov-
ernment has brought down
the number of pending ap-
plications for setting up
new industries from 99 to
seven. It will provide a
great boost to the investors.
A knowledge city will also
be set up here.’’ 

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA, NOVEMBER 4

THE face of the CPM’s student outfit is
the Left Front’s candidate for Kolkata
(South) Lok Sabha seat where by-elec-
tion will be held on November 30. The
seat was earlier held by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee who vacated the
seat to enter the Assembly as MLA. 

Ritabrata Banerjee has done Mas-
ters in English from University of Cal-
cutta and has been the general secre-
tary of Students’ Federation of India
since 2008. 

In the recent state committee meet-
ing of the CPM, the emphasis was on
bringing fresh blood into the party, and
it was decided to give 25 per cent repre-
sentation to youths in all the state party
committees. By nominating Ritabrata
for the prestigious seat, the party has
signalled that it is serious on infusing
youthful energy into the party. 

Fluent in three languages — Ben-
gali , Hindi and English — Ritabrata
has managed to do well in the students’
politics both in the state as well as the
national level. He is considered the
most promising among the new gener-
ation of media and tech-zsavvy CPM
leaders. He is also the face of the party
in the newsroom of television channels
and represents the new generation of
Left leaders accessible even in the vir-
tual cyberspace. 

If one browse though the facebook
profile of the 31 year-old youth leader,
one gets to understand that he even
tries to reason with people who criti-
cise him on the cyberspace.

Ritabrata says that through this lat-
est assignment — contesting from Lok
Sabha by-poll — the party wants to
send a strong message on the political
situation in the country and also in the
state. According to him, his campaign
will be hinge upon national issues like
price rise and corruption in the UPA
government; and also the “double
standards of Trinamool Congress lead-
ership on these issues”.

“If Mamata Banerjee does not
want, Centre cannot go ahead with its
policies. We have seen this in case of

Teesta water-sharing treaty and also on
the Land Acquisition Act. This is a
hypocritical design of saying that Tri-
namool does not have say on the deci-
sions taken by the UPA,” he adds. 

His campaign strategy will there-
fore focus on telling people that they
may not vote for him but in that case
they are voting for corruption and
price rise and anti-people policies.

Winning the Kolkata South seat
would be an arduous task for him
though, as Mamata Banerjee has
never lost from the constituency since
1991. This time, she has nominated Tri-
namool Congress vice-president Sub-
rata Bakshi for the seat. Bakshi, who
had vacated his Bhawnipore Assembly
seat for Mamata, is known to be a man
of organisational skills and has years of
political experience.

For Ritabrata, the by-poll will be a
litmus test, but he dismisses it as a con-
test between two leaders. “This is a
contest of two ideologies,” he points.
On his candidature, Ritabrata re-
sponse is like a seasoned Left Front
politician.

“In Left politics, becoming a candi-
date in election is not important. For
next one month, the job assigned to me
is to contest the election and I am look-
ing forward to that,” he says, showing
without any sign of enthusiasm.

Ritabrata did his schooling from

South Point High School and his in-
ception to student politics started from
Asutosh College . According to the
student leader, there is a good amount
of support for him and already his
batchmates, irrespective of their polit-
ical ideologies, have started canvassing
for him. Although pitted against a
tough opponent at a time when the
Left Front is experiencing historical re-
verses, Ritabrata says the question is
not about winning or losing. “It’s about
reaching to the people and telling
them to vote for him,” he adds. 

CM WARNS MAOISTS, SAYS GOVT’S
PATIENCE NOT BE READ AS WEAKNESS 
KOLKATA: Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, who had given a call to
Maoists in Junglemahal to lay down arms and hold talks, issued a
stern warning to the ultras on Friday saying the peace initiative
should not be mistaken for weakness.
“For the last four months joint security force operations have been
suspended (in Junglemahal) and the government is carrying on the
peace initiative unilaterally, but our  patience should not be mistaken
for weakness,” Banerjee said in an interview to a news channel. With
another Trinamool Congress worker becoming the latest victim of the
Maoists, the Chief Minister said, “Some people believe in bloodshed.
If this continues then we will have to take measures because the rule
of the law should prevail.” She also alleged that CPI(M) ‘harmads’
(armed cadre) were hand in glove with Maoists in perpetrating vio-
lence, killing and atrocities. “I will not tolerate this and have told the
police to be strict and, if needed, to take action,” she said. 
She said she was willing to take any step to end bloodshed and es-
tablish peace in Junglemahal. PTI

Amid Maoist posters, Trinamool
man found dead in Purulia  

A POSTER undersigned by CPI-Maoist, City 
Committee, was found pasted inside Jadavpur 
University campus on Friday. 

MAMATA BANERJEE said: “Some professors of Ja-
davpur University are providing support to Maoists
and spreading rumours against the government.”

❚ AT JU, POSTERS OF ULTRAS SURFACE 

3 PCAPA men held
POLICE arrested three PCAPA
leaders — Joydeb Mahato,
Apurba Mahato and Santanu
Mahato — from Kalaboni
forest area in Jhargram on
Friday. While Joydeb Mahato
is the spokesperson of the
banned outfit, Joydeb liaised
between the Maoists and
some groups of Kolkata, said
a senior police officer. 
“There are more than ten
cases including murders,
arms and sedition registered
cases against Joydeb Ma-
hato. We are verifying the
cases,” said Gaurav Sharma,
SP of Jhargram. ENS

Left logs into youth power
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MLA death:
Hostel has no
full-time doctor
KOLKATA: While deposing before
the judicial commission inquiring
the death of CPM MLA Mostafa
Bin Quasem in Kolkata on Friday,
the deputy superintendent of the
MLA hostel, Sushanta Mondal,
told Justice D P Sengupta that
there is not a single doctor for the
hostel.  Mondol said that after he
came to know about Quasem’s al-
leged fall from the balcony of his
room on the evening of May 29
through a phone call from his su-
perior, he opened room number
109 and saw the MLA’s body lying
on the roof of the old canteen lo-
cated just beneath the balcony of
that room. This despite the fact
that Quasem was lodged in room
number 411. Mondal informed
the commission that there was no
doctor in the hostel who could
check the condition of Quasem.
The police, later, recovered the
body and took it to a hospital.
Kazi Saffiudin Ahmed, the counsel
of the state government, said that
it was the task of the judicial com-
mission to find out any negligence
from the part of the MLA hostel
administration according to the
terms of reference of judicial com-
mission. The statement of Mondal
disclosed that no doctor was
available after the incident and
the non-availability of doctor in
the MLA hostel was definitely a
negligence from the part of the
hostel administration, said
Ahmed.  ENS

Union Minister assures sops for state 

JUNGLEMAHAL ❚ First since 
ultras announced ceasefire

KOLKATA (SOUTH) BY-POLL

Ritabrata (above); his facebook
profile (right). SUBHAM DUTTA

THIS ISN’T A
CONTEST
BETWEEN TWO
LEADERS BUT A
CONTEST
BETWEEN TWO
IDEOLOGIES

Medical
negligence:

Doctors seek
exemption

from appearing
in court

Govt ties up with Delhi institute for training SC/ST IAS aspirants
THE state government has tied up with Rau’s Study Circle of Delhi for giv-
ing training to SC/ST students who aspire to take UPSC examinations. This
was stated by Minister for Backward Class Development Upen Biswas on
Friday. “We have approached Rau’s, who are renowned in training IAS as-
pirants. We have decided to send our students to Delhi,” he added. ENS


