
pleading that their bail applications —
earlier scheduled to be heard on De-
cember 1 — be heard earlier.

Today’s order came as a surprise to
defence lawyers, who were expecting
the order to be reserved, as arguments
on Behura’s bail were continuing when
the court adjourned for lunch. Kani-
mozhi’s mother Rajathi Ammal, who
had been camping in Delhi since last
Friday, had taken a late afternoon
flight back to Chennai.

The high court criticised the reasons
given by Special CBI Judge O P Saini
while denying bail to Kanimozhi on
November 3. Justice V K Shali wrote
that the special judge should have read
“liberally” into a provision in the Crim-
inal Procedure Code that allows ex-
emption for women who apply for bail,
and his decision not to do so was “not
sustainable”.

Justice Shali noted that his court is
subordinate to the Supreme Court, and
cannot question the fact that the lat-
ter’s November 23 order does not men-
tion that the accused have been
charged with criminal breach of trust,
punishable with life imprisonment.

“I am of the view that when the
Supreme Court has reproduced the
facts of the case, given the magnitude
of the offence, the severity of the pun-
ishment which it entails, it has taken
into note the fact of the accused per-
sons in general being charged for an of-
fence under Section 409 IPC or the
conspiracy thereof which carries life
imprisonment,” Justice Shali said in his
39-page order.

In doing so, Justice Shali agreed
with counsel for Kanimozhi and senior

advocate Altaf Ahmed, who submitted
that the apex court was aware of all the
charges against the accused and said
that it is not for the high court to ques-
tion the superior court’s wisdom.

The conditions of bail for the five
are the same as that set by the Supreme
Court on November 23.

Justice Shali went on to say that the
apex court’s order is binding, and that
anything less than compliance would
be violative of Article 141 of the consti-
tution.

Justice Shali also extended the parity
logic, going so far as to say that that the
set of accused before him were better
placed to get bail.

He wrote that Kanimozhi, who ap-
plied for bail under Section 437 of the
Criminal Procedure Code that allows

for exemption for certain categories of
people like women, minors and the
sick, should have been favoured for bail
at the level of the trial court itself.

“If the legislature in its wisdom has
chosen not to put any limitation on the
power of the magistrate to grant bail to
a specified category of accused per-
sons, it was incumbent on the court to
consider this provision liberally in
favour of the accused person Kani-
mozhi by the trial court provided that
there was no other factor coming
against the accused to deny the grant of
bail. To this extent, the order of the
learned Special Judge is not sustain-
able.”

The court applied the same provi-
sion to Karim Morani, who applied for
bail saying he was medically ill.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
IMPHAL, NOVEMBER 28

AHEAD of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s visit to
Manipur on December 3,
the United Naga Council
(UNC) on Monday an-
nounced its decision to lift
its 100-day-old economic
blockade.

Executive member of the
UNC Asinpou Gangmei
said the decision was taken
after they received a written
assurance from Union
Home Minister P Chi-
dambaram that a separate
Sadar Hills district will not
be announced before con-
sulting the Nagas. The UNC
had met Chidambaram in
Delhi last week.

The blockade will be
lifted by the UNC at 6 pm on
Tuesday. It will be the first
day in four months that the
state will be free of any block-
ade or counter blockade.

The UNC had imposed
the counter blockade on Au-
gust 21 — nearly a month af-
ter the Sadar Hills District
Demand Committee im-

posed its economic blockade
pushing for a separate dis-
trict for the Kuki tribe.

The decision to lift the
blockade came after a four
hour-long meeting with 16
presidents of various Naga
tribes in the state. “The
Home Minister’s assurance
was the main reason, but we
also took into account the
hardship that our commu-
nity was facing. Also, this is
the time children’s annual
examinations take place and
so it was decided to call it
off,” said Gangmei.

Senior state officials,
however, said the UNC had
become desperate to lift the
blockade and “were simply
looking for an excuse”.
About the Home Minister’s
written assurance, they said
that no written assurance
had been given to the UNC.
“The Home Minister had
consulted the state govern-
ment on whether an assur-
ance should be given in writ-
ten, and we had said no. We
don’t believe any such assur-
ance has been given in writ-
ten,” said a senior official.

Naga council to lift
100-day blockade
in Manipur today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

THE Delhi Police’s
Special Cell is again
hot on the trail of key

Indian Mujahideen (IM) op-
erative Abdus Subhan
Qureshi alias Tauqeer, the
software engineer believed
to have forged an alliance be-
tween SIMI and top IM op-
eratives. Sleuths of the
agency claimed to have ar-
rested two persons identified
as Mohammed Irshad Khan
(50) and Abdul Rahman (19)
from Chennai who are al-
leged to have helped

Tauqeer escaped to Nepal af-
ter the 2008 crackdown on
IM.

Investigators were quick
to caution about the trail on
Tauqeer as they believe that
the elusive IM leader might
have given them the slip, but
hope to nab a few IM opera-
tives who had been long on
the radar of agencies.

The duo nabbed from
Chennai are reported to
have spilled the beans about
their association. The two re-
portedly belong to Mad-
hubani in Bihar and are
known to underground IM
operatives in Nepal.

The names of the duo
were revealed after Special
Cell officers came to know
that Tauqeer has taken shel-
ter in Nepal after escaping
from India. The man who re-
portedly gave shelter to
Tauqeer was identified by
agencies but by then Tauqeer
had fled from his hideout.
The agencies have learnt that
Tauqeer might be hiding
near the Indo-Nepal border.
Investigators believe that he
has been abandoned by the
top leadership of IM after his
name was all over the media
as the brain behind entire IM
operation.

Agencies learnt about
Tauqeer after the blast in
Varanasi in 2006. His name
again cropped up in subse-
quent attacks in Jaipur,
Ahmedabad, Surat and
Delhi.Tauqeer began studies
at the Bharatiya Vidyapeeth
in Navi Mumbai in 1992. In
1995, he obtained a diploma
in Industrial Electronics, and
got a part-time job at String
Computers in Mazgaon. In
1996, he earned a specialised
software maintenance train-
ing from the CMS Institute
in Marol.

He joined Radical Solu-
tions, a computer firm in the

Fort area in South Mumbai
in November 1996. Accord-
ing to his co-workers,
Qureshi was an exceptional
worker. In just three years,
his salary was quadrupled.
He handled several major in-
dependent projects, includ-
ing an intranet for Bharat
Petro-Chemicals carried out
by Wipro in 1999, and then
joined Datamatics.

In a March 26, 2001 let-
ter, he resigned with a letter
stating, “I wish to inform
you, that I have decided to
devote one complete year to
pursue religious and spiri-
tual matters.”

2 Tauqeer ‘aides’ held in Chennai

Lokpal panel to finalise
draft report tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

WHILE failing to take a
clear position on the issue of
bringing the Prime Minister
within the domain of Lokpal,
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Law and Justice has recom-
mended a Constitutional sta-
tus for the proposed watch-
dog and favoured a single
legislation for setting up a
Lokpal at the Centre and
lokayuktas in the state.

These recommendations
have been made in the draft
report of the committee,
which has been circulated
among members.

Sources said the commit-
tee will meet on Tuesday and
Wednesday to discuss and fi-
nalise the draft report. Com-
mittee chairman Abhishek
Manu Singhvi is keen on sub-
mitting the report in the first
week of December to enable
the government to come
back to Parliament with a re-
vised Lokpal Bill. The issue
assumes significance in the
wake of a dharna planned by
Team Anna for December 11

in anticipation of the report.
The sources disclosed

that the panel agreed to keep
the media out of the purview
of Lokpal. As for the conduct
of members of Parliament in-
side the two Houses, the
panel saw no ground for an
oversight by Lokpal. Parlia-
ment stands out as an institu-
tion which has handed ex-
treme punishment —
disqualification — to its
members for accepting cash
for asking questions. The
panel has not deemed it fit to
outsource this job to another
body. Nor has the committee
found any case for bringing
judiciary under Lokpal when
the Constitution has pre-
scribed a different mecha-
nism for dealing with irregu-
larities in the system.

The document advocates
the continuation of the au-
tonomous status of both the
CBI and Central Vigilance
Commission. The draft re-
port has favoured the inclu-
sion of Group A and B offi-
cers in the scope of Lokpal,
but has rejected Team Anna’s
suggestion for getting C and
D officials also along them.

❚ 16 DEAD IN MAHARASHTRA BUS MISHAP

SIXTEEN people were charred to death
and 52 injured when two private
buses collided head-on near Mehkar
in Buldana district early Monday.

ALL BODIES have been identified.
According to the police, those
critically injured in the accident are
out of danger. EXPRESS

‘Charges baseless; Vedanta, MS still with us’

Doctors’
strike: Apex
court seeks

govt response
NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday sought a
response from the Centre
and Medical Council of In-
dia on a petition seeking dis-
ciplinary proceedings against
doctors who refuse emer-
gency services during their
strikes and demonstrations.

A Bench, headed by CJI
S H Kapadia, issued notices
to the government, the
Council and AIIMS.

The order comes on a pe-
tition filed by NGO People
For Better Treatment argu-
ing that doctors who deny
emergency medical care in
the name of an ongoing
strike or other agitations
should be held liable for pro-
fessional misconduct. “Such
practices are violative of the
Code of Ethics Regulation
of doctors,” the petition
said. “Threats to shut down
hospitals, including the
emergency department, are
not limited only to hospitals
in Delhi. Doctors group
across India have been fre-
quently using the same tac-
tics in recent times to estab-
lish their claims with great
peril for helpless patients.”
the petition said. ENS

Ministry
panels to

discuss time
allotted for

green
assessment

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

WHILE deciding the fate of
over 30 proposed coal mines,
thermal power plants and in-
dustrial projects across the
country on Tuesday, which
have sought green clearance,
the Environment Ministry’s
expert appraisal panels will
for the first time also discuss a
crucial question: ‘whether
the time taken to grant green
nod is too less for thorough
appraisal’.
A two-day meeting of the

panels in the Capital ends on
Tuesday.

The ministry’s panels will
take into account an inde-
pendent study, which alleges
that unprecedented green
clearances granted to mining
and power projects in the
past five years have compro-
mised conservation. The
committee on coal mining
will discuss the question:
‘how fast is too fast for decid-
ing on green nod’.

According to sources, on
an average 30 minutes are
given for each project before
the expert appraisal commit-
tee. They said on Monday
some of the members of the
committees complained that
the time allotted for the offi-
cial appraisal should me
more.

The projects in considera-
tion in the current meetings
are from Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Orissa, Maharashtra and
Gujarat.

DIPANKAR GHOSE
GHAZIABAD, NOV 28

TEAM ANNA member
Arvind Kejriwal Monday al-
leged that the petition
against his colleague Kiran
Bedi — based on which Ad-
ditional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Amit Bansal on
Saturday directed Delhi Po-
lice to register an FIR against
the former police officer —
was “false, malicious and
malafide”, and aimed to tar-
get her because she was
“fighting for a strong Lokpal
Bill”.

Delhi lawyer Devendra
Singh Chouhan had alleged
that Bedi had accepted large
donations from Microsoft
and Vedanta Foundation for
providing education and fa-
cilities to children of the po-
lice personnel while also
charging the children, and

while the facilities were being
paid for by the organisations.

“The appeal for filing of
the FIR is based primarily on
two points. That IVF
cheated both Vedanta Foun-
dation and Microsoft,” Kejri-
wal said. “But we have a letter
from Vedanta which they
sent to us today, in which
they clearly indicate no
wrongdoing by Kiran Bedi’s
foundation.”

He read out from the let-
ter: “‘We work as per our
MoUs and in correspon-
dence with police authorities

as well as with IVF and are
together for a cause which is
being well achieved’.”

“They would not have
sent us this letter if there was
any wrongdoing,” Kejriwal
said. Copies of the letter that
were handed out to reporters
were signed by T Ravi Krish-
nan but carried no visible
date. Kejriwal also produced
evidence that purported to
give the lie to Chouhan’s
claim that “Microsoft had
stopped payments to IVF
once it found out about the
cheating”.

“We have,” Kejriwal said,
“correspondence dated No-
vember 16, which says that
they (Microsoft) would
shortly issue a PO of Rs 16
lakhs towards supporting the
activities of India Police (a
trust run by Bedi). The letter
says that the offer would be
valid till June 30, 2012.

Again, this implies that the
allegations are baseless”.

Kejriwal attacked magis-
trate Bansal’s contention
that an FIR must be filed for
every complaint. “In that
case then, the FIR should
have been filed in the Com-
monwealth Games case as
well. Both cases came up one
after another on Saturday. In
fact, the Supreme Court
guidelines say that in case
there is a case against a public
figure, the veracity of the alle-
gation has to be verified.
These are baseless,” he said.

Law Minister Salman
Khurshid rejected Kejriwal's
allegations as “irresponsi-
ble”. “I think it is a very irre-
sponsible statement that
judges are under any pres-
sure... You can’t... say gov-
ernment would use pressure
on the judges,” PTI quoted
Khurshid as saying.

UP: Dalit’s house
burnt, children hurt
LUCKNOW: A Dalit’s house
was allegedly set on fire in Kan-
pur, leaving his four children
critically injured, while another
Dalit was allegedly burnt to
death in Kannauj district on
Monday. Both incidents were
reported to be the fallout of
land disputes.
In Kanpur, DIG Rajesh Kumar
Rai said a fire broke out in Hari
Ram Gautam’s house in Sid-
hhanath Nagar early Monday
morning while his daughters
— Maya, Mamta and Sunita —
and son Babu, were asleep.
While neighbours managed to
douse the flames, the children
suffered extensive burns.
In Kannauj district, 75-year-old
Ram Kishun Kori was burnt to
death after a fire broke out in
his hutment in Thathia area
Monday morning. ENS

ARVIND KEJRIWAL

ProPublica detailed nu-
merous specific instances of
how multiple US agencies,
including the FBI, failed to
act on warnings given over
seven years “that could have
stopped his lethal odyssey
sooner — and perhaps pre-
vented the Mumbai attack”.

Chidambaram said his
“realistic, hard assessment”
was that Pakistan was “not
likely to make any progress
in investigating or prosecut-
ing the real perpetrators of
26/11”.

“Unless a civilian govern-
ment in Pakistan asserts its
authority and puts pressure
to counter the pressure of
the ISI, I don’t think realisti-
cally you can expect progress
in the investigation or prose-
cution of the real perpetra-
tors of 26/11,” he said.

“See, as long as
(Headley’s Lashkar handler)
Sajid Mir and (Headley’s ISI
handler) Major Iqbal and
five others (involved in the
planning of the attacks) have
not even been apprehended,
what kind of prosecution is
this?” However, on other
matters like cross-LoC trade,
visa liberalisation and ex-
change of prisoners, progress
has been made, Chi-
dambaram said.

‘US unwilling
to share

more info’

SC effect: Bail for Kanimozhi, 4 others
industry across the world. “Pre-
scribing local content could po-
tentially be violative of India’s in-
ternational obligations. Hence, it
is proposed to define SMEs based
on objective criteria,” the cabinet
note had underlined. Officials
said the government would find it
difficult to defend mandatory do-
mestic sourcing at the World
Trade Organisation.

The Prime Minister and Sonia
Gandhi continued their morning
discussion with Finance Minister
Pranab Mukherjee, Ahmed Patel
and Sharma later in the evening.
Given the hardened positions of
the Congress and the opposition
parties, it is doubtful which side
will blink and how.

In his letter to opposition
leaders, Sharma noted that stud-
ies on the global experience with
foreign investment in multi-brand
retail revealed that even in devel-
oping countries such as China,
Brazil, Argentina, Singapore, In-
donesia and Thailand, local re-
tailers had found innovative ways
to co-exist with organised retail
chains.

Left parties, too, were critical
of the government’s line. Sitaram
Yechury said that an executive de-
cision on a “major policy matter”
like FDI in the retail sector had
never been taken in the past when
Parliament was in session. CPI
leader Gurudas Dasgupta threat-
ened to hit the streets, and at one
stage said, “They (the govern-
ment) can go to hell.”

FDI in retail
1177 AACCCCUUSSEEDD Among them, three companies — Swan Telecom,

Unitech Wireless and Reliance Telecom

ALREADY ON BAIL
■ Swan Telecom director Vinod Goenka
■ Unitech managing director Sanjay Chandra
■ Reliance Anil Dhirubhai Ambani Group managing di-

rector Gautam Doshi
■ Reliance ADAG Group president Surendra Pipara
■ Reliance ADAG senior vice-president Hari Nair

PLEA PENDING IN HC
■ Former telecom secretary Siddhartha Behura

PLEA PENDING IN SPECIAL CBI COURT
■ Former personal secretary to A Raja, R K Chandolia
■ Swan Telecom MD Shahid Usman Balwa

NOT APPLIED
■ Former telecom minister A Raja

BAIL
CONDITIONS
■ No direct or indirect induce-

ment, threat or promise to
any person acquainted with
the facts or the case

■ Remain present before the
trial court on all the dates
fixed for hearing of the case.
Absence only with prior per-
mission of the court

■ Surrender passport, if any. If
not a holder of the same,
swear in an affidavit

■ CBI at liberty to apply for
modification or recalling of
bail order if petitioners vio-
late any condition.

ULFA: Army, cops
discuss new chief,
change in strategy

SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP
GUWAHATI, NOVEMBER 28

THE actual identity of the new ‘chairman’ of the Paresh
Barua faction of United Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA) came up for serious discussion on Monday in a
review of the counter-insurgency operations in the
state, with top Army officers and state police and Home
department officials looking at a possible change of
strategy by the break-away faction.

The meeting of the Unified Command strategy
group, which was attended by Lt Gen Shakti Gurung,
GOC, Four Corps, Assam Home Commissioner Jishnu
Baruah and Assam DGP Sankar Barua, among others,
also discussed the developments following signing of a
peace accord last week by the United People’s Democ-
ratic Solidarity (UPDS), a militant group from the
Karbi Anglong district.

Interestingly, the Unified Command strategy group
meeting on Monday coincided with the 21st anniver-
sary of the government banning the ULFA and calling
out the Army to carry out counter-insurgency opera-
tions. The ULFA, which was born in April 7, 1979, was
declared unlawful on November 28, 1990, a day which
the outfit has since marked as ‘protest day’.

Paresh Barua has already dismissed the peace
process that the pro-talk faction led by Arabinda Ra-
jkhowa has started with the Government of India.
While the pro-talk faction had submitted its charter of
demands to the Union Home Ministry earlier this year,
the last round of talks was held in Delhi on October 24.

“It was routine review of the overall situation, during
which issues such as the new central committee of the
ULFA’s Paresh Barua faction obviously came up,” said a
state government official. The strategy group also
looked into reports of fresh recruitment carried out by
the Paresh Barua faction in some of the Upper Assam
districts during recent months.


