
Hello. It’s Saturday,
October 22, 2011.

Events
■ The State Bank of
India presents The
Telegraph Auto Week-
end Carnival, powered
by Indian Oil in associa-
tion with Vibgyor
Group, at City Centre
Salt Lake, The Kund,
11am to 8pm.
■ Forum Projects, in
association with
The Telegraph, pres-
ents the Magic Lamp ac-
tivity, at Forum, 3pm to
9pm. You can light a
candle and contribute
towards the cause of
breast cancer patients.
■ t2 and Homeland
Ghar Banao Ghar Sajao
festival, at Homeland
Mall, 11am to 8pm.
■ Saamanjasya 2011,
in association with
The Telegraph, at IIT
Kharagpur, 9am.
■ Diya painting and
decoration workshop
for kids, at Oxford
Bookstore, 11am- 1pm.
■A talk-cum-illustrated
presentation by Sumitro
Basak and Manas Acha-
rya based on their resi-
dency programme in
Bangalore, at Studio21,
17L Dover Terrace, 5pm.

GoodMORNING
CALCUTTA

WEATHER

THE FORECAST
Partly cloudy sky.

Rain or thundershower
may occur in some

areas.
SUNSET: 5.03pm;
SUNRISE: 5.40am

YESTERDAY
TEMPERATURE:

Maximum: 32.2°C (0);
Minimum: 26°C (+2)
RAINFALL: 0.3mm;

RELATIVE HUMIDITY:
Max: 96%, Min: 67%
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NO ONE KNOWS OUR CITY BETTER T

Record penalty
in neglect death

OUR BUREAU

The apex consumer court
hasawardedRs1.35crorein
compensation to NRI physi-
cian Kunal Saha for his
wife’s death of complica-
tionscausedbymedicalneg-
ligence in Calcutta 13 years
ago, making it the highest
such penalty against an In-
dianhospital.

The Ohio-based doctor,
who had demanded Rs 97
crore, termed the compensa-
tion “atrocious” and said he
would move the Supreme
Court against the ruling that
also penalised him for inter-
fering with his wife’s treat-
ment.

The previous highest com-
pensation in a case of medical
negligence was Rs 1 crore,
awarded in 2009 by the
Supreme Court to Prashanth
Dhananka after a surgery left
him paralysed waist down.

Saha’s 36-year-old wife
Anuradha died on May 28, 1998,
following complications trig-
gered by treatment at AMRI
Hospitals in Dhakuria for fever
and rashes. The Supreme
Court convicted the doctors of
medical negligence two years
ago and asked the National
Consumer Disputes Redressal

Commission to determine the
quantum of compensation.

Saha’s compensation suit
included penalties against the
hospital for causing mental
agony, traumatic breakdown
of family life and deprivation
of housewife services.

The compensation an-
nounced by the consumer
court includes Rs 40.4 lakh
each from AMRI Hospitals
and physician Sukumar
Mukherjee and Rs 26.93 lakh
each from dermatologist
Baidyanath Halder and physi-
cian Balaram Prasad.

Ten per cent of the total
compensation of Rs 1.77 crore
was deducted as penalty
against Saha for his alleged in-
terference in Anuradha’s
treatment at AMRI. The penal-
ty of Rs 25.93 lakh on physician
Abani Roychowdhury, who
died last year, was waived.

Saha will be paid Rs 5 lakh
as the cost of litigation.

“I am happy in a way that it
will send signals to negligent
hospitals and doctors in the city
and raise hope for victims of
medical negligence in India,”
SahatoldMetrooverthephone.

“But at the same time, it is
an atrocious compensation. I
have spent around Rs 5 crore
over the past 13 years in fight-

ing this case and building a
movement against medical
negligence,” he said.

In a statement, Saha said
his late wife was a qualified
child psychologist whose in-
come should have been taken
into account while calculating
the compensation. “Apart
from my personal loss and suf-
fering because of the untimely
death of my wife, the direct
loss of income even of a mini-
mum wage earner in the US
would amount to far more
than the compensation award-
ed by the NCDRC,” he said.

AMRI is also planning to
move the apex court. “The pa-
tient didn’t die in our hospital.
She died in a Mumbai hospital
a week after her release. We
will move the Supreme
Court,” said Shravan Todi, the
director of AMRI Hospitals.

Sanjay Ghosh, the lawyer
representing the doctors at the
apex commission, said: “We
will scrutinise the judgment
and take a decision.”

Last May, the ethics com-
mittee of the Medical Council
of India had ruled that while
two of the doctors had acted in
good faith, they were negli-
gent in treating Anuradha.
The state council exonerated
the duo.

HEART-THROB LOSES HIS HEART TO AUTO CARNIVAL

"Dev was at home at the Honda stall.
“I have been driving my Honda City for
the past three years. I have no
complaints!”

"Up next, the Chevrolet Beat Diesel. “A friend of mine has
one and he says it’s very good,” said Dev.

!Dev paused to
check out the
Toyota Etios and
the Liva. “My
producers (Shree
Venkatesh Films)
have an Etios and a
Liva. Both are great
cars. I have driven
both!”

"Dev checked out the Vibgyor and Hero
two-wheelers on display. “I love bikes. If I ever
make a lot of money I would like to buy a
Harley-Davidson.That’s my dream. But I got to
ride one in Romeo (yet to release)!” he
laughed, before checking out the SBI and
Indian Oil stalls.

" It was love at first sight when Dev spotted the grey Nissan
Sunny. “It’s muscular and yet so beautiful, plus it gives great
mileage. My perfect partner!” he winked, slipping behind the
wheel and pretending to drive his “new love” home.

Text: Kushali Nag
Pictures: Pabitra Das

Tollywood star Dev zoomed into the Kund area
of City Centre at 2.45pm on Friday, to inaugurate
TheTelegraph Auto Weekend Carnival,
presented by the State Bank of India and
powered by Indian Oil in association with the
Vibgyor Group. In distressed denims and green
long-sleeve tee, he drew cheers and gasps from
Diwali shoppers at the Salt Lake mall.

“This is a very good initiative by
TheTelegraph. There are so many brands
under one roof. I have a thing for cars since
childhood, so coming here was special. I love
cars. I wish I could buy cars like clothes!” said
Dev, after his zip, zap, zoom stay during which
he revealed that his first car was a Santro while
he now drives either a Honda City or a BMW.

The Auto Weekend Carnival is on till Sunday,
from 11am to 8pm.

Victim’s husband finds Rs 1.35cr little


