
AFSPA to be lifted soon, says Omar:
J&K CM Omar Abdullah has said the Ar-
med Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA)
would be revoked from parts of the state
soon. The decision has been opposed by
the army and the defence ministry. P 16

Gaddafi burial put off: Muammar Ga-
ddafi’s burial has been put off as the loc-
ation is still to be decided. The UN has
called for an investigation into the
dictator’s killing. P 22

3 get life term for Pune rape: Three
men convicted of raping a married wom-
an in their car at the Hinjewadi Infotech
Park in Pune last April were awarded life
imprisonment on Friday. P 16

US to pull out of Iraq by year-end:
Barack Obama has said US troops will be
pulled out of Iraq by the year-end as pro-
mised by him. The announcement was
made after failing to reach a deal with
the Iraq government that would have le-
ft several US military trainers back. P 22

Path cleared for F1 race: Clearing the
track for the Formula 1 race in Noida, the
Supreme Court has asked the organizers
to deposit 25% of the proceeds from
ticket sales in a separate account. P 26

Rupee below 50 per dollar: The
rupee on Friday closed below the
50-level mark against dollar for the 
first time in 30 months. P 23
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Allahabad: In a judgment th-
at questions the UP governm-
ent’s land acquisition policy
but showers relief on at least
50,000 home buyers, the Alla-
habad High Court on Friday
quashed the land acquisition
in three villages in the Noida
area but cleared the takeover
of land in 60 other villages on
the condition that farmers
are paid 64.7% more as comp-
ensation for the land acquir-
ed from them and given 10%
of the developed land (not ex-
ceeding 2,500 sq m).

Flat buyers can afford a
smile for two reasons. One, no
flats or plots had been sold in
the three villages of Devla,
Yousufpur Chak Shahberi
and Asadullahpur where la-
nd acquisition has been stru-
ck down. Two, the amount to
be paid on account of the hik-
ed compensation isn’t large;
in fact, in many cases, builde-
rs like Amrapali, Supertech
and Gaursons have assured
that the buyers would not ha-
ve to pay anything extra.

HC clears
Noida land
takeover 

R N Pandey, Rajiv Mani 
& Mrigank Tiwari TNN

Mumbai: Airlines are having a blast this Diw-
ali. With most flights packed to capacity and
the rush for tickets rising with it being the wee-
kend ahead of the festival, carriers have hiked
fares by at least three folds in most sectors. 

One-way tickets to cities like Delhi, Kolka-
ta, Jaipur and Thiruvananthapuram went for
up to Rs 32,000 on Saturday. Not just the soaring
rates, tour operators say those making last-
minute plans may not even get direct flights to
the destinations of their choice. 

According to the operators, the runaway fa-
res, however, have not deterred those planning
to take a few days off during the weekend. Whi-

le domestic destinations are a favourite at this
time of the year, places like Singapore, Thaila-
nd, Malaysia and even Turkey and Croatia are
also drawing a number of Indian holiday-mak-
ers. In fact, so high is the demand that fares to
these places too have skyrocketed by about
30%, with even LCCs having a dhamaka. P 6

Airfares fly through the roof
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Despite impressive growth, Gujarat has not
been able to reduce malnourishment levels, while Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, among the most backward in the coun-
try, have done better in improving the lot of their margi-
nalized Dalits and tribals. These are some of the conclus-
ions of the India Human Development Report 2011, relea-
sed by the Centre on Friday. 

According to the report, high rates of child malnutriti-
on were a major concern. It said Gujarat was among the
worst performers, with 69.7% kids up to 5 being anaemic

and 44.6% suffering fr-
om malnutrition, provi-
ng that high economic

growth was no guarantor of an improvement in health. 
Complimenting opposition chief ministers Nitish Ku-

mar and Mayawati, the report said, “It is worth citing the
progress achieved by two of the economically backward
states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.” It went further in endo-
rsing the brand of politics the two chief ministers have un-
dertaken, noting that social movements have helped in bet-
ter performance of deprived classes.

Devpt report raps
Guj, pats UP, Bihar

Mumbai: A 24-year-old hotel
employee was stabbed to
death and his friend serious-
ly injured by a gang of men in
Andheri (West) on Thursday
night after they protested the
eve-teasing of their female
friends. Three men have
been arrested for the crime.

Keenan Sentos, a bartend-
er in a five-star hotel, and six

of his friends—including
three women—were waiting
at a paan shop in Amboli
when four drunken men came
by. One of the drunks purpose-
ly fell on a woman in Sentos’
group, and when her friends
objected, a brawl ensued.

The four drunks retreated,
only to return minutes later
with, according to one accou-
nt, a dozen more men. The lar-
ge gang first assaulted Sentos
and his male friends—Rubin
Fernandes, Avinash Bali and
Benjamin Fernandes—and
then stabbed him and Rubin.
Sentos died soon after in a hos-
pital. Rubin, a student, is still
critical.

Drunks brawl with
diners, kill youth

The crime scene in Amboli

Vijay V Singh TNN

Mumbai: The National Con-
sumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC) on Fr-
iday ordered that a compens-
ation amount of Rs 1.73 crore
should be paid to the US-bas-
ed husband of a child psych-
ologist who died in Mumbai
due to medical negligence. 

This is perhaps the high-
est compensation amount or-

dered by the commission for
such negligence. However
the three guilty doctors and a
hospital, all Kolkata-based,
will have to pay only Rs 1.34
crore after reductions order-
ed by the Supreme Court.

The complainant, Dr Kun-
al Saha, said he and his wife
Anuradha, 36, were of Indian
origin and settled in the US. In
April-May 1998, they were ho-
lidaying in Kolkata when An-
uradha contracted Toxic Epi-
dermal Necrolysis (TEN), wh-

ich the NCDRC termed a “rare
and deadly disease”. A TEN
patient loses the epidermis in
layers and the exposed lower
skin must be treated like a su-
perficial burn wound. 

Record `̀1.73cr
payout in med

negligence case
Rebecca Samervel TNN

� Inequality reducing, P 19
� State eco grew 78%, P 18 �Eve-teasing started it, P 2

� Farmers to move SC, P 19� Plaint withdrawn, P 15

Harassed by a babu demanding bribe or delaying work?
Citizens can soon call 1964, a 24x7 toll-free helpline, and

lodge a complaint with the Central Vigilance Commission on
central government ministries and PSUs, among others. The
number, which stands for the year in which the CVC was set
up, is likely to be functional in two months. P 16

24x7 anti-bribery helpline in 2 mths

The agitation for the

establishment of a Lokpal has

brought the issue of cleaning up of our

public life right at the top of the agenda

of our national priorities. I believe as a

nation we should seize this moment

—PM Manmohan Singh

her bill has been introduced
in Parliament to protect wh-
istleblowers,” he said.

Stressing that the UN
anti-graft convention would
facilitate international coo-
peration in trans-border ca-
ses, Singh said, “To meet the
requirements of the conve-
ntion, we have introduced a
bill in Parliament to make
bribery of foreign public of-
ficials an offence.”

The anti-graft law has
so far been focused on corr-
uption among public serv-
ants, leaving the private se-
ctor out of the ambit, and
the proposal underlined by
Singh marks a radical shift
in the Centre’s approach.

st Corruption which India
ratified earlier this year.
“We are considering chang-
es in our laws to criminalize
private sector bribery. Anot-

ntral Bureau of Investigati-
on and state anti-corruption
bureaus, said these changes
are required by the United
Nations Convention Again-

New Delhi: Acknowledgi-
ng that the agitation for a
Lokpal has put the spotlig-
ht on corruption, Prime Mi-
nister Manmohan Singh on
Friday announced that his
government was working
on proposals to criminalize
private sector bribery and
also make illegal gratifica-
tion of foreign public offici-
als an offence.

Singh, who was speaki-
ng at a conference of the Ce-

Neeraj Chauhan TNN

Lauds Lokpal
Push For Mood
Against Graft

Govt wants to criminalize
pvt sector bribery too: PM
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Mumbai-Jaipur: 15,984-32,000

Mumbai-Kolkata: 20,065-29,000

Mumbai-T’puram: 11,000-28,000

Mumbai-Kochi: 13,000-23,000
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�‘Don’t split CBI’, P 19

� Dr Kunal Saha
and his wife
Anuradha (36)
were holidaying in
Kolkata in 1998
when she

contracted Toxic Epidermal
Necrolysis, a rare skin disease 

� Anuradha was admitted to
AMRI in Kolkata

� She was later shifted to a
hospital in Mumbai

� She died on May 28, 1998
following complications from
an alleged steroid overdose

� Saha alleged gross
negligence and deficiency in
service; Sued for Rs 102 crore,
perhaps the highest such claim
in an Indian consumer forum 

A LIFE CUT SHORT

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

THIS MAN COULD 

HELP SAVE 

MILLIONS

OF LIVES

Molecular biologist Joe Cohen
(left pic), 68, started work on
malaria vaccine in 1987. 
“There were many ups and downs, and
moments when we thought ‘Can we do
it?...Or is it really just too tough?’”

On Oct 18, 2011, it was
announced that late-stage trials
among 16,000 children in 11
African countries showed the
vaccine prevented
malaria in around half of them

This will be world’s
first effective
shot against a
parasitic disease. 
It could be rolled 
out by 2015

Malaria kills 2.5m people,
mainly children in Africa & Asia. 
A child dies of malaria every 
30 seconds. In India, 5 lakh 
people get the disease & around 
18,000 die of it each year

THIS IS A DREAM OF 
ANY SCIENTIST—TO SEE YOUR

LIFE’S WORK ACTUALLY TRANSLATED
INTO A MEDICINE...THAT CAN HAVE
THIS GREAT IMPACT ON PEOPLES’
LIVES. HOW LUCKY AM I? —JOE COHEN
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