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CHIEF Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Saturday an-
nounced that eight propos-

als for investments in the state
are pending with the state gov-
ernment at present and that the
government is verifying all the
proposals. 

In addition to that, Banerjee
has claimed the state is likely to
get a huge investment worth Rs
20,000 crore, of which Steel Au-
thority of India Ltd (SAIL) is ex-
pected to invest Rs 12000 crore in
the state, Banerjee added. 

Moreover, Banerjee also said
on Saturday the proposed Metro
Rail coach factory will be set up
on the 600 acres of land in Singur
in joint collaboration with the
Steel Authority of India Ltd, Rail-
ways and the West Bengal gov-
ernment. 

“SAIL has given a letter to the
state government expressing in-
terest in setting up a coach fac-
tory of the Metro Rail. I had a talk
with Railway Minister Dinesh
Trivedi. I will be happy if the Rail-

ways, SAIL and the state govern-
ment jointly set up the coach fac-
tory at Singur on 600 acres. We
are committed to return the re-
maining 400 acres to the unwill-
ing farmers,” said Banerjee. The
Railways have agreed on the
coach factory and on its proposed
location in Singur. 

Stating that SAIL and Rail-
ways have a long-standing rela-
tionship, its chairman C S Verma
said in a statement, “SAIL is in
talks with Railways for setting up
a Metro Rail coach manufactur-
ing facility in any suitable site in
West Bengal.”

She added that the wagon in-
dustry will come up in Haldia
soon. Moreover, the state govern-
ment is also interested in taking
part as a joint venture partner in
setting up an industry park in
Nandigram. Significantly, the

project is at present being imple-
mented at Jellingham in Nandi-
gram block I by the Burn Stan-

dard Company. 
The Left Front government,

with the central public sector

Burn Standard Company, had
promised to set up units to build
oil rigs and fabrication plants and
a ship-repairing facility at Jelling-
ham, in Nandigram  block I. How-
ever, the project is yet to be exe-
cuted. Banerjee on Saturday
claimed that the state government
is interested to become a joint
venture partner in the project. 

The state government is likely
to handover the bike factory of
Mahabharat in Howrah to TVS
company. “We have spoken with
the TVS company, the renowned
bike makers. They have showed
interest to take over the manufac-
turing unit,” said Banerjee. She
also said, “There are plans that
the state government will set up
two textile hubs in the state and
there are several proposals of in-
vestment by steel industry in
Asansol area.” 
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WHILE the Jindal Steel
Group and the West Bengal
Government had earlier de-
cided to resolve the out-
standing issues before the
Puja festive season so that
work on the Rs 35,000 crore
integrated steel project at
Salboni could start, a review
meeting on Friday showed
not much progress has been
made. 

The West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
has assured that her govern-
ment would ensure speedy
clearance of all the outstand-
ing issues so that Jindals
could start work. But during
the day’s review meeting
with Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Partha Chatter-
jee, none of the major pend-
ing issues could be resolved.  

According to industry
sources, during the day-long
meting, the JSW group was
asked to give certain clarifi-
cations on their project
plans. The outstanding is-
sues related to mutation and
registration of land, contro-
versy over classification of
land, clearance certificate for
water agreement for the steel
plant, mining facility and lo-
gistics. A fresh issue has
arisen out of the classifica-
tion of land and a clearance
from the Union Ministry of
Forests and Environment
was reportedly pending since
the land earmarked for the
plant allegedly included for-
est land, as well.     

However, the state gov-
ernment on Saturday  did
not raise the issues in the
meeting. Biswadip Gupta,
CEO and joint MD of JSW
Bengal, said, “The state gov-
ernment today asked for
some clarification regarding
our corporate social responsi-
bility agreement and the
number of jobs we can give
to the villagers in the area.
We have already submitted

our documents in the respec-
tive departments of the state
government. Today we ex-
plained our plans to the state
Industry minister.” 

Significantly, if the JSW
project is implemented, it will
be the first major investment
under the Mamata Banerjee-
led government in the state.
In the first phase, the com-
pany plans to build a 3 million
tonne steel plant coupled with
300-MW captive power plant
at an investment of Rs 20,000
crore. The project came under
question from the state gov-
ernment following problem
relating to acquisition of land
above a specified ceiling. 

According to JSW offi-
cials, the company had di-
rectly acquired 296.6 acres
out of a project area of 4,334
acres; but failed to notify it
under certain sections of the
Land Reforms Act, 1955. The
Act imposes restrictions on
holding more than 24 acres
in rural Bengal. Industry is
exempted from the ceiling,
subject to an approval of the
state government. The com-
pany, however, is in posses-
sion of the remaining land. 

Industry Minister Partha
Chatterjee, Industry Secre-
tary Dipankar Mukherjee
and WBIDC managing direc-
tor Nandini Chakraborty met
JSW officials and urged them
to plug all information gaps
between the company and
the government. “We told
them to provide all the infor-
mation to the government so
that the progress of the proj-
ect is expedited. We have
asked the group to stand by
all their commitments they
made to the state while com-
missioning the project,” said
the Industry Minister.   

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA I OCTOBER 29 

SUBMITTING a memorandum to the Chief
Minister’s office, ‘People For Better Treatment
(PBT)’ an NGO set up by Dr Kunal Saha de-
manded to disclose the investigation report on
the death of the children at the B C Roy Hospital.
A total of 17 children have died at B C Roy hospi-
tal since Tuesday. 

The memorandum signed by Dr Saha,
stated: “Unless Mamata Banerjee discloses the
investigation records, PBT may move the Cal-
cutta High Court for the sake of justice for these
dead children and their families.’’ 

It is important
to mention that
PBD was formed in
2000 with an initia-
tive of Dr Saha,
NRI doctor living in
USA to fight
against medical
negligence and cor-
ruption. After a le-
gal battle for more
than 12 years, re-
cently Dr Saha was
awarded the high-
est ever compensa-
tion in a medical
negligence case by
the National Con-
sumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commis-
sion for medical
negligence in the
death of his wife
Anuradha.   

In the memorandum it was stated  that af-
ter a closed-door quick internal investigation,
the hospital was given a “clean chit”.  

According to the memorandum, the records
of deaths of children at B C Roy Hospital should
be disclosed so as to allow the interested groups
to analyze the findings of the committee. The
disclosure of the medical records could only as-
sure the victims’ parents that there was no med-
ical negligence. “PBT fought against corruption
and medical negligence during the Left-front
government. We are going to fight equally hard
against the new Trinamool government that
also appears to be working in the same manner
and shield the errant doctors without caring for
the lives of the innocent patients,” Dr Saha
stated in the memorandum.
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SEVERAL Kolkata-based indus-
trialists on Saturday organised a
Mahalaxmi Mahayagna for
bringing in economic and indus-
trial development in the state. 

The elaborate yagna with at
least 100 havans would continue
for nine days in Howrah, close to
Kolkata.  

Birla group patriarch BK
Birla, who inaugurated the
yagna, said, “We should not ex-
pect any thing (from the yagna).
We should only hope the God is
there and he will help us.” 

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Saturday claimed
that eight investment proposals,
totalling about Rs 20,000 crore,

have been received. However, all
these are proposals and not firm
commitment for investments.      

Agriculture Minister of State
Arup Roy, who attended the
yagna, said, “We will be talking
to the industrialists and urge
them to invest more in the state.” 

During the inauguration of
the nine-day-long yagna, Roy
was the only representative from
the Cabinet. 

The yagna was attended by
more than a dozen 
business leaders of the state in-

cluding Patton Group 
chairman HP Budhia, Shyam
Steel chairman SS Beriwala,
Shravan Himatsingka of Ideal
Group. 

Industrialists like R S Agar-
wal of Rupa & Co, RS Goenka of
Emami and HM Bangur of Shree
Cement are also part of the or-
ganisers. 

Haridwar-based Swami
Prakharji Maharaj will oversee
the nine-day-long ritual and “un-
leash the powerful spiritual en-
ergy to act as a catalyst for the

economic development and all-
round betterment of West Ben-
gal”.

While 100 ‘yajna kundas’
have been installed at the place,
500 Brahmins from across the
country will perform the ritual.  

Industry leaders like Sarala
Birla, wife of the Birla Group
chairman, believes the yagna
has the potential to change the
investment climate in 
the state.  

While commenting on the
leadership in the state, BK Birla
described Mamata Banerjee as
“honest and hard-working.”
Meanwhile Sarala Birla said the
Chief Minister is trying her best
for development in the state.
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WEST Bengal state committee of the CPM has organised a
two-day session here from Sunday. 

The two-day session, which is likely to be attended by
the party’s General Secretary Prakash Karat, will prima-
rily deliberate on the party’s stand in the present political
situation in the state now under rule of Trinamool-Con-
gress coalition. 

Party sources said that apart from the political situa-
tion in the state, alleged attacks on the comrades, ‘forcible
occupation’ of party offices and ‘assault’ on leaders and
workers, rise in prices of essential commodities and other
issues will be discussed.

“The meeting will discuss the zonal, regional and dis-
trict-level conferences and the procedures to hold the
same,” sources said.

State Secretary Biman Bose, former Chief Minister Bud-
dhadev Bhattacharjee, besides other senior leaders will
attend the meet. 
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Birla Group chairman BK Birla and his wife Sarala Birla at the inauguration of the nine-day-long Mahalaxmi Mahayagna at Howrah
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