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PRASHANT PANDEY
ALLAHABAD, OCTOBER 21

ALLAHABAD High Court on Fri-
day quashed the acquisition of land
in three villages of Greater Noida,
and ordered enhanced compensa-
tion to landowners in 56 other vil-
lages in Noida and Greater Noida.

The court expressed displeasure
with the invocation of the ‘urgency
clause’ in land acquisition, and di-
rected the Greater Noida Author-
ity not to proceed with any develop-
ment work without receiving
clearance from the National Capi-
tal Region Planning Board
(NCRPB).

It directed the Uttar Pradesh
chief secretary to appoint officers
not below the rank of principal sec-
retary to inquire into the implemen-
tation of Master Plan 2021 without
NCRPB approval, decisions to
change land use, allotment to
builders, and indiscriminate pro-

posals for land acquisition.
A special bench of Justices

Ashok Bhushan, S U Khan and V
K Shukla passed the judgment on
petitions filed by landowners of 42
villages in Greater Noida and 23
in Noida, challenging the acquisi-
tion of land by the Greater Noida
and Noida Authorities over a pe-
riod of time.

The court ordered an additional
64.7 per cent compensation, along
with 10 per cent of the developed
land, not exceeding 2,500 sq m, to
be given to landowners in 56 
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WITH allegations of involvement of
big corporates in a spate of scams,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on
Friday said his government was consid-
ering changes in the laws to make pri-
vate sector bribery a criminal offence.  

Speaking at the Biennial Confer-
ence of CBI and state anti-corruption
bureaux, the Prime Minister said India
has ratified the UN Convention
against corruption and to meet its re-
quirements a slew of measures, which
include amendments in laws pertain-
ing to graft, were being considered.

“To meet the requirements of the
Convention, we have introduced a
Bill in Parliament to make bribery of
foreign public officials an offence.
We are considering changes in our
laws to criminalise private sector

bribery,” he said. 
Singh said that the government was

also working on ways and means to
minimise discretionary powers of pub-
lic authorities and the issue of a public
procurement law to minimise irregu-
larities in the award of government
contracts worth thousands of crores of
rupees every year.

However, Singh conceded that it
was difficult to build a fool-proof sys-
tem. “Whatever we might do to min-
imise the opportunities for corruption,
the sad reality is that we cannot build a
totally fool-proof system. There will al-
ways be some instances of corrupt
practices in the work of public authori-
ties,” he said at the meet, also attended
by Home Minister P Chidambaram
and Law Minister Salman Khurshid. 

Stressing on the need to carry out
‘due-diligence’ on the part of the CBI in
corruption cases, the Prime Minister

said there should be a distinction be-
tween a deliberate  attempt at wrongdo-
ing and honest mistakes, “sometimes
inevitable in decision-making process
under conditions of uncertainty”. 

The Prime Minister also said that
the government has decided that if an
authority refuses to grant permission
for investigation or sanction for prose-
cution, the reasons for such denial
would have to be informed to the next
higher authority within three months. 

Singh further said, “We expect
from the CBI the highest standards of
honesty and professionalism and a to-
tal disregard of any extraneous consid-
erations, particularly political pres-
sure, in its work.... And
professionalism demands face-less-
ness, in the best traditions of our civil
services.” He also cautioned that “pre-
mature publicity” given to cases can
harm the cause of justice.

RAVISH TIWARI &
AMITABH SINHA
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IN the gathering gloom of
slowing growth and scan-
dal political drift, here is

some good news to brighten
up the festival season. The
latest Human Development
Report, released today,
shows that “inclusive
growth” — the mantra of the
entire political establishment
— may not be just a mere slo-
gan.

Socially and economically
weaker sections of the soci-
ety, like Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Mus-
lims, are finally catching up
with the rest of the country
on important human devel-
opment indices like literacy,
infant mortality rate and
child labour in the first eight
years of this century.

While the country as a
whole has shown improve-
ment on the human develop-
ment index during this pe-
riod, these communities —
SCs, STs and Muslims —
have improved at a much
faster rate. 

Significantly, reflecting
growing awareness, educa-
tion and health of women,

the Muslim community has
shown the sharpest decline in
the Total Fertility Rate
(TFR). The higher fertility
numbers amongst Muslims
has been used by some politi-
cal parties, including the BJP,
to raise the bogey of “Hindu
decline.”

Data shows that the total
fertility rate in Muslims has
come down from 3.59 (chil-
dren per couple) in 1998-99
to 3.09 in 2005-06. It is still
higher than the national av-
erage of 2.68 (down from
2.85 in the same period) but
has been declining at a much
sharper rate than the na-
tional figure.

“Convergence (of indices
of SCs, STs and Muslims with

the national average) on
most of the parameters indi-
cates a move towards social
inclusion during this period,”
said Santosh Mehrortra, di-
rector general of Institute of
Applied Manpower Re-
search that has produced the
report.

Traditionally backward
states like Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Orissa, Assam have all
shown a faster rate of im-
provement on the human
development indices than
the national average.

These states, however,
continue to remain below
the national average, that
has improved from 0.39 in
1999-2000 to 0.47 in 2007-
08. This indicates that the
regional imbalances in hu-
man development might be
slowly bridging. As many as
21 states are above the 
national average on the
composite human develop-
ment index.

The composite index is
comprised of three indices —
health, income and educa-
tion. While the education in-
dex has shown maximum im-
provement in the period,
health has lagged behind. 
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THE management of Dunlop India on Fri-
day decided to reopen its Sahagunj plant in
Hooghly but in a staggered fashion. After the
meeting of the board of directors, chairman of
Ruia Group, Pawan Ruia, announced that
the company will “partially lift the suspen-
sion of work notice”. “It will start with the re-
opening of the IP unit,’’ said Ruia. 

He, however, reiterated that the plant will
be reopened only once the West Bengal State
Electricity Board (WBSEB) restores the
power connection at the Sahagunj plant. The
company has already applied to WBSEB for
restoring power supply, which was discon-
nected in August. A notice put up the man-
agement on October 8 had cited “repeated
incidents of labour agitations and law and or-
der problems” behind suspension of work at
the Sahagunj plant. 

Significantly, the company’s decision
comes two days after the state government
said that it would approve a “relief 
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KANCHAN CHAKRABORTY
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AWARDING a record com-
pensation in  a medical neg-
ligence case, the National

Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission (NC-
DRC) on Friday directed a
prominent hospital and
three top doctors of the
city to pay Rs 1.77 crore to
a US-based doctor of In-
dian origin for the death of his wife
during treatment in 1998. 

The commission has asked the
Advanced Medicare and Research
Institute Limited,( AMRI) Hospi-
tal and the three doctors to share
the compensation amount for al-
leged negligence leading to the

death of 36-year-old Anu-
radha Saha. 

However, Kunal Saha,
Anuradha’s husband, who
fought the legal battle said
he was not happy with the
order and will move the

Supreme Court. Saha, in conversa-
tion with The Indian Express over

phone from Columbus, Ohio, said,
“I had demanded compensation of
Rs 97 crore.”

But there is a positive side of
this order, he added. “The com-
pensation which is the highest ever
in medical legal history should
send a strong signal to all negligent
doctors and hospitals in India,”
said Dr Saha.  At least the doctors
and the hospitals in Kolkata would
now onwards be cautious, he
added. 

The court said, “The foreign
residence of the complainant or

the patient and the income of the
deceased patient are relevant fac-
tors but the compensation
awarded by an Indian forum can-
not be at par with what what is or-
dinarily granted by foreign courts
in such cases.” 

Anuradha, a qualified child psy-
chologist in the US, during her visit
to Kolkata in May 1998  developed
certain rashes on her body. 
On May 11, she was admitted in 
the AMRI hospital and was 
treated by Dr Sukumar Mukherjee, 
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BACKWARD STATES
like Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Uttar Pradesh,  Orissa, As-
sam have all shown a faster
rate of improvement on the
human development indices
than the national average. 

HOWEVER, they continue to
remain below the national
average, that has improved
from 0.39 in 1999-2000 to
0.47 in 2007-08. 


