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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday directed Jaypee
Sports International Ltd that
is organising the Formula One
Indian Grand Prix, to deposit
25% of the ticket sale proceeds
in a separate bank account.

The apex court direction fol-
lowed a public interest litiga-
tion questioning the legality of
the entertainment tax relief
given by the UP government.

A bench of justice DK Jain
and justice AR Dave restrained

Jaypee Sports from operating
the account without the court’s
permission till the final outcome
of the PIL. 

Although India’s first F-1 event
— scheduled to begin in Greater
Noida in the national capital
region on October 28 — would
not be affected, the court said
that it would examine whether
the track was built according to
the development plan of the area.

Rejecting the company’s argu-
ment that the direction would
cause adverse publicity, the
bench said since the money
would be deposited in a no-lien

account, “how it can cause
adverse publicity we do not
understand”.

The petitioner’s counsel,
Sanjiv Sen, contended that
Formula One was an elitist event
and there was no justification
for granting tax relief. In
response, government counsel
Gopal Subramanium said the
stadium and the event were
part of the state’s special devel-
opment zone project. 

At this, the bench said it would
also examine UP government’s
policy of acquiring land for devel-
oping the special economic zone. 

SC to F1 organisers: Keep
aside 25% ticket sale money
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SIRTE / MISURATA: A day after images
of a bloodied and defeated
Muammar Gaddafi — dragged
out of a drain in his hometown
and final hideout of Sirte — took
the world by storm, the buzz that
he was captured alive and then
executed grew louder. 

As the slain former Libyan dic-
tator lay in a shopping centre
meat locker waiting for burial
on Friday, a video surfaced, filmed
by a bystander and showing a

wounded Gaddafi being heaved
off the bonnet of a pick-up,
dragged towards a car, then pulled
to the ground by his hair. In the
background rang shouts of “keep
him alive, keep him alive!”, then
screaming and finally, gunshots
as he went out of view.

“They captured him alive and
while he was being taken away,
beat him and killed him,” a sen-
ior National Transitional Council
source told Reuters. 

Ibrahim Tika, the doctor who
examined the 69-year-old’s body,

said, “Gaddafi was arrested while
alive and killed later. There was
a bullet and that was the primary
cause of death, it penetrated his
gut. There was another bullet in
the head that went in and out.”

Earlier, Prime Minister
Mahmoud Jibril, reading what
he said was a post-mortem
report, said Gaddafi was hauled
unresisting from a “sewage pipe”,
shot in the arm and put in a truck,
which was “caught in crossfire”.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Gaddafi executed or killed in crossfire?

I-T’S R9-LAKH
REMINDER 
TO KEJRIWAL
HT Correspondent 
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The income tax (I-T)
department has issued a fresh
notice to Arvind Kejriwal, a
former Indian Revenue
Service officer and
member of social
activist Anna Hazare’s
team, asking him to pay R9
lakh in dues to the depart-
ment by the month-end.

“The department has
issued the notice as he
had violated a clause in
the bond signed by him
prior to going on
two years’ study
leave,” a depart-
ment source
said. 

The chief
commissioner of
I-T earlier issued a
notice to Kejriwal
on August 5.

The 1995 batch
IRS officer went
abroad on study
leave between
November 2000
and 2002. “The
leave was granted
after he signed a
bond undertaking to
work in the department
for three years after return-
ing,” the source said.  

However, after joining office
in Delhi in 2002 as additional
commissioner, Kejriwal went
on leave without pay in 2004
and resigned in February 2006. 

“Will reply appropriately,”
Kejriwal told PTI when asked
about the fresh notice.
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PAKISTAN CAN’T 
KEEP SNAKES IN
BACKYARD: CLINTON
WASHINGTON: In a blunt mes-
sage to Pakistan, US sec-
retary of state Hillary
Clinton on Friday
demanded greater cooper-
ation from the country to
“squeeze” the Haqqani
network responsible for
attacks in Afghanistan,
saying Islamabad could
not keep snakes in its
backyard.  “You can’t keep
snakes in your backyard
and expect them only to
bite your neighbours.” P16

CAT exam to get tougher
as 2.5 lakh register for it
NEW DELHI: The Common
Admission Test (CAT)
for admission to IIMs and
other B-schools begins
across the country from
Saturday, with as many as
2.05 lakh candidates 
registering for it. The
online tests will end on
November 18. “We have
backup computers to han-
dle any glitch,” said 
Janakiraman Moorthy,
Convener of CAT 2011. P2

No Diwali gift, donate it to
PM’s relief fund: Singh
NEW DELHI: Thanking all
those who have been 
sending him Diwali 
wishes, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on
Saturday asked them to
make donations to his
relief fund instead of send-
ing gifts. “He has appealed
to his well-wishers to make
donations to the fund,” a
PMO official said. HTC
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Volatile stock markets, mutual
funds disguised as insurance
policies, surging interest rates —
your finances are surrounded by
complex uncertainties. Your
Money, our weekly page on
personal finance, helps you
navigate the maze of
opportunities and threats every
Saturday. Today.
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India weather report P8

FORECAST: Pleasant
morning with possibility
of fog. Afternoon will be
warm, but evening tem-
perature will dip

With Muammar Gaddafi's death,
more ‘interventions’ in West Asia
just became easier, writes 
Waiel Awwad >> P12

WE ALL FALL DOWN
comment
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NOIDA/ALLAHABAD: The Allahabad
High Court on Friday gave the
best possible Diwali gift to one
lakh families who had been wait-
ing in despair after investing in
homes in the “affordable resi-
dential hub” in the eastern part
of the national capital region
(NCR). 

The court ruled that rather
than declaring the housing proj-
ects being built in Greater Noida
(GNoida) area as illegal, com-
pensation for farmers whose
land had been acquired be hiked. 

“We are happy that the court
has thought of our interests,”
said GL Sagar, general secre-
tary of Noida Extension Flat
Buyers’ Welfare Association. 

For the Mayawati govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh though,
the quashing of a 2007 notifi-
cation to acquire about 5,000
hectares of land in three villages
in Greater Noida — Asadullapur,
Yusufpur Chak Shaberi and
Devla — came as a blow.  

While there are no housing
projects in these villages, the
court ordered that similarly
affected farmers of other vil-
lages — where apartments are
being built — also be given high-

er compensation.
The Greater Noida Industrial

Development Authority
(GNIDA), under whose juris-
diction the affected area falls,
said all projects in the area
would resume in a month.

“The court has asked us to pay
64% additional compensation
and 10% developed land to farm-
ers,  close to the out-of-court set-
tlement figures,” GNIDA CEO
Rama Raman told HT.

He also said since GNIDA
worked on a no-profit-no-loss
basis, the extra money would
be claimed from builders, insti-
tutions and industries. 

“The higher compensation
will result in an additional bur-
den of R3,000 to R4,000 crore
on the authority,” Raman told
reporters. Builders  earlier said
the increase in costs would not
be passed on to existing cus-
tomers. 

For new customers though,
experts said the ruling was like-
ly to push prices up by 15% to
20% in the area as builders would
seek to cover the additional cost
of paying off farmers. 

Not everyone is entirely happy
with the judgment, though.

“The court ruling is balanced,
but not giving entire relief to
any stakeholders — the gov-
ernment, farmers, builders and
buyers,” said Pankaj Bajaj, pres-

ident of NCR’s biggest realtors’
body. Farmers, too, said they
would move the Supreme Court,
seeking more money.

DREAMS RESTORED
What the Allahabad high court verdict means for home 
owners, the government, builders and farmers

What this means for buyers
People who have already
booked flats in the affected
projects (Page 4) are safe, since
there will be no cost escalation
for them. New buyers will have
to pay 10-15% more for fresh
bookings.

Why 
Additional compensation will
cost the Greater Noida
Authority about R4,000 crore,
which builders will have to pay.
Since their contracts with exist-
ing buyers have a no-escalation
clause, they will charge new
buyers more

What did the HC order?
The HC struck down the
acquisition of land in three
villages — Asadullapur,
Yusufpur Chak Shaberi and
Devla (where no housing
projects are planned).
Farmers in 60 other vil-
lages where land had been
acquired (with new proj-
ects coming up) would be
entitled to 64.7% higher
compensation and also get
developed land equivalent
to 10% of the acquired
land subject to a limit of
2,500 sq m per farmer.

Some farmers, dissatisfied with the increased
compensation, plan to move Supreme Court to
increase the amount. Authorities and builders
work out modalities for paying the increased
compensation shortly. Existing buyers are
relieved, new ones will have to pay more

What next
for farmers,
buyers,
builders 
and GNA

■ Empty hoardings at Noida Extension. Many housing projects
in the area have been stalled. ARIJIT SEN / HT PHOTO

>> READY FOR A FRESH START

>> PROPERTY PRICES MAY RISE

>> FARMERS UNHAPPY

>> PROJECTS TO RESUME IN A MONTH
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WORLD
A FERRARI FOR
CHRISTMAS?
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NEW DELHI: A US-based
NRI doctor has been
awarded a record com-
pensation of over R1.77
crore by the national
consumer court for the
death of his wife in 1998
due to medical negli-
gence in a private hos-
pital in Kolkata. 

The National Consu-
mer Dispute Redressal
Commission (NCDRC)
ordered Kolkata-based
Advanced Medicare
and Research Institute

(AMRI) and its three doctors
— Sukumar Mukherjee,
Baidyanath Haldar and Balram
Prasad — to share the amount
to be paid to Dr Kunal Saha. 

An NCDRC bench fixed the
compensation on the direction
of the Supreme Court, which had
referred Saha’s appeal to it. The
court held the doctors and the
hospital culpable to civil liabili-
ty for medical negligence, which
led to the death of Anuradha, 36,
a child psychologist. Anuradha
was hospitalised after she com-
plained of rashes.

Saha had sought over R77
crore on account of mental

agony, loss of income, cost of
treatment, travel and hotel
expenses, breakdown of fami-
ly and cost of litigation. But, the
court awarded a compensation
of R1,77,87,500 (including R5 lakh
towards cost of litigation) only. 

“A complainant cannot be
allowed to get undue enrich-
ment by making a fortune out
of a misfortune,” said the judge.

Blaming Saha for interfer-
ing in Anuradha’s treatment,
the court even ordered a 10%
deduction in compensation.

“Although it is by far the high-
est compensation in Indian
medico-legal history, this is a
travesty of justice as it is too
meagre an amount,” said Saha.

In Kolkata, AMRI executive
director BN Agarwal said, “After
going through the order, if we
find the amount unreasonable,
or unjustified, we will move the
Supreme Court again.”

WITH SUBHENDU MAITI

NRI doctor gets
record R1.7-crore
compensation

US-BASED KUNAL SAHA
HAD SOUGHT R77 CRORE 
IN DAMAGES FROM A
KOLKATA HOSPITAL FOR
THE DEATH OF HIS WIFE
ANURADHA IN 1998

Court saves G Noida homes,
gives farmers a better deal
FLIP SIDE Quashes land acquisition in 3 villages; ruling to push prices up 15-20%

Sanjeev K Ahuja 
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

GURGAON: The deal that finally
ended the 14-day strike at Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd’s Manesar
plant, with most of the work-
ers’ demands having been met,
was struck after a 42-hour
marathon tripartite negotia-
tion at 3am on Friday.

The agreement signed by the
management, workers and the
Haryana government provides
for reinstatement of 64 dismissed
permanent workers though 30
permanent workers will remain

suspended. Also, 1,200 casual
workers will be taken back.

The closed-door meeting
in a Haryana government
guesthouse was unprece-

dented in more than one sense.
The workers were allegedly
warned of arrest and were not

allowed to move out and meet
their families since Wednesday.

“None of us could sleep while
government officials were allot-
ted rooms. The police escorted
us even to the washrooms. Some
of us got out for a smoke under
police cover,” said Rishi Pal,
executive member of the union
formed by MSIL workers.

Gurgaon police commissioner
SS Deswal, however, refuted
the allegations, saying, “None
of the workers were forced to
remain inside the venue. It was
their decision. The meeting pro-
ceeded congenially.”

Government sources, how-
ever, admitted there were clear
instructions that the workers’
representatives not be allowed
out without a solution, as they
were being monitored by their
leaders from the Citu and Aituc.

>> WAIT FOR DREAM CAR, P6

42-hour marathon peace talks
that broke Maruti deadlock

Reuters
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WASHINGTON: President Barack
Obama said on Friday the United
States would fulfill its pledge to
pull troops out of Iraq by the end
of the year. “After nearly nine
years, America’s war in Iraq will
be over,” Obama told reporters.

He spoke after a video con-
ference with Iraqi prime minis-
ter Nuri al-Maliki and said the
two were in full agreement about
how to move forward on troop
withdrawal as promised when
he took over.

Obama said the two countries
now moved into “a new phase”
and that it would be “an equal
partnership based on mutual
interests and mutual respect”.

The withdrawal of American
troops marks a major milestone
in the war that started in 2003
and resulted in the removal of
Saddam Hussein from power in
Iraq.

“Over the next two months,
our troops in Iraq, tens of thou-
sands of them, will pack up their
gear and board convoys for the
journey home,” Obama said. 

“The last American soldier
will cross the border out of Iraq
with their heads held high, proud
of their success, and knowing
that the American people stand
united in our support for our
troops,” he said. 

“That is how America’s mili-
tary efforts in Iraq will end.” 

The US military role in Iraq
has been mostly reduced to advis-
ing the security forces in a coun-
try where levels of violence had
declined sharply from a peak of
sectarian strife in 2006-2007, but
attacks remain a daily 
occurrence.

Senior Iraqis say in private
they still like a US troop pres-
ence to keep the peace between
Iraqi Arabs and Kurds in a dis-
pute over who controls the oil-
rich areas in the north of Iraq.

US troops will
be out of Iraq
by year’s end

mustread
Court blast: Photos of 3 Hizb men out
The NIA is looking for five terrorists in the Delhi high court
blast case. Three of them are Hizbul Mujahideen operatives
whose photographs were released by the agency Friday. >> P2


