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2015 THE NEW
DEADLINE FOR
TEESTA PROJECT
HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

SILIGURI: The state has set 2015
as the new deadline for com-
pletion of the Teesta Barrage
Project, billed as the largest and
the most ambitious irrigation
project in the eastern region.

The ongoing work on the irri-
gation project, spanning the six
districts of north Bengal, has
been marred by rampant cor-
ruption. The project was aimed
at providing irrigation facility
to entire north Bengal by draw-
ing excess water from the Teesta
and Mahananda rivers.

State irrigation and water-
ways minister Manas Bhuniya
held an exhaustive meeting with
senior officials of the five dis-
tricts of north Bengal barring
Malda on Friday, and arrived at
a revised deadline for the proj-
ect. “The new deadline for the
project has been set as 2015 and
additional funds of R1721 crore
would be pumped in,” he said.

Bhuniya conceded to the
charges of corruption dogging
the project, saying that those
found guilty would not be spared.
He said a total of R2988.61 crore
would be required for the proj-
ect, of which R1267.57 crore has
already been spent. He said that
an advisory committee would be
set up to monitor the project.

Delhi meeting fruitful: GJM
APPEAL Delegation led by Bimal Gurung meets prime minister and Union ministers with a host of demands
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KOLKATA: Anwar Mallick, (57)
has been running from pillar to
post for more than five years,
seeking justice for the death of
his only son because of alleged
medical negligence. 

Raja Mallick (16) was suffer-
ing from diarrhoea and was
admitted to Shaktinagar Hospital
in Nadia on the night of
September 18, 2005. After his
condition worsened the next day,
he was referred to Calcutta
Medical College and Hospital
late at night. But after about two
hours doctors pronounced Raja
dead. The world came crashing
down for Anwar, Raja’s father.

“The doctors of Shaktinagar
Hospital killed my child. Without
observing proper medical pro-
cedure, they gave my child some
medicines, particularly an injec-
tion called Safezone, which ulti-
mately killed him,” Anwar said.

Kunal Saha, a US-returned
doctor, confirms Anwar’s claims.
“A person dying of diarrhoea is
rare. I have seen all the pre-
scriptions. The doctors were
reckless and negligent in treat-
ing Raja. Safezone can be given
only after a medical check-up
to ensure if the patient’s body
can tolerate the drug. The injec-
tion was administered without
any such test. This led to his
death,” Saha said.

“I lost my son, my shop and I
am on the verge of losing my land
which I have mortgaged to bor-
row money. It seems I am chas-
ing a mirage. My family is starv-
ing while the guilty are enjoy-
ing their lives. I am ruined and
the day is not far when I will have
to commit suicide,” said Anwar.

Nadia’s superintendent of police
Sabyasachi Mishra said, “Yes, a
case of medical negligence has
been filed against doctors Hiren
Mukherjee and KR Biswas. We
are looking into the matter again
after the court ordered a rein-
vestigation. Since we do not have
any conclusive proof they have
not been arrested.”

Repeated attempts to talk to
the doctors proved fruitless.
Mukherjee disconnected the
phone, while Biswas did not
take calls. Shaktinagar Hospital’s
medical superintendent too
refused to comment.

Anwar met top district offi-
cials and police officers a num-
ber of times, but all he got were
empty promises. He then

approached the state secretariat
in 2010. After making rounds of
the state secretariat for over a
year, on July 18 this year he
received a letter from chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee’s office,
which directed the district’s top
administrative authorities to
look into the matter and take
necessary action. But the author-
ities are yet to act.

Anwar also possesses the
report of the West Bengal Medi-
cal Council, which says: “The
accused doctors are hereby
warned for their lackadaisical
attitude. Penal measures may
be taken in case of repetition.”

Anwar, also president of
People for Better Treatment,
an NGO fighting against med-
ical negligence, said, “The med-
ical council report is laughable.
I have repeatedly said the coun-
cil should have non-doctors
on board. Only then would guilty
medical practitioners be pun-
ished. A doctor will never go
against another. The council
protects guilty doctors.”

Victims of medical negligence
crowd the NGO office everyday
hoping to get justice. Saha has
been fighting legal battles for
over a decade after his wife
Anuradha died because of alleged
negligence by some city doctors.

Saha said, “The reasons for
negligence are absence of account-
ability and lack of continuing
medical education. The doctors
in government hospitals are
stretched beyond limit, which
drastically erodes their efficiency.”

On August 2, Anwar received
another letter from the chief
minister’s office, which direct-
ed the district administration
to expedite the investigation.
“The Nadia chief judicial mag-
istrate’s court has ordered a
reinvestigation Police had ear-
lier, instead of filing the charge
sheet, submitted a final report
stating that there was no evi-
dence to charge the persons
complained of,” said Alok
Mukherjee, Anwar’s counsel. 
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Wait for justice
continues 5 yrs
after son’s death
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DARJEELING: A four-member del-
egation of the Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha (GJM) met Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in
addition to holding separate
meetings with the Union finance
minister and home minister in
New Delhi on Friday.

Led by GJM president Bimal
Gurung, the delegation com-
prised party general secretary
Roshan Giri along with central
committee members Jyoti Rai
and Diwakar Gurung. The meet-
ings mainly centred on the newly
signed Gorkhaland Territorial

Administration (GTA), an
autonomous administrative set-
up for the Darjeeling Hills.

“We requested the prime min-
ister along with Union finance
and home ministers to extend
the ambit of the special bene-
fits enjoyed by the north east
states, to the GTA. The seven
Northeastern states avail tax
holidays, subsidies and special
grants. All these should be
extended to the GTA,” said Rai.

The delegation also put for-
ward the demand for a central
university and an IIT institute
for the GTA area. “There has
been a long-standing demand
for a central university in

Darjeeling. Since both the cen-
tral university and IIT pertain
to the central subject, we put
forward our request,” said Rai.

The GJM further appealed
for the delegation of power to
the GTA for the management
of reeserve forests. Though the

List of subjects to be trans-
ferred to the GTA includes man-
agement of Forests, it does not
feature the reserve forests.

“Many important roads will
pass through the reserve forests
(with no alternate routes avail-
able). Water pipelines would also
pass through the reserve forests.
They form a critical catchment
area for important water proj-
ects. To facilitate development
work, the reserve forests have
to come under GTA. In case of
the Bodoland Territorial Council,
management of the reserve
forests is entrusted with the coun-
cil. A similar power should also
be accorded to GTA,” said Rai.

The delegation requested that
the GTA be made the authority
for handing out Gorkha certifi-
cates. The certificates is a proof

of identity (for a Gorkha) required
for availing physical exemption
in armed and paramilitary forces
and for joining the Gorkha
Brigade of the Indian Army.

“Till date there is no agency
or person assigned to issue this
certificate and persons requir-
ing Gorkha certificates have
been filing affidavits. The GTA
should have the power to issue
Gorkha certificates,” said Rai.

“The prime minister with the
other ministers responded pos-
itively to our demands. They
have promised to look into our
demands and do the needful.
All the three meetings were
fruitful,” said Giri.
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KOLKATA: Nearly 200 tea gar-
dens in North Bengal’s Terai
and Dooars region have decla-
red to go on a three-day strike
starting from August 10 after
a tripartite meeting held at
Kolkata on Friday to solve the
issue of increasing the wage
of tea labourers ended in a limbo.

The stir is likely to affect tea
supply to Kolkata as 153 tea gar-
dens in the Dooars and 42 in the
Terai produce 180 million kg
and 50 million kg of tea in a year.

Representatives of nearly 28
trade unions operating in the
tea gardens met the labour min-
ister at Writers’ Buildings and
informed him of their decision.
A tripartite meeting, held ear-
lier in the day between tea gar-

den owners, trade union lead-
ers and labour commissioner,
failed to resolve the issue.

There are more than three
lakh workers in tea gardens of
the Dooars and the Terai who
earn R67 a day for their labour.
The Coordination Committee
for Plantation Tea Workers
(CCPW), Progressive Tea
Workers’ Union (PTWU), the
Defence Committee for

Plantation Workers’ Rights
among others have asked the
garden management to consider
the matter at the earliest.

The Progressive Tea Workers’
Union has demanded the daily
wage to be increased to R250.
In Darjeeling, the daily wage of
garden labourers was increased
to R90 from April 1 after GJM’s
labour wing and the garden
management agreed to increase

the labour wage. There too, the
union had stopped despatch-
ing of processed tea.

“The garden owners are will-
ing to increase the wage to R75,”
said Samir Roy, general secre-
tary of the Defence Committee
for Plantation Workers’ Rights.

The unions have also called
for a 12-hour general strike on
August 12 in all the six districts
of North Bengal.

Tea gardens to go on strike for wage hike

GJM leaders with Union home minister P Chidambaram in Delhi on Friday. HT PHOTO

Larger than life

A student with a Tagore portrait at a rally in Howrah on
Friday ahead of Baishe Sraban. DIPANKAR MAJUMDAR/HT PHOTO

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Ministry of Urban
Development

Invitation of Expression of Interest (EOI) from
Agencies for 3rd Party Evaluation of rated Cities
on Sanitation based parameters under the
National Urban Sanitation Policy (NUSP)
The Government of India has launched the National
Urban Sanitation Policy in October 2008 with the vision
that “All Indian cities and towns become totally
sanitized, healthy and liveable and ensure and sustain
good public health and environmental outcomes for all
their citizens”.
The Ministry of Urban Development invites
Expressions of Interest (EoI) from expert
Agencies/Individuals for undertaking 3rd party
evaluation of all work done during sanitation rating
survey by survey agencies. Agency/ Individual experts
will be expected to develop methodology and
evaluation instruments, sampling, collecting data,
revalidation with support of survey agencies in sample
no. of cities, analyse and provide information to
MoUD before final publication. The detailed EoI
may be accessed at the Ministry’s website
http://www.urbanindia.nic.in/what is new?.pdf

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Ministry of Urban
Development

Invitation of Expression of Interest (EOI) for
Capacity Building Program under the National
Urban Sanitation Policy (NUSP)

The Government of India adopted the National
Urban Sanitation Policy in October 2008.
Capacity Building is an integral component of
National Urban Sanitation Policy. In order to
implement a National level strategy on Capacity
Building and training to support states and cities
to build their personnel capacities and
organisational systems for delivery of sanitation
services. The Ministry of Urban Development
invites Expressions of Interest (EoI) from
agencies for Capacity Building. Details are
available at Ministry’s website
http://www.urbanindia.nic.in/what is new?.pdf

CORRIGENDUM
Reference Press Notice for Re-invitation to Prequalify published on 5th August,
2011 for the following work:

Para 2(e) of the said Press Notice may be read as following:
“should have solvency of US$ 3.67 million excluding VAT certified by their bankers”.
The other terms and conditions of the Press Notice will remain unchanged.

(Viraj Singh)
Director (Projects) 

Tel: 23060504

Name of Work
Construction of Chancery
and Residences for Indian
High Commission in Dar-es-
Salaam, Tanzania

Scope of Work
Approximate Built up Area 5500
Square metres consisting of
Chancery and Residences

Completion Time
24 Months

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES
1. Commander Works Engineers Kolkata, National Library Avenue,
Alipore, Kolkata-27 on behalf of the President of India, invites
applications from eligible, enlisted contractors of MES and Contractors
working with other Govt. Departments meeting eligibility criteria for
selection of contractors for issue of tender of undermentioned works:

Sl. Name of Work Cpmprehensive Maintenance of 
No. Johnson make Lifts at MAP Building 

(Block ‘A’ & ‘B’) at BM Camp & Map
Building (Block ‘A’ & ‘B’) at OD Alipore 
under GE (Central) Kolkata

1. Estimated Cost of Work Rs. 22.65 Lakhs (Approx)

2. Completion Period 11 Months.

3. Tender shall be bassed on IAFW-2249 & 1779 A with Sch ‘A’ (list of 
works) to be priced by the tenderers.

4. Amount of Earnest Money Rs. 45,300/- in the shape of Call Deposit 
for Contractors not enlisted Receipt from any Scheduled Bank in
with MES favour of GE (C) Kolkata.

5. Cost of Tender Rs. 500/- in the shape of DD/Banker’s 
Cheque/Pay Order from any Scheduled 
Bank in favour of GE (C) Kolkata.

6. Last Date of Receipt of 09 August 2011.
Applications

7. Eligibility Criteria:
(a) For MES Enlisted Class ‘E’, Category: ‘J’ (Old)/c (ii) 
Contractors (New) having SSD of Rs. 50,000/- 
(b) For other Contractors (i) Meeting enlistment criteria of MES 

with regard to having satisfactorily 
completed requisite value works, Annual 
turnover, Working capital, fixed assets, 
security clearance etc.
(ii) No recovery outstanding in any 
Govt. Deptt.
(iii) Other eligibility criteria of MES.

8. Date of Issue of Tender On or after 10 August 2011.
9. Date of Receipt of Tender On or after 06 September  2011.

NOTES:
1. The contractor enlisted in one class below the “Eligibility Criteria”
given above may also apply. Accepting Officer may consider such
applications in the event of inadequate response from eligible Class
contractors.
2. Applications not accompanied by requisite value of DD/Banker’s
Cheque/Pay Order towards cost of tender documents shall not be
considered for issue of tender.
3. Contractors not enlisted with MES will be required to enclose
necessary documents to prove their eligibility as given above including
affidavit for no recovery outstanding.
4. In case of rejection of application for issue of tender, the applicant
shall be refunded the cost of tender. However, Contractor may appeal
to next higher Engineer authority i.e. Chief Engineer Kolkata Zone, for
rejection of his application for issue of tender, whose decision shall be
final and binding and Contractor shall not be entitled to any
compensation whatsoever  for non-issue of tender.
5. The above details are also available on MES website:
www.mes.gov.in. Full notice of tender IAFW-2162 and enlistment
criteria is available in all offices of MES and also on MES website.
6. Application for issue of tender shall be accompanied with the cost
of tender documents (in blank) in the form of Demand Draft/Banker’s
Cheque as mentioned above from any Scheduled Bank in favour of GE
(C) Kolkata. Cost of tender shall be non-refundable if tender
documents are issued to applicant contractors as approved by the
Accepting Officer. Contractors not enlisted with MES are required to
submit with their applications along with copies of enlistment in other
departments, similar nature of works carried out by them during the
last 2/3 years giving designation and address of the office under whom
the work executed and meeting the enlistment criteria of MES
including affidavit for no recovery outstanding in Govt Deptt.
(2195280_1) davp 10102/11/1196/1112

A. Sealed offers are invited from Resourceful Contractors for the
following jobs on Job Contract Basis at BCL-Angus Works:
1. Tender No. BCL/SP-80/Mould. Core Making /AW/11

Core making & shifting etc. of side Frame & Bolster.
2. Tender No. BCL/SP-81/Labour for Foundry/AW/11 Supply of

Labours
3. Tender No.BCL/SP-82/OP & MAINT-ARC FUR/AW/11

Operation & Maintenance of 5T Electric Arc Furnace.
4. Tender No.BCL/SP-84/Oxycut/ Fetting/AW/11 Oxy-Cutting,

complete fettling, gauging etc.
B. Sealed offers are invited from Resourceful manufactures or their
authorized Dealers and Stockiest / Traders for:
Tender No. BCL/PUR/SHELL PLATE/250 BTFLN/CW/11
Supply of 1396.500 MT of IS:8500 E 570 spec. steel plates of var-
ious sizes.
Last date of sale and submission of tender is 30 days from the date
of publication. Interested parties may collect the tender documents
from the office of DGM (Purchase), Braithwaite & Co. Ltd., 
5, Hide Road, Kolkata-700043 on all working days from 10.00 hrs.
to 15.00 hrs against payment of Rs.500/- (non-refundable) towards
cost of tender document.
Interested parties may visit our website for necessary details. All
TCNs & Corrigendum etc. will be notified in our website only
www.braithwaiteindia.com

DGM (Purchase)

BRAITHWAITE & CO. LIMITED
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
5, Hide Road, Kolkata-700 043


