
Sudarshan Ghosh Dastidar, the
environment minister in Ma-
mata Banerjee’s cabinet, took
charge on Saturday. On Sun-
day, the minister, who’s also a
physician, spoke toMetro
about his broad priorities.

Congratulations... your
thoughts about being given
the responsibility?
It’s an enormous responsibili-
ty. Nowadays, no development
can be done without consider-
ing the environment.

My job, however, is not
very difficult as chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee has
clearly said that the interest of
the common man should be at
the centre of all policies. We
won’t undertake any develop-
ment by diluting environmen-
tal considerations.

Isn’t that easier said than
done?
Mamata Banerjee has always
been consistent in her pro-en-
vironment stand — whether
opposing a chemical hub or
during the Singur agitation.
Our leader fought against
damage to the multi-crop
farmland ecosystem.

It also helps that, as a
physician and researcher
(Ghosh Dastidar is doing col-
laborative research with IIT-
Kharagpur), I have already
been exposed to the subject.

What do you plan to do

about executing the high
court’s order regarding the
ban on polluting two-stroke
autos and 15-year-old com-
mercial vehicles?
Haven’t most autos already
been converted to LPG?

Maybe in core Calcutta, but
they are still plying on the
fringes and in greater Cal-
cutta, as your department
had admitted in court.
I’m yet to get the full data on
this. I will be able to clearly
chart out a policy once I get the
details.

What about the filling-up of
water bodies or the cutting
down of trees?
Trees shouldn’t be cut. If re-
quired, they can be transplant-
ed, as is done elsewhere in the
world.

Only when there is no
other option should a tree be
cut — but there should be com-
pensatory plantation.

As for water bodies, I still
remember how the water bod-
ies beside VIP Road had been
filled up to accommodate con-
structions, or how a huge

housing project in Calcutta
came up despite reports about
water bodies being filled up to
make way for it. Such prac-

tices will no longer be allowed.

Any immediate priorities?
Countering the plastic men-
ace is one, as it has a signifi-
cant role in clogging up the
city’s drainage, especially
because of factors like climate
change and irregular rainfall
patterns.

We’ll start a major cam-
paign and try to find out alter-
native packaging materials. I
have started talking to IIT ex-
perts about the use of jute and
natural fibres.

You mentioned climate
change. Calcutta is one of
the most vulnerable cities…
We have to look at the prob-
lems, as well as the solutions,
such as increasing the use of
alternative energy.

Noise is also a major prob-
lem…
I agree. Exposure to noise pol-
lution can affect the health of
people. It can also affect intel-
lectual growth.

Calcutta also has very
high count of particulate

matter…
Yes, particulate matter, which
include toxic heavy metals, can
cause irreparable damage, es-
pecially to children and preg-
nant women.

What’s the solution?
There should be a balance be-
tween industrial growth and
environmental quality.

Any thoughts on hoard-
ings? Calcutta’s skyline has
less sky than hoardings.
The department of environ-
ment has formed an eco-
friendly hoarding policy,
which has been kept under
wraps…
I’m unaware of it and will get
back to you after getting the
details.

Any thoughts on restruc-
turing the department?
Definitely. The department
has received much less impor-
tance than it deserved during
the last tenure. Can you be-
lieve it, when the entire world
has been giving so much im-
portance to the environment,
my department does not even
have a dedicated secretary? I
am surprised and saddened
and have said so to the chief
minister.

There may be some re-
structuring in different agen-
cies under the department as
well.

Jayanta Basu

THE TELEGRAPH CALCUTTA TUESDAY 24 MAY 2011

METRO
24

XXCE

Metro smart tokens from next month
Metro Railways provided a live
demonstration of the new
smart token gates on Monday.
The turnstiles being used now
allow a maximum of 35 people
to pass through in a minute.
The new gates, to be introduced
by the first week of June, will
allow double the number to
pass through per minute and
hence reduce queues, according
to the authorities.

Both sets of gates will be
used for a month before Metro
stops issuing magnetic tickets.
“We have to keep the old gates
operational for some time to
allow passengers the chance to
be accustomed with the new
ones. We will train passengers
to use the new gates,” said chief
traffic manager Niraj Kumar.

Metro answers questions
on the new gates.

Have the smart token gates
been installed at the sta-
tions?
The gates have been installed

at all the stations except Dum
Dum, where shortage of space
and “huge passenger traffic”
has delayed the process.

Is the first week of June a
realistic deadline for the
introduction of the new
system?
With most of the gates in-
stalled and tokens and token-
vending machines ready, the
deadline can be met, accord-
ing to the Metro authorities.

Will the new system be in-
troduced at all the stations
simultaneously?
Yes. However, the number of
gates will vary from station to
station. While Dum Dum will
have 33 gates (the maximum
number), Netaji Bhavan and
Gitanjali will have only six
gates each.

How will the tokens look?
The tokens are round, black
plastic discs about 3cm in di-

ameter.

How will the tokens work?
The tokens will have to be

brought near the sensor for
the flaps of the gate to open.
While exiting a station, a com-
muter will have to drop the

token into a slot for the flaps
to open.

Can a commuter buy multi-

ple tokens and keep them
for future use?
The tokens are for a single
journey and will not work the

next day. Like a magnetic tick-
et, each token is valid for a
journey to a specific zone and
will not work if the commuter
travels further.

What if a commuter loses
the token?
He or she will have to pay a
fine of Rs 250.

Can a commuter buy multi-
ple ride tokens?
No. For multiple rides, pas-
sengers will have to buy smart
cards, which are scheduled to
be introduced by Metro by the
last week of June.

Does a commuter need to
pay more for the tokens?
No, the ticket rate will remain
the same.

What will commuters do
with their existing smart
cards?
The existing smart cards will
be phased out once the new

smart cards are introduced.
The authorities, however, did
not disclose if the balance in
an old card can be transferred
to a new one.

Will the number of gates be
increased under the new
system?
Yes. There are 212 turnstiles
now. The number of new gates
will be 280, said a Metro
official.

Are the tokens reusable?
Yes, each of them can be used
around 10,000 times.

What if more than one per-
son tries to squeeze
through a gate by using a
single token?
A minimum distance of 60cm
is a must between two com-
muters. If two commuters try
to squeeze through a gate
using one token, an alarm will
go off and the flap will close.

Tamaghna Banerjee

(Clockwise from left) The new Metro gates, a demo of how to enter the platform by bringing the token near the sensor
and a demo of how to exit the station by putting the token into a slot. Pictures byAmit Datta

Green task cut out for government
JAYANTABASU

Red made way for green in the
state last week. But will green
remain merely the signature
colour of the ruling Trinamul
Congress? In consultation
with environmentalists,
Metro sets for the new govern-
ment an agenda for the real
greening of Bengal.

Strengthen green
administration

The various state agencies
that are meant to promote en-
vironmental causes mostly
function on paper and do not
have the basic infrastructure.
Very little has been done in
Bengal to boost green gover-
nance. The pollution control
board, the main regulatory
agency, has been kept on a
leash by vested interests.

The new government has
to ensure that the green bodies
function properly so that
schemes can be implemented
through them. Links between
the state pollution board and
the civic bodies are vital to
make Bengal green.

Control vehicular
pollution

The 2008 high court directive
banning 15-year-old commer-
cial vehicles and two-stroke
autorickshaws in the Calcutta
Metropolitan Area has not
been implemented outside the
Calcutta police area. Hence,
air pollution has increased on
the city fringes. The govern-
ment should implement the
court directive without delay.

Dispose solid waste
properly

Solid waste management is
the biggest environmental
problem facing the city admin-
istrators. The last government
spent money on the problem
but could not fix it.

A waste management proj-
ect funded by the centre was
started in New Barrackpore
and North Dum Dum but did

not yield results as the Trina-
mul-run municipalities were
allegedly not interested.

Those who have come to
power need to draw up short
and long-term plans to tackle
the 24x7 problem.

Follow noise norms
Almost all politicians admit in
private that people want steps
against noise pollution, such
as the court ban on the use of
microphones during exams.
The government should con-
tinue with such socially-ac-
ceptable restrictions.

Protect water bodies
Rivers are drying up and being
polluted, groundwater is being
depleted and water bodies are
being filled up in the state for
years with the administration

remaining a spectator. Water
scarcity will hit Bengal hard
unless the new government
formulates a comprehensive
water policy soon and imple-
ments it.

Counter climate change
Calcutta has been identified
by global agencies as vulnera-
ble to climate change. A World
Bank report has pinpointed
the threat factors but the local
rulers, unlike those of many
other states, are yet to come up
with a preventive strategy.

The Trinamul government
must minimise the city’s vul-
nerability by taking help from
the Centre.

Embrace alternative
energy

If German cities can do it with

far less sunshine, why can’t
Calcutta and its fringes? With
coal reserves depleting and
conventional energy becom-
ing costlier, development is
impossible without using
more and more alternative en-
ergy, especially solar energy.
The technology and central
funds are available. Wanted:
administrative initiative.

Plant trees
The chief minister loves trees
and planting them was a part
of her party’s manifesto. A
large-scale targeted green
drive will be a boon for Calcut-
ta’s environment. The state
government and civic body
should chalk out a joint strate-
gy and start work in time to
take advantage of the coming
monsoon.

Protect the wetlands
The East Calcutta Wetlands
Authority that the Left Front
government had created spent
more time legalising en-
croachments than stopping
them, according to environ-
mentalists. A state wetlands
conservation policy will not
only save the city from ruin
but provide spin-off benefits
like free filtration of waste
water, recharging of ground-
water and improvement of
local drainage.

Eliminate green corruption
The new government must not
only prevent the corrupt from
taking liberties with the envi-
ronment but also should dig
up some green scams to send a
message to those guilty of vio-
lation.

The government must protect the wetlands, plant trees and phase out polluting vehicles for the city’s well-being

‘Big responsibility, but
my job’s not difficult’

Sudarshan Ghosh
Dastidar

Left leaders at
top cop door

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Eight members of the Left
Front’s Calcutta district com-
mittee met police commission-
er R.K. Pachnanda at Lalbazar
on Monday afternoon and
sought action against Trina-
mul Congress activists who
were allegedly attacking their
supporters.

The team, which included
Manab Mukherjee, Dilip Sen
and Rajdeo Goala, submitted a
letter to Pachnanda, in which
they alleged that the victims of
“Trinamul atrocities” were
lodging complaints with po-
lice stations but no action was
being taken.

According to the Left lead-
ers, at least eight complaints
had been lodged with Belegha-
ta, Entally, Tollygunge,
Shyampukur and Cossipore
police stations over the past
week. The complaints relate to
ransacking of party offices
and party workers’ homes,
threat and intimidation.

Told about chief minister
Mamata Banerjee’s comment
that no CPM supporter had
been attacked in the city,
Mukherjee cited the example
of “Mohammad Firoz, from
Tiljala”.

“He was seriously injured
when Trinamul supporters at-
tacked him with a dagger. He
is admitted to Calcutta Nation-
al Medical College and Hospi-
tal. If the chief minister
wants, she can go there and
meet him to find out the facts,”
said Mukherjee.

In the letter, the leaders al-
leged that most of the victims
of torture were poor. “Trina-
mul formed unions in au-

torickshaw stands immediate-
ly after the election results
were declared and its leaders
are not allowing the drivers
from the Citu-affiliated unions
to ply their autos,” they wrote.

“They have shut down a
number of party offices in the
city. Besides, they closed the
offices of mass organisations
that used to work for poor peo-
ple’s welfare,” the leaders
claimed.

Amal Khatua, the head
teacher of a school in Belegha-
ta, was allegedly beaten up two
days after the results were de-
clared. “A complaint was
lodged with the police, but the
attackers are allegedly roam-
ing scot-free,” the letter read.

A senior officer at Lalbazar
said the police stations with
which the complaints had
been lodged were instructed to
initiate action against the ac-
cused, irrespective of their po-
litical affiliation.

“Our men have been asked
to track down those whose
names were mentioned in the
FIR,” said the officer.

Manab Mukherjee after
meeting the police

commissioner.
(Sayantan Ghosh)

Cong union
leader held

OUR SPECIALCORRESPONDENT

The leader of a porters’ union backed by the Congress was
arrested in Burrabazar’s Posta on Sunday night on the
charge of stealing Rs 5 lakh from a trader.

“Ramji Mishra has been arrested following a complaint
by Asit Chatterjee, whose money was stolen. We are also
looking for Mishra’s son Dinesh,” said joint commissioner of
police, headquarters, Jawed Shamim.

Police said Chatterjee had gone to the office of Calcutta
Posta Shramik Sangathan on Strand Bank Road in Posta on
Friday with a bag containing around Rs 7.5 lakh to settle a
labour problem he had been facing in his business. “He paid
Rs 2.5 lakh to Mishra apparently to resolve the dispute and
kept the bag on the table,” said an officer of North Port po-
lice station.

Chatterjee said in his complaint that he was talking to Di-
nesh and Kameshwar Singh, another leader of the union,
after the payment. “I saw Dinesh leeve the office and seconds
later realised that my bag was missing. I raised a hue and cry.
Mishra told me that he would ensure that I got back my
money within two days,” the trader mentioned in the FIR.

Chatterjee alleged that Mishra later washed his hands of
the matter. “There were three persons — Mishra, Dinesh and
Singh — in the office when the bag containing the money dis-
appeared. After a preliminary probe, we suspect the trio had
a link with the theft,” said an officer of North Port police
station.

Police sources said Mishra was a secretary of the Posta
unit of the porters’ union, affiliated to the Congress-backed
Intuc. When asked about the incident, Pradip Bhattacharya,
the president of the Intuc state unit, said: “I haven’t heard
about the arrest but if there is a complaint, the law will take
its course.”

ThecopssaidthatPostatradershadhurledchargesof ex-
tortionagainstMishra.“ThereareallegationsthatMishra
usedtoextortmoneyfromtraders, threateningthatporters
wouldnotworkforthemif theydidnotpayup,”saidanofficer.

Commando
spirit wins

“He said I could write the
exam if I didn’t sit continuous-
ly for three hours,” the teenag-
er said.

Principal Anindita Chat-
terjee got him assigned to
Kendriya Vidyalaya I, where
the exam hall was on the
ground floor.

Painkillers were Soham’s
sole support in the exam hall
except on the day of the Eng-
lish paper, when he forgot to
have his pills.“After an hour of
writing, I could not sit. I got
up, walked a while and then re-
sumed.”

He scored 95 in English.
A career in the defence

forces may now look distant
for Soham, but don’t count
him out yet. “If I can get
through this, I can get through
anything,” smiled the brave-
heart from Baguiati.
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Council
axe on

doc duo
OUR SPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

The Medical Council of India
(MCI) on Monday asked the
West Bengal Medical Council
to suspend the registration of
two doctors for three months
for their alleged lapses in
treating NRI doctor Kunal
Saha’s wife Anuradha, who
died in 1998.

“The recommendation to
cancel the registration of
physician Sukumar Mukher-
jee and dermatologist Baid-
yanath Halder is binding on
the state council,” an MCI offi-
cial told Metro over the phone
from Delhi.

Apart from the two, Saha
had also lodged a case against
a third doctor, Abani Roy
Chowdhury, who died during
the hearing.

“The ethical committee has
noted that the treating doctors,
i.e. Sukumar Mukherjee and
Baidyanath Halder, had acted
in good faith. But they did not
follow the standard protocol.
We are also not oblivious of the
fact that the treating doctors
are senior citizens, aged more
than 70 years.... The ends of
justice would be met if their
names are removed for a peri-
od of three months from the
register of the state medical
council concerned,” Saha read
out from the recommendation.

State council registrar Dilip
Ghosh said: “Once the recom-
mendation comes, it will be
placed before the commission.”

Mukherjee said he would
plead with the MCI against the
cancellation of the registra-
tion. Halder’s family said he
would not speak on the issue.

Anuradha was admitted to
AMRI Hospitals, Dhakuria, in
May 1998 with toxic epidermal
necrolysis, a severe form of
drug allergy. She was shifted
to Breach Candy Hospital,
Mumbai, where she died.

Saha had alleged that his
wife had been given a wrong
drug in Calcutta that led to her
death.

“The recommendation re-
veals the sordid state of health-
care in Bengal. At the same
time, I must say it’s a lenient
order and I want more severe
punishment,” Saha said over
the phone from the US.


