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Flag
fury at
Twitter
picture

ARCHIS MOHAN

New Delhi, May 23: Foreign secretary Niru-
pama Rao has changed her Twitter profile pic-
ture after a lawyer claimed the positioning of
the national flag in the photo insulted the Tri-
colour and threatened to sue her.

The lawyer — whose identity has not been
disclosed but is said to be from Rajasthan —
made the complaint in a letter to the external
affairs ministry, which he said would face legal
action along with the secretary.

The photo showed Rao standing with the
flag to her left. The lawyer cited the Flag Code of
India, 2002, which states that “when the flag is
displayed on a speaker’s platform, it should be
flown on the speaker’s right”.

Legal experts concluded that while the flag
was indeed to Rao’s left, it did not amount to an

insult. The photo was taken not when Rao was
addressing an audience but walking out after a
meeting with her Pakistani counterpart
Salman Bashir in Delhi last February.

An “intentional” insult to the Tricolour can
be punished with three years in jail or fine, or
both.

Rao, however, was advised to change the pic-
ture to ensure the lawyer did not get his “15 sec-
onds of fame” even if the court would have
quashed his plea, sources said. Her new photo
shows only her mug shot with a bookshelf in
the background.

Over two months ago, Rao had to change her
Twitter handle from “ForSecNRao” to “For-
eignSecNRao” after a follower commented that
the former read “forsaken Rao”. Rao, due to re-
tire this July, is extremely popular on the site,
with 17,000 followers.

MCI indicts Saha case docs
OUR SPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 23: India’s
apex medical council has in-
dicted two doctors in Calcutta
for negligence and breaching
standard medical protocols in
treating a woman who later
died. The decision overturns
their exoneration by the Ben-
gal medical council.

The ethics committee of
the Medical Council of India
has said that while the two
treating doctors, Sukumar
Mukherjee and B.N. Halder,
had acted in good faith, they
were negligent and did not fol-
low standard protocol in treat-
ing the patient.

The woman, Anuradha
Saha, died in May 1998 at age
36 following complications
after treatment initiated when

she had developed fever and
skin rash in Calcutta about a
month earlier.

Her husband, Kunal Saha,
a US-based physician, said
today the MCI’s verdict expos-
es “the rotten state of affairs”
in the medical council that
had examined the case and ex-
onerated both doctors in 2002.

The MCI’s ethics commit-
tee has recommended that
Mukherjee and Halder, who
are both in their 70s now,
should be disallowed from
practising medicine for three
months by the state council.

Mukherjee had prescribed
an overdose of a long-acting
steroid to Anuradha, high for
a patient with her skin condi-
tion and exceeding the maxi-
mum recommended usage by
the drug manufacturer, the
MCI’s ethics committee said.

“The prescription of a
long-acting steroid without
foreseeing its implications is
certainly an act of negligence
on his part without any care or
caution.”

It said Halder, who took ov-
er Anuradha’s treatment after
Mukherjee, did not take any
remedial measures against
the excessive amounts of long-
acting steroid, but “added
more fuel to the fire” by pres-
cribing a quick-acting steroid.

The committee said Anu-
radha’s vital signs such as
temperature, pulse and blood
pressure were not monitored.
“The failure of Dr Halder to
ensure that these factors are
monitored regularly is cer-
tainly an act of negligence.”

Anuradha’s condition had
deteriorated and she was shift-
ed to a hospital in Mumbai

where she died a little over a
month after she had developed
the rash. Her death prompted
Kunal to wage India’s longest-
running campaign against
medical negligence.

“It is now undisputed that
a young life was lost as a result
of medical negligence,” Kunal
said in a statement that term-
ed the MCI decision “his-
toric”.

“This will send a strong
signal of hope for countless
other victims of medical neg-
ligence across India.”

Saha said he plans to ap-
proach the Bengal govern-
ment to ask for a change in the
state medical council. “This
council should be disbanded
and a new council should be
set up through free and fair
elections where all doctors get
a fair chance.”

Yechury signals chance
for change at the top

J.P.YADAV

New Delhi, May 23: Sitaram
Yechury has not ruled out a
leadership change in the CPM
after a post-mortem of the
election debacle, the first such
indication from a politburo
member that also reflects the
discontent brewing in the
party after being voted out of
power in Bengal.

“First thing the central
committee will do is to begin
process of introspection of
what went wrong… As a cons-
equence of that exercise what
happens is a different thing…
nobody can say now. This exer-
cise is underway and let us see
where it reaches,” Yechury
told Karan Thapar on CNBC-
TV18, asked whether intro-
spection would take place
under the same leadership.

After this, asked whether a
change of leadership can be
brought about at the party co-
ngress scheduled to be held at
the end of this year or early
next year, Yechury said: “Yes,
but all these will depend on ce-
ntral committee delibera-
tions.”

Yechury’s comments as-
sume significance against the
backdrop of general secretary
Prakash Karat’s comments
earlier that limits could be set
on the terms of party officials.

Before the election results
that reduced the CPM to a one-
government party in the coun-
try were declared, Karat had
referred to retirement in what
then sounded like a joke.

The Left has been turfed
out in Kerala as well as Ben-
gal. But the loss of the eastern
state after 34 years, and that
too in such a humiliating man-
ner, had prompted chief min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee to express his wish to step
down from the politburo as
well as the central committee.

Yechury’s comments come
at a time a section has been
trying to persuade Bhat-
tacharjee to stay on and shield
the central leadership from
any blame by citing “collective
responsibility”.

A meeting of the politburo
on May 16 had briefly re-
viewed the poll outcome and
decided to have a detailed one
at the central committee in
Hyderabad from June 10-12.

The outcome of the poll post-
mortem will then be taken up
at the party congress. The elec-
tion or re-election of the gen-
eral secretary is decided by
the party congress, held every
three years.

Sources said the issue of
fixing responsibility for the
defeat would be on the agenda
of the central committee.

Asked if someone should
take responsibility for the de-
feat, Yechury said: “It is a
question of owning up respon-
sibility for what went wrong
and we are in the midst of that
exercise…. Owning of respon-
sibility has to be collectively
done by the leadership.”

Yechury, known for his
proximity to the Bengal unit,
cited two key reasons for the
defeat: the index of Opposi-
tion unity and wrong handling
of Singur land acquisition.
The Bengal unit, too, believes
that the coming together of
Trinamul and the Congress

because of withdrawal of sup-
port from UPA-1 was a big rea-
son for the Left’s downturn.

“The index of Opposition
unity was very weak in 2006
and very strong in 2011,” Yec-
hury said. “The Left received
just 2 lakh votes less than what
it got in 2006. In 2006, we got 235
seats and now just 61 seats,” he
added, drawing attention to
Opposition unity.

Yechury admitted that the
withdrawal of support from
UPA-1 over the US nuclear
deal led to the alliance be-
tween Trinamul and the Con-
gress but felt the Left had “no
choice”. “There was no option
for us but to withdraw sup-
port. But that created this Op-
position unity,” he said.

Karat had argued to the
contrary in recent interviews,
stressing that the pullout did
not lead to Opposition unity.
“In every panchayat and mu-
nicipal polls they were togeth-
er…. We have overcome that
because we could get 50 per
cent of the votes,” he had said.

The two views mirror the
fault lines within the party
and it could lead to a clash dur-
ing the post-mortem.

Yechury also criticised the
Bengal government and the
party on Singur, saying it was
done without proper “home-
work”.
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