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Law makers are prone to
corruption

Iam a 12th class student and just can't
suppress my anger against the increasing

rate of corruption in our country. At the
same time the level of regard, support and
respect for Anna Hazare has reached its
peak in my heart. Mahatma Gandhi led In-
dia to Independence from the clutches of the
British in 1947. Now it's the 73-year-old Haz-
are who is leading a revolutionary move-
ment to free India from the grip of corrup-
tion. Anna has brought Gandhi back to life
through his principle of non-violent protest.
He is the Mahatma of the 21st century and
we the people of India are his foot soldiers.
The Lokpal Bill will help us to tame the cor-
rupt. Corruption in India is endemic and is
being done because of the nexus of money,
position and power. Both the bribe receiver
and giver have to be punished for distorting
the system, more so when it is for greed and
national plunder. The Lokpal Bill will en-
sure victory in the 'second war of independ-
ence'. Hazare has not eaten for four days
and we are eating 3 good meals a day! The
UPA government should have done on its
own what Anna Hazare is doing now. The
heavens won't fall and they will be the gain-
ers ultimately. In fact, let our PM offer a
glass of fruit juice to Hazare. Also, let the
IPL not dilute Anna's crusade. People
should not think of cricket, instead they
must give power to this movement and ban-
ish corruption from our country. I personal-
ly would like to thank Dr. Kiran Bedi, my
mentor and one of the founding members of
the India Against Corruption movement
who has invoked a great sense of patriotism
within me by standing tall with Anna and
his mission. 
—Siddharth Iyer, Ahmedabad

II
Anna Hazare's campaign will go down as
one of the biggest people's movements after
independence. Anna Hazare has struck the
right chord by asking for a strong Lok Pal
bill which will have the power to go after the
corrupt without being discriminatory. Anna
is right when he says that the committee
must consist of people like him who can
draft the bill without any bias. His demand
for exclusion of politicians like Sharad
Pawar from the GOM is right because peo-
ple like him are the poster boys of corrup-
tion in this government. But the real victory
will come when he is stripped of his ministe-
rial post and other executive posts which he
holds. Hazare's movement has been non-po-
litical so far and we hope it stays that way.
We also hope that this movement does not
wither away. If one looks at the reasons for
the massive corruption in politics it is much

to do with us. We as voters do not exercise
the right to vote. Our voting percentage re-
mains close to 50% which is very low com-
pared to other countries. That is the reason
why we see many of these parties winning
elections in spite of the candidate having a
criminal background. So, apart from hav-
ing a strong Lok Pal, we must also be re-
sponsible and vote for the right candidate
instead of voting on party lines. This will
strengthen our democracy. 
—Krishna Kumar, Ahmedabad

III
American Jeremy Bentham, a committed de-
mocrat, had said that 'exposure to corrup-
tion is the very essence of the representative
system.' As law makers and governments
are products of the representative system,
such systems remain prone to corruption.
Laws, howsoever potent they may appear, re-
main on paper if authorities constituted to
apply them are incapable or, may be, them-
selves corrupt, as is the case in India. Judg-
ment by the Supreme Court in the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha case came as a shot in
the arm of lawmakers for it held that law-
makers cannot be punished for their corrup-
tion in relation to proceedings in Parlia-
ment. Some jurists had strongly argued that
the law laid down by the Supreme Court
was faulty and should be reviewed.  Howev-
er, fortunately for the corruption prone law
makers, the then Vajpayee government filed
the review petition late and it was dismissed
on that ground.  The most shameful and
dramatic demonstration of indulgence in
corrupt practices  took place in Parliament
when some BJP MPs brought into the
House wads of high denomination  curren-
cy notes  and emptied them during debate
from a bag,  alleging that the cash was paid
to them as bribe to influence them in the no-
confidence  vote against UPA government!  
As per legal procedure, they should have in-
formed the police or anti-corruption agency
about the offer so that the alleged bribe
givers could be caught. But, having accept-
ed the money seemingly willingly, according
to law and notwithstanding the drama
played out on the floor of the House, they
admitted to the offence of accepting bribe.
Years after the shameful episode people are
still in the dark about where the crores came
from and why the security system of Parlia-
ment failed to halt the MPs carrying huge
amount of cash at the gates of Parliament.
Anna Hazare wants the Lok Pal Bill of his
and his close supporters' choice to be
adopted as law. Their demand is patently
unconstitutional. 

—Man Mohan Singh, Ahmedabad

PEOPLE SPEAK

Amdavadis join India’s GREAT FIGHT

DNA Correspondent

The city on Friday witnessed numerous activities by
Amdavadis in support of Anna Hazare's agitation
against corruption. While some citizens took out a
candle march, others followed in Hazare's footsteps
by fasting. A group of people from different back-
grounds gathered outside Town Hall, Ellisbridge
and all the members sat to fast, turn by turn. "To-
day, some 14 people are on a one-day fast as against
yesterday, when only 6 were fasting. The support by
the people is increasing bit by bit and the concern
shown is overwhelming," said Vinod Pandya, a so-
cial worker.

Apart from the fasting, there was a march by the
protestors and a human chain was also formed. The
chakka jam (blocking the roads) in the evening
turned out to be a surprise from the protestors. "The
citizens are still sleeping and insensitive towards cor-
ruption. We want to waken them up. So through this
chakka jam, we want to shake and inspire them to
raise their voices," said Vishwas Bhamburkar, an-
other social worker at the gathering. 

Social worker Janak Dave said that his rela-
tives in Australia will also protest, at their place on
Saturday, by getting together around 50-100 Gu-
jarati people. Human rights activist and Jesuit
priest of the city, Father Cedric Prakash went to
Delhi to express his support to Anna Hazare. "I
had specially gone there on April 5 to show my sup-
port and appreciation of his efforts. In this coun-
try, the institution itself is corrupt. From actions of
traffic cops, policemen, to the Public Distribution
System and the fact that liquor is freely available

in Gujarat, all make it amply clear how corrupt our
country and state has become," Father Prakash
said. His organization, 'Prashant', conducted a can-
dle march on Thursday at Mithakali.

Similarly, fasting and dharna also took place at
Khokhra circle where more than 80 people protest-
ed, shouting slogans and showing banners on anti-
corruption. "On Saturday, we will be
asking every citizen to contribute to-
wards this movement and provide
his/her signature in support of Anna
Hazare. The signatures will be sent to
the Rashtrapati Bhavan," said Arshad Patel, a
member present at the dharna at Khokhra.

Apart from the dharnas and hunger strikes,

the city also witnessed a huge peace rally in
the evening, where more than 1000 Amdavadis
took part. The rally began at Vastrapur Lake
and was organised by the youth wing of Art of
Living, Ahmedabad.

Supporting the campaign for a corruption free
India, a candle light march will take place in the

city, led by Mallika Sarabhai on
Saturday at 9 pm, which will start
at the income tax office, Ashram
Road. The city extended massive
support to Team India by coming

out on the roads during the World Cup. They
are now coming out on the roads to call for a
corruption-free nation.

DNA brings you a complete picture of how the city rallied behind Anna

Priya Adhyaru-Majithia

Indians in the US are not only organising
a day-long fast during the weekend at var-
ious cities in the US in support of the social
activist Anna Hazare's ongoing fast
against corruption in the country, but have
also appreciated his efforts to fight the deep-
rooted malaise.

While fighting corruption in India, these
groups had launched movements like Jantar
Mantar-a movement against corruption, and
had also started an indefinite hunger strike
in February 2009 against corruption in the ju-
diciary in India. 

The team responsible for organising Dan-
di March II in the US last month has also come
out in support of Hazare. 

Krishnakant Vakharia, president, Vish-
wa Gujarati Samaj, umbrella association
of about 180 Non-Resident Gu-
jarati associations worldwide,
has come out in support of
Hazare's fast. 

"Indians across the globe support Hazare's
fast against corruption, which is one of the
major concerns for non-resident Indians.
About 100 associations have appreciated and
backed Hazare's movement."

This initiative has sparked strong reac-
tions from across the globe, and sends a
message across the world that the corrup-
tion level in India would go significantly
down in coming years, say sources from as-
sociations abroad.

Dr Kunal Saha, president, People for Bet-
ter Treatment (PBT), a group fighting the

medical corruption in India, said, "We appre-
ciate and support the efforts of Anna Hazare
against the pervasive corruption in India.
PBT, which began the Jantar Mantar move-
ment primarily to fight corruption in health-
care and judiciary, has joined hands with Haz-
are and his supporters in this movement
against corruption."

Saha added that majority of the NRIs are
anxious that despite making significant
progress in overall economy and technology,
India is one of the most corrupt nations in
the world.  A vast number of ordinary citizens
of India still live in impoverished conditions
with little money and lack of appropriate
healthcare and education.

"This pitiful picture of India will never
change without eradication of corruption
in almost every aspect of social services.
The movement by Hazare is undoubtedly

in the right direction and it
must maintain the momen-
tum if we want to eradicate
the deep-rooted corruption

in India," he added.
In a similar step, People for a Better India

and others from Los Angeles had organised
Dandi March II in US, inspired by the historic
march led by Mahatma Gandhi, from March
12 to March 26 this year. The initiative ended
with supporting events in 14 US cities. "We
salute Hazare for his sacrifice at this stage of
his life and support this battle against cor-
ruption. If corrupt leaders in countries like
Egypt and Tunisia can be brought to justice,
we must do it for India," said Saha.

Indians abroad express
solidarity with Hazare

DNA Correspondent

Corruption is worse than
prostitution. The latter
might endanger the morals
of an individual, the former
invariably endangers the
morals of the entire country
— Noted writer & journal-
ist Karl Kraus.

In a country like ours,
where prostitution is by and
large illegal, corruption
seems to have been accept-
ed as part and parcel of our
lives. In fact, India ranks
high among the most cor-
rupt countries. Individual
rankings for states are not
available, but it would be
safe to say that Gujarat
would rank among the
more corrupt states.

The CM claims to be in-
corruptible, but there can be
no denying the fact that cor-
ruption is widespread in the
state government, perhaps
even more than in previous
years. 

"Government depart-
ments are neck-deep in cor-
ruption - the only difference
being the depths to which
corruption has seeped. The
government has become like
a cash counter - you pay the

money and get the job done -
it is as simple as that," said
an insider, adding that this
is why the Gujarat state gov-
ernment is considered to be
more efficient than the oth-
ers.

As many readers may
have experienced, files
gather dust in all govern-
ment departments, unless

they have been accompa-
nied with a bribe. One has
to pay money even for basic
documents, such as a ra-
tion card.

While there are no excep-
tions, insiders say that rev-
enue, food & civil supplies,
home and urban develop-
ment are some of the more
corrupt departments. In re-
cent years, the revenue de-
partment has drawn a lot of
flak concerning land deals,
particularly in allotting
prime land to industrial ven-
tures at throwaway prices.
The government says that
the land allocations are done

to encourage industries and
to generate jobs, but other
reasons for revenue depart-
ment's generosity are not dif-
ficult 
to understand.

Corruption is also believed
to be rampant in the food &
civil supplies department,
which is responsible for dis-
tribution of foodgrains and

fuel under the Public Distri-
bution System (PDS). The
worst part is that this cor-
ruption directly affects a
large number of the poor.
Large quantities of food
items and kerosene, which
are meant for the poor, are di-
verted and sold in black, gen-
erating illicit income of sev-
eral crores every month. All
this happens right under the
department's nose, but no ef-
forts are made to break this
chain.

With booming urbanisa-
tion, the urban development
department is in demand
like never before. The de-

partment oversees function-
ing of municipal corpora-
tions, municipalities, urban
development authorities,
among others, and is re-
sponsible for all develop-
ment in urban areas. With
the assembly recently pass-
ing the bill to regularise
unauthorised construc-
tions, people connected with
the department are set to get
richer by regularising
lakhs of illegal construc-
tions.

The home department
too is touted to be one of the
more crooked departments.
While there is no illegal ac-
tivity that does not benefit
the police, collections from
bootleggers and gambling
dens bring the greatest fi-
nancial gains. Protection
money from criminals is
also another major source
of 'income'.

However, this does not
mean that there is no cor-
ruption in energy, health, in-
dustries, forest, transport,
environment, road & build-
ing, education, panchayat,
and other departments. As
mentioned earlier, the only
difference is the level of cor-
ruption.

Corruption has every govt dept in
Gujarat in a vice-like grip 

A NEW
SATYAGRAHA

OVERSEAS
SUPPORT

Revenue, civil supplies, urban
development and home among the

more corrupt departments
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Ahmedabad, April 9, 2011 City

"I have
known
Annaji since
1996. I
concur, in
letter and
spirit, with

Annaji's views and thus
support his movement. If
India is desirous of
uprooting corruption
completely, we need a
Lokpal Bill." 

Odhavji Raghvaji Patel,
Industrialist, Morbi

We support
Anna
Hazare's
movement
against
corruption.
Builders
must come

forward and expose people
involved in corruption. 

Raman Patel, builder

Gujarat CM’s
move to
support
Anna Hazare
in his
demand for a
Jan Lokpal

bill, reeks of hypocrisy. For
the last seven years, the
state government has not
appointed even a single
Lokpal.” 

Arjun Modhwadia,
Gujarat Congress president

Odhvji Raghvaji Patel, 86, founder of Ajanta Group and
Orpat Industries is going to take lead in a rally in Mor-
bi on Saturday in support of Anna Hazare's anti cor-
ruption movement. Local bizmen, industrialists and gen-
eral public are expected to participate.

If anybody
wants to get
something
done he is
forced into
giving bribes.
The situation

is such that we now accept
this as fact. If you are honest
and refuse to give bribes,
your project will either be
delayed or face
complications. 

Vijay Shah, realtor

Such a
movement
against
corruption is
required to
bring
transparency.

Regulations which  compel
one to obtain licenses at
present, should be
scrapped. All anti-
corruption acts should be
re-scrutinised.” 

NK Patel, CMD of Sun Builders

VOICES IN SUPPORT OF ANNA

DNA Correspondent

Inspired by Anna Hazare and following in his
footsteps is Bharat Jhala, an RTI activist and a
resident of the city. Jhala too began a hunger
strike on Thursday and staged a dharna oppo-
site Ellisbridge police station. Interestingly, his
actions were much appreciated by the citizens
and passersby praised and supported him in his
endeavour with slogans of 'We are with you'.

"It feels so good to receive support from cit-
izens. How come in this country we have laws
for everything, but no proper laws to deal with
corruption. The number of scams coming up
one after another is shocking," said Jhala, who
started his strike on Thursday at 11 am. Six
more persons joined Jhala by the afternoon.
Vociferous sloganeering by the Amdavadis un-
mistakably reflected the support for Jhala by
locals. Sharing his plan of action, Jhala said
that he would be taking this movement to oth-
er cities as well.

Meanwhile, to express their solidarity
with activist Anna Hazare's movement
against corruption, a group of
Amdavadis plan to run from Keshav
Baug to Akhbarnagar and back on
Saturday. The run will start at 6:30am.

> More on p-8  

RTI activist fasts in
support of Hazare


