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The jingoism attached to crick-
et is well-known in our country.
The upcoming Indo-Pak match
on Wednesday at Mohali is evok-
ing fervour of all sorts.

While one misses the presence
of Paul the octopus there's a
strong possibility that as-
trologers and sadhus will be
lending their might for an Indi-
an victory with their predictions
and prayers. 

Professors are rescheduling
classes and many
shop owners have de-
cided to close their
business for the day.
DNA finds out what
more is in store among cricket
enthusiasts.  

Tricolour haircuts and hav-
ing the world cup carved on
their heads is in fashion among
the youth. Dinesh Sen, a city-
based hair stylist says, "People
are ready to spend close to
Rs1,000 to get their hair
coloured to match the tricolour,
some even colour their eye-
brows. People are just pouring
in for cricket-related touches."    

Vinod Makwana, an engi-
neer says, "On the D-day, if
arrangements are made at my
office to watch the match, I'll
cheer for India with my col-
leagues. Otherwise I'll take half-
day leave and go home and en-
joy the match with my wife and
kids over a scrumptious meal." 

"I have declared half-day
leave for all my employees on
Wednesday so that they can en-
joy the match with their friends
and family. So will I without any
tension," says Rakesh Khese, di-
rector, Shukun Property Pvt.
Ltd.  

Jignesh Raval, owner of
Sarthak Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd.
has gone a step further and de-
clared the full day off for his em-
ployees. If India win he will de-
clare another holiday for the fi-
nals. "It's going to be a festive
day on Wednesday at home. I
have already invited 50 guests to

watch the match, with plenty of
food and fun." Parul Mehta, co-
founder Motif India plans to set
up a projector in their office so
that nobody misses out on such
a crucial match. 

Shops are doing brisk busi-
ness selling the team's tees and
other world cup merchandise.
Says Kunjan Shah, manager
of one shop, "During the
Motera match average sales
for a day just for T-shirts and
caps touched Rs5 lakh. There
are people who buy 10 to 12 T-
shirts to distribute among
friends and family to wear

while cheering the nation. It's
crazy to see people spending a
huge sum just for the world
cup."

As for multiplexes, many are
showing matches on the big
screen. Rakesh Patel of Wide
Angle says, "We are showing
the match on four screens. Due
to corporate booking there are
no tickets available even for a
single screen. There's a huge de-
mand for tickets as everybody
wants to experience watching
such a huge match on a large
screen."

Pitch fever hits city before Mohali match
Offices declare half-day to let employees enjoy match; shops selling T-shirts, caps make hay 

Priya Adhyaru-Majithia

In a major development, the Supreme
Court issued a notice against Ketan Desai
and Gujarat University (GU) on Monday
in response to a complaint filed by US-
based group People for Better Treatment
(PBT). PBT moved the SC in February af-
ter its PIL challenging elec-
tion of former president of
Medical Council of India
(MCI) Ketan Desai to the GU
senate was rejected by the Gu-
jarat high court last Decem-
ber.

The SC division bench of
Justices G S Singhvi and A K
Ganguly admitted PBT's ap-
peal on Monday challenging
the high court's dismissal of
the PIL and issued notices to
Dr Ketan Desai and GU asking
why Dr Desai's election "un-
opposed" to the GU senate
should not be cancelled.  

The court notice mentions
that while still president of the MCI, Dr De-
sai was arrested on April 23, 2010 by the CBI
for taking bribes from a private medical col-
lege and thought he is at present free on bail
he is still facing a criminal trial. The notice
also asks for an explanation that as the
MCI cancelled Dr Desai's medical regis-
tration on October 9, 2010, how he could be

elected to the GU Senate to a post which is
reserved for registered medical doctors.  

Ironically, the Gujarat HC had dismissed
PBT's PIL on the ground that since the PBT
president is a non-resident Indian (NRI), he
may not have any "public interest" for peo-
ple living in India. It had   even imposed a
penalty of Rs10,000 against PBT for bring-

ing a seemingly frivolous PIL
against Dr Desai. "The SC no-
tice sends a strong signal to all
corrupt medicos and support-
ers of Dr Desai," said Dr Ku-
nal Saha, president of PBT.

PBT's advocate in New Del-
hi T V George explained that
according to the SC notice
both the parties, Desai and
GU, would have to justify their
actions. "After that, SC would
probe the matter of appoint-
ment of Desai in GU senate
further," said George.    

Dr Saha said Desai is fac-
ing criminal trial for corrup-
tion and disproportionate as-

sets. "At present, he is out on bail and is
trying to be back at the helm of Indian
healthcare. Both PBT and MCI had
warned GU against taking Desai into the
senate, but GU authorities went ahead with
the appointment,” he said. 

SC issues notice to Ketan
Desai, Gujarat UniversityDNA Correspondent

A complaint and counter com-
plaint regarding a family dis-
pute were registered at Vastra-
pur police station on Monday.
In one complaint, a woman al-
leged that her in-laws and a
few others tried to rob her of
gold jewellery worth Rs8 lakh,
while in the counter complaint,
her sister-in-law accused the
first complainant of snatching
her gold chain worth Rs45,000.

Hema Bhojwani, 30, a resi-
dent of Chitrakut Bungalows,
Satellite, stated in her com-
plaint that her mother-in-law
Tara Bhojwani, her brother-in-
law Rajesh, Rajesh's wife
Deepa and four others tried to
take away her jewellery worth
Rs8 lakh and also tried to
snatch her mobile phone.
"They tried to make me sign on
ownership transfer documents
of a house and a shop that my
deceased husband owned,"
Hema said. 

The incident took place at
9:30 pm on Saturday at her
house, where the Bhojwanis
live as a joint family. However,
in her counter complaint,
Deepa Bhojwani, also a resi-
dent of the same house as
Hema, alleged that after the

death of Hema's husband Har-
ish in October last year, Hema
was living at her father's house
in Jivabhai Towers, Bodakdev
. "She has been staying with her
father Kanu Ahuja
there. On Saturday,
she came to our Chi-
trakut house and
picked up a quarrel with our
mother-in-law Tara. When I
tried to intervene, she snatched
my gold chain and ran away,"
Deepa said. 

Harish Bhojani was Ra-
jesh's elder brother and had
died of a cardiac arrest on Oc-
tober 19, 2010, Deepa's com-
plaint further read. Deepa
has also named Kanu as an
accused. 

Vastrapur police have regis-
tered a case of attempt to loot
on the basis of Hema's com-
plaint where as a case of loot
has been registered following
Deepa's complaint.

Sisters-in-law complain against each other
Hema Bhojwani
accused in-laws of
attempting to rob her
jewellery; her sister-
in-law says she
snatched gold chain

IG ASHISH BHATIA FELICITATED 

> Inspector general, Ahmedabad Range, Ashish Bhatia
was felicitated by a group of citizens including
Rambhaiji Bharwad, sarpanch of Makarba village.
Bhatia was recently awarded Vishisht Seva Medal by the
President in New Delhi. Various personalities from
Ahmedabad rural were present on the occasion of the
seminar. They applauded Bhatia for his services to the
police department and the society at large.

DNA Correspondent 

A baby girl was found
abandoned and dead 
on the footpath of
Chanakyapuri overbridge
in Ghatlodia on Monday
morning. Police suspect
that this may be a case of
murder as injury marks

were found on the
body of the in-
fant. 

Ghatlodia po-
lice said that they received
a call at 10:20am on Mon-
day informing them that a
baby girl was lying aban-
doned on Chanakyapuri
overbridge. Soon, police

reached the spot and found
the girl dead. 

On closer inspection, cops
found injury marks on the
baby's hands, legs and
head. Police said that the
girl was four months old. 

Police suspect that the
person who abandoned the
baby also tried to throw her
down on the railway track
below the bridge but could
not succeed somehow. They
suspect this may be a case of
murder. 

Ghatlodia police have
registered a case of
accidental death and 
are further investigating
the matter. 

Infant girl found dead 

DNA Correspondent

A retired college principal has lodged a po-
lice complaint saying some unidentified
persons called him on Sunday and asked
him not to criticise teachers in his maga-
zine articles or face dire consequences.
Complainant Mahendra Vekaria, 67, a res-
ident of Nebula Towers, Satellite stated in
his complaint, filed at Vastrapur police sta-
tion, that he received eight threat calls from
as many persons on Sunday. "They asked
me not to write anything critical of lectur-
ers or they will break my bones," Vekaria,
who is giving honourary services at
Swaminarayan College, Shah Alam, said. 

The retired principal had written an ar-
ticle in Gujarati magazine Adhyapak
Mandal Ni Ami Drushti in January this
year in which he had reportedly criticised
lecturers' professional attitude, teaching
style and teaching skills in his piece. The
threat calls is a result of that article, the
complaint further said. Vastrapur police
are investigating the matter further. 

AMC-ICAI camp for
professional tax
AMC and Ahmedabad branch of
institute of chartered accountants of
India (ICAI) have joined hands for
collection of professional tax.
They have jointly organised a 
camp, for registration and 
collection of professional tax from
March 29-31, 2011, at ICAI Bhavan at
Sardar Patel Colony.

DNA Correspondent

The Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation's town planning
and estate management com-
mittee gave the green signal to
the draft town planning (TP)
scheme number 85 of Vatva with
minor changes. 

The haphazard construc-
tion work in the area has led
to common plots of residential
societies being considered as
open spaces.

The area has been witnessing
massive construction activities
for the past many years. As a re-
sult of this, officials could not
deduct 40% land to create infra-
structure facilities in the area. As
per the rule, there has to be some
open plots which can be devel-
oped as neighbourhood centres,
gardens, and markets. 

Now, due to lack of open
space, common plots of the resi-
dential societies are being con-
sidered as open plots. 

"The officials have shown
small plots as gardens, which
we have decided to keep as open
space," said Devchand Patel,
chairman of AMC's town plan-
ning and estate management
committee. 

The committee overruled the
AMC officials' decision to divide
the plot number 16 into two
parts. The plot admeasuring
6,347 sqm was declared reserved
for setting up school and play-
ground. The officials of AMC's

town planning department pro-
posed to divide the plot into two
parts, so that the civic body
could generate revenue by sell-
ing off one portion for residen-
tial use. 

However, the committee stuck
to the decision of town plan-
ning officer (TPO) to keep the
plot undivided, so that it could
be used in a better way, added
Patel. 

The committee passed the pro-
posal by majority vote as the
Congress members opposed the
move. They feel the new road
lines will render many people
homeless. The Congress termed
BJP's decision as arbitrary . The
Congress demanded that instead
of proposed new roads, the ex-
isting roads should be widened. 

To comply with the rules, AMC shows
society’s common plot as open space Ritesh Shah

Ellisbridge police on Monday
nabbed a trickster for allegedly
cheating people by selling fake forms
for government loans. The alleged
cheat used to charge Rs250 per form
and had been running his 'business'
for last four months.

The alleged fraudster Hemang Ma-
hedaria, a resident of Tapobhoomi
Society, Narol was nabbed from
Fatehpura area of Paldi on Sunday
evening after residents of the area
doubted his claim about loans and in-
formed Ellisbridge police. 

"Hemang told the locals that he
was selling forms of state govern-
ment's special loan for handicraft
workers of urban Gujarat. He
charged Rs250 per form and assured
them of Rs50,000 loan, of which
Rs25,000 would be subsidy," police
said. 

After receiving the call, police
reached the place in Fatehpura in no
time and questioned Hemang, who

told the cops that he was a vernacu-
lar journalist. 

To verify Hemang's identity, police
contacted the editor of the newspa-
per he had claimed he was working
with. The editor, however, said He-
mang was a journalist and told the
police that he used to work in the
newspaper office merely as an office
assistant and had left that job four
months back. 

On further interrogation, police
came to know that Hemang and his
wife Pravina Mahedaria had start-
ed this activity four months ago.

On the basis of a complaint by one
Renuka Sonwane, a Fatehpur resi-
dent, police arrested Hemang and reg-
istered a case of cheating against
him. Ellisbridge police are also in-
quiring into possible role of He-
mang's wife in the illegal activity. 

Trickster selling fake loan forms nabbed 

This was done as
there is lack of open
space due to massive
construction work

The alleged fraudster Hemang
Mahedaria (face covered) is a
resident of Tapobhoomi Society
in Paldi. —Pankaj Shukla.DNA

Hemang Mahedaria used
to charge Rs250 per form
and assure people of
state govt loans
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how he was
elected to
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Retired principal
gets threat calls 
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Schoolchildren display placards urging
peace between arch-rivals India and
Pakistan even as the subcontinent waits
with bated breath for the much awaited
clash. A fan has a ‘World Cup’ haircut
while others take to the streets dressed
in colourful garb in support of their
favourite teams on Monday.

—Kalpit Bhachech & Dhaval Bharwad.DNA

CITY GEARS UP FOR SEMI-FINAL

Go shopping 
Worried about your wife's lack of
interest in the game while you're a
complete cricket buff? You feel your
wife won't let you watch the epic
match on Wednesday as the timing
clashes with her favourite serial? The
best alternative is to take her for
shopping. The popular malls and
shopping complexes have made
arrangements to telecast the game
live. 'Game for you and Dress for her'
is the motto of Westside for
Wednesday. A 42" LED screen has
been put in place and the shoppers
can also win a LED TV by simply
bidding for it. Himalaya mall will
telecast the match so that avid
shoppers do not miss out the same.  

Giant screens to rescue 
Are you one of those who feel that the
real fun in watching a cricket match is
from the stadium? Well, you can
recreate the magic to an extent as the
multiplexes of the city will be
broadcasting the matches on big
screens. Watch the games with your
friends and other hundred fans as
Dhoni and Co aim to keep their clean
record over Pakistan in World Cups.
Wide Angle has planned to telecast
the matches on all their four major
screens. "The matches will be telecast
on four screens and they have been
priced at Rs400, 500 and 600 for
gold, silver and platinum classes
respectively," informs spokesperson
of Wide Angle.   

Projector rates shoot up 
The much awaited India-Pakistan semi-final match on March
30 has taken the excitement of cricket frenzy to another level.
The fans have already made their plans with many planning
for 'special' screening through projectors either at home, in
society's common plot or at farmhouses. But, it is going to be
a costly affair as the projector cost for a day has shot up
almost 3 folds. And interestingly, those who have booked their
projectors are lucky as there are no projectors available now
even at premium. "The projectors are being rented on
premium since the last two days. Whereas the normal rent
ranges from Rs2,000 to Rs3,000, the rate has increased to
Rs6,000 to Rs10,000 for March 30. I have 12 projectors and
all are booked with inquiries flowing in from all directions,"
said Darshil Shah, partner, Sai Infosys. Echoing Shah's
experience, Pravin Bhati, proprietor, Sai Multimedia said, "The
demand for projectors is overflowing but I am already booked
completely. Fans are ready to pay even Rs10,000 but we do
not have any to give for rent on Wednesday."  

Half-day or match at office 
Cricket fans are not limited to households and
businessmen. Equally cricket crazy are corporates. As
the match is on Wednesday, a working day, employees
are either applying for leave or arranging for special
screening in offices.

Employees have either applied for a full day or half-day
leave just to watch the India-Pak match. "If there are
arrangements in my office to watch the match, I'll cheer
with my colleagues or take half-day leave and enjoy at
home," said an engineer, Vinod Makwana.

Corporates like Motif India, Azure have made
arrangements for special screening of match on a big
screen at their offices so that employees do not miss out
on the match while working.

And, there are even companies like Shukun Property
Private Limited, Sarthak Infrastructure Private Ltd who
have declared an off on March 30.

Hotels also gear up 
The luxury hotels of Ahmedabad have
also made it a point to make special
arrangements for Wednesday. From
installing projectors to dressing up
their staff in India colours, the hotel
staff has geared up for the big day.
"Our food items will revolve around
the Indian tri-colour and we have
tweaked some of our dishes to show
our support for team India. You will
have Paneer Tikka and Pasta in tri-
colour whereas cakes will be in shape
of the World Cup," informs
spokesperson for Ramada. Leading
hotels like Courtyard by Marriott,
Fortune Landmark, Inder Residency
and Country Inn have set up
projectors for better viewing.   

CITY SPINOFF TO THE INDO-PAK MATCH 


