
suspend Joshua. The unthinkable
crime, allegedly committed by Joshua,
has undermined the dignity of the med-
ical profession. But then, “innocent
until proven guilty” may not be the best
policy under all circumstances. In fact,
prima facie evidence of a truly heinous
crime could lead to the suspension of a
doctor’s medical registration under Sec-
tion 8.5 of the Medical Council of India’s

According to new report,
NASA astronaut Mark Kelly is
set to announce today plans
to return to space later this
year on the final Endeavour
mission. Kelly’s return to
space has been in question
since his wife, Rep. Gabrielle
Gifford, was shot in the head
last month, during an assassi-
nation attempt at a public
appearance in Tuscon. Kelly’s

decision will be announced
today during a press confer-
ence. Politico has confirmed
that he will, in fact,
announce his return, accord-
ing to “a source familiar with
the decision.” Kelly is a vet-
eran of space travel. The
two-week Endeavour mission
set for April 19th, will be his
fourth.

— gearlog.com

AMAZON HAS DROUGHT
Billions of trees died in the
record drought that struck
the Amazon in 2010, raising
fears that the vast forest is on
the verge of a tipping point,
where it will stop absorbing
greenhouse gas emissions and
instead increase them. The
dense forests of the Amazon

soak up more than one-quar-
ter of the world’s atmospheric
carbon, making it a critically
important buffer against
global warming. The revela-
tion of mass tree deaths in the
Amazon is a major blow to
efforts to reduce the destruc-
tion of the world’s forests.

— guardian.co.uk

MOST GENES ANIMAL 
Weird but true, the animal
with the most genes—about
31,000—is the water flea, a
near-microscopic freshwater
crustacean. By comparison,
humans have about 23,000
genes. Scientists have studied
the water flea for centuries
because of its importance in

aquatic food webs and for its
responses to environmental
stress. The water flea, or
Daphnia pulex, is the first crus-
tacean to have its genome
sequenced. An international
network of researchers
report their findings in the
journal Science.

— holykaw.alltop.com
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Days Max Min Hum. Outlook City Max Min Outlook
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Chennai

Thiruvananthapuram

Saturday (February 5)

Sunrise: 7.08
Sunset: 18.04

26° 12° 45%

Bangkok 34° 24°

Dubai 21° 18°

Hong Kong 22° 17°

London 12° 9°

Los Angeles 21° 9°

Moscow 1° -4°

New York 3° -1°

Paris 12° 6°

Singapore 29° 23°

Tokyo 11° 3°

Sunday (February 6)

Sunrise: 7.07
Sunset: 18.05

26° 13° 45%

Monday (February 7)

Sunrise: 7.06
Sunset: 18.06

25° 11° 55%

Tuesday (February 8)

Sunrise: 7.06
Sunset: 18.06

23° 9° 60%

Wednesday (February 9)

Sunrise: 7.05
Sunset: 18.07

22° 9° 60%
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QUESTION

Telecom minister Kapil Sibal
blames the NDA for the 2G

mess. Do you agree? 

Send us your vote by typing MTP
<space> Y or MTP <space> N and

send it to 52424.

YOU MAY ALSO DISCUSS THE
QUESTION OF THE DAY ON

www.mailtoday.in

�Who really bothers
about the murdered boys?
DILIP Simeon’s Edit Page article, ‘What
about the murdered kids?’ (February 4),
shows the callous attitude of the Indian
judiciary in totally ignoring the two
innocent sons of Graham Staines who
were also murdered in cold blood along
with their father. 

The missionary gave his life for our
country; he was working for the uplift-
ment of the poor while the communal
elements labeled him as a person who
forces religious conversions.

These fellow Indians fight for the
Masjid-Mandir issue, thus involving
hundreds of innocent people who later
get killed. All this while, the people who
instigated the violence go scot-free.
This only reflects the value that the
Indian system places on previous
human lives. It is also reflected in the
judgment delivered in the Graham
Staines murder case.

Such judgments create a precedent for
people to murder and go scot-free. As it
is our country is being ambushed by
increasing corruption and injustice to
the common man. We don’t such judg-
ments to increase that burden.

Jasmine Anandabai
via email

�Protect patients from
sexual assault by docs
IT IS amazing to find doctors from
AIIMS’ neurosurgery department
protesting against the suspension of
their colleague Shijai Joshua, who was
indicted in an internal investigation for
alleged sexual assault on an eight-year
old child recovering from surgery.

The medicos were upset about the
“quick” action by the health ministry to

Code of Ethics and Regulations
(“Codes”). 

It is difficult to imagine a medical
crime more monstrous than an innocent
child being molested by his doctor while
recovering.

Mere suspension from his medical
duty at AIIMS is hardly any punishment
for an odious crime like child molesta-
tion. Without the cancellation of his
medical license, this alleged child pred-
ator may simply move to a different
place to practice and pose a danger to
other children and their families.

There is a good reason for medical
councils across the globe to make strin-
gent rules for the protection of vulnera-
ble patients. A doctor is liable to lose
his license for “improper conduct with a
patient” under Section 7.4 of the MCI
“Code of Ethics and Regulations”. 

In most developed countries, a doc-
tor’s license would have been sus-
pended suo motu by the medical coun-
cil with prima facie evidence. 

Kunal Saha
via email

YESTERDAY’S 
QUESTION

YESTERDAY’S 
RESPONSE

Mail Today SMS poll

YES NO

WRITE TO THE
EDITOR

You can now email your opinion to letters@mailtoday.in or post it on www.mailtoday.in. You could also 
SMS us your opinion by typing MTO <space> your full name <space> your opinion and sending it to 52424.

TWEETABLES

Do you expect Parliament’s
budget session to affected

by the JPC demand?

56% 44%

135
The number of launches that will be
made by the American space shuttle
by the end of 2011. It will retire after
that.

Source: Associated Press

$450 million
The cost of one space shuttle
launch that NASA organises. Build-
ing one, however, could cost up to
$1.7 billion.

Source: NASA

Did you know?
A typical payload capacity of
a NASA space shuttle is
about 22,700 kilograms
(50,000 lb), but can be raised
depending on the choice of
launch configuration.

Source: NASANews
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Met family of deceased fisherman Jeyku-
mar in Pushpavnam. He is survived by his
widow who is only 24yrs old two infant
daughters and mother.

— SUSHMA SWARAJ,
BJP Leader

Old Town Baramulla continues
to be the only place where a few
boys pelt stones on Friday
afternoons. Any sugges-
tions how we should
handle?

— OMAR ABDULLAH
J&K CM

Two girls are brutally murdered in Kash-
mir. Basic human instinct is to mourn. Out
here it seems to be-keeping a score card
of condemnations.

— SAJAD LONE
J&K Leader

A section of MPLB says Muslim
girls shouldn’t use mobile phone
The CM of Karnataka
says black magic is used
against him. Happy 21st
century.

— JAVED AKHTAR
Lyricist

Mubarak is going mad. Journalists are
attacked and arrested, insulted and
injured. Why doesn’t he listen to Obama?
Or he is listening to him.

— TASLIMA NASREEN
Writer

Thanks for all of the sweet birthday
tweets and amazing videos I received
today! Big kiss -Shak.

— SHAKIRA
Singer


