
Mural created by MGIS and Lycee students using graffiti has message of inclusion

Kinjal Desai

Fifteen students from the presti-
gious Lycee International St
Germain en Laye School in Paris
along with 25 students of Mahat-
ma Gandhi International School
(MGIS) in Ahmedabad created a
mural on the MGIS's wall.

The mural made using graffi-
ti art had messages of inclusion.

"These European students
have come down as part of an ex-
change programme, and with the
help of art, we are trying to
bridge the gap between the
thought and culture among the
students. This art piece was cre-
ated under the guidance of artist
Pravin Mishra," said founder of
MGIS, Anju Musafir

Musafir said this is also a way
of beautifying walls of the city,
which tend to get filthy with
passing time and wrong use by

the people.
"While brainstorming, stu-

dents were asked to explain their
own inner feelings, through art.
Keeping Gandhiji's ideology - 'Be
the Change you want to See' as a
central theme, students decided
on various topics to be painted on
the wall. Graffiti is all about re-

moving your fear of scale and
getting to know what teamwork
is," explained Mishra 

Besides Lycee, MGIS has ex-
change programs with L'ecole
Aujourd'hui school in Paris, one
school from New York, USA, one
from Kenya in Africa and one
school from Adelaide, Australia.

Art brings ‘West’ to ‘East’ at MGIS 

DNA Correspondent

Naroda police, on Thursday, ar-
rested three people for leaking
an examination paper, two years
ago, from a printing press in
Naroda GIDC. However, the
complainant in the case and
chief executive officer of the
company alleged that police
have 'sensationalized the issue'
to gain publicity and defame his
company.

CEO, Conficate printing
press, Vineet Aggarwal told
DNA that as soon as he got to
know that some people were try-
ing to or had already stolen
some printed materials from his
company, he filed a complaint
but requested that the sensitiv-
ity of the issue be taken into
consideration.

"My company publishes sev-
eral sensitive and secret docu-
ments for the government of
India and I don't want to take
any chance. Hence, I filed the
complaint," Aggarwal said.
The complaint was filed on
Thursday.

The police arrested Ja-

gatsinh Rana, Rajendrasinh
and Rajkumar Chauhan in con-
nection with the complaint.
The investigating officer, JJ
Chavda said that all the three
had confessed to stealing pa-
pers from the printing press
some two years ago.

However, Chavda failed to
clarify as to what papers were
leaked and the place where they
were sold. "We have arrested all
the three and are investigating
the case," he said.

Three arrested for
leaking exam papers

Priya Adhyaru-Majithia

US-based group People for
Better Treatment (PBT) has
moved the Supreme Court af-
ter its PIL challenging elec-
tion of former president of
Medical Council of India
(MCI) Ketan Desai to Gujarat
University senate was reject-
ed by Gujarat High Court.

PBT has also organized an
online petition to fight cor-
ruption and for promotion of
better healthcare in India.

"The high court, last De-
cember, had rejected the PIL
on the grounds that the pres-
ident of PBT is a non-resident
Indian (NRI), and hence he
may not have any 'public in-
terest' for people living in In-
dia," informed Dr. Kunal
Saha, president of PBT.

"We have challenged this
view of the Gujarat high
court in the Supreme Court.
We have also sought an inter-
im relief in the special leave
petition for setting aside the
shocking penalty of Rs10,000
that the Gujarat HC imposed
against PBT," he added.

Dr. Saha said Desai is
facing criminal trial for
corruption and dispropor-

tionate assets.
"At present, he is out on

bail and is trying to be back at
the helm of Indian healthcare
once again. Both PBT and
MCI warned the concerned
authorities against taking
Desai into the Gujarat Uni-
versity Senate," he said.

Saha said that as part of
the PBT's ongoing battle to
eradicate healthcare corrup-
tion in India, the group has
organized a massive demon-
stration seeking intervention
by the President of India and
Chief Justice of India (CJI).

"As a part of this protest,
PBT has also organized an on-
line petition, on its website,
addressed to the President
and CJI," he said.

PBT moves SC against Desai,
also starts online petition
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Despite complaints by the officials
and office-bearers of the Ahmed-
abad Municipal Transport Ser-
vice (AMTS) about inferior quali-
ty of buses, Ahmedabad Munici-
pal Corporation (AMC) has decid-
ed to purchase buses from Tata

Motors. What's more, the bus mak-
er did not make changes in the
buses as demanded by the civic au-
thorities but the AMC has still de-
cided to agree to their terms and
conditions! 

If you thought that the civic
body was showing extraordinary

generosity wait to know that the
Standing Committee on Thursday
cleared a proposal meant to in-
crease the price of the buses -  by
a whopping Rs 3.5 lakh per bus! 

Tata Motors has supplied a to-
tal of 94 buses which are at pres-
ent plying on various city roads.
Moreover, 51 buses supplied by
Tata Motors are gathering dust in
a godown in the city because they
had not made the appropriate
changes that the AMC wanted.

It should be noted that the com-
pany had earlier asked for a price
hike of Rs1.12 lakh per bus which
the AMC had agreed to.

The civic body has now again
agreed to a further Rs2.38 lakh
hike in price per bus.

Tata Motors had also failed to

present the prototype of BRTS bus
in time.

The chairman of AMC's stand-
ing committee Bhupendra Patel
claimed that the civic body
"…could not find any other com-

pany and they were not in a posi-
tion to wait for some more time".

He said the company will pro-
vide 165 Marcopolo buses with bet-
ter body. "The company has agreed
to maintain the body of the buses
for four years," said Patel.

Moreover, the standing com-
mittee has also agreed to purchase
275 buses for feeder fleet and BRTS
fleet both AC and non-AC from
Ashok Leyland even though the
company has failed to deliver bus-
es on time.

The company was supposed
to provide buses by April 2010,
but has not supplied a single
bus till now.

Patel claimed that both the com-
panies will supply buses by April
30, 2011.

AMC to accept Tata Motors’ buses despite complaints about quality
The Standing Committee on Thursday also cleared a proposal to increase the price of the buses by a whopping Rs 3.5 lakh per bus!

Roxy Gagdekar

The Supreme Court has asked
the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) and the
state government to come out
with an action plan as well as
a scheme for the rehabilitation
of all slum dwellers of Ahmed-
abad. The apex court passed
the order recently on a petition
filed by one Mukesh Dabgar
and other residents of a slum
in Maninagar.

The authorities have to
abide by the SC ruling within
eight weeks from January 31.
The ruling is significant as it
might affect all slum dwellers
in the city. Dabgar, who felt ag-
grieved at a Gujarat High
Court ruling, had filed a spe-
cial leave peti-
tion (SLP) in the
Supreme Court.
The high court
had disposed of Dabgar's peti-
tion seeking a stay on AMC's
demolition plan.

In its order, the SC bench
said: "The state government
and the municipal corpora-

tion should prepare an ac-
tion plan and a scheme for

the rehabilita-
tion of all slum
dwellers who
are living in the

slums in Ahmedabad."
The bench has directed the

counsels of the state govern-
ment and AMC to come out
with proper plan of rehabili-
tation of all slum dwellers ir-

respective of cut-ff date speci-
fied in the policies framed in
1976 and 1995. A survey of the
slums in the country was con-
ducted in 1976 and another pro-
posed in 1995.

"The AMC already has a pol-
icy to allot houses to slum
dwellers registered in 1976.
This means people born after
1976 or those who lost their reg-
istration numbers are not en-

titled for any rehabilitation
help," Dabgar told DNA.

His counsel Megha Jani
said, "According to govern-
ment notifications, the gov-
ernment will give benefit of
rehabilitation to those people
who are registered in survey
done by the AMC in 1976.
However, the survey of 1995
was proposed but no one
knows what happened to it." 

She further said, "Now the
question is how the descen-
dants of those registered peo-
ple and others who were not
able to get benefit of the gov-
ernment notifications, will get
alternative residential prem-
ises."

The AMC had conducted a
survey of slum dwellers of the
city in 1976 and issued them
yellow cards for their identity.
According to government sta-
tus, only the registered slum
dwellers can get benefit of re-
habilitation scheme.

A series of petitions had
been filed over the issue be-
fore Gujarat High Court in
the past.

SC to AMC: Prepare action
plan for slum dwellers 
Civic body will have to come up with rehabilitation schemes for all those living in city slums
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One person was killed while
another was seriously injured
when a speeding Eicher truck
hit an Activa scooter and a mo-
torbike near Sardar Patel Ring
Road on Thursday afternoon.
The injured was rushed to a
nearby private hospital. How-
ever, the truck driver managed
to escape with his vehicle.

The victim was identified as
Nischal Darji (40), a resident of
Shivalay Bungalows in Bopal.
He was working as a manager
in a pharmaceutical company
and was riding his Activa
when the truck knocked him
down. Darji was on his way to
SG Highway when he met with
the accident.

"The truck driver lost con-
trol of the truck and rammed
into the Activa, killing Darji
on the spot," a police source
said.

The injured has been iden-
tified as Vivekanand Sinha, a
resident of Vibhusa Bunga-
lows in Bopal. He was rushed
to Sterling Hospital. Sinha is
working as a physical trainer

at a club in SG Highway. He
was taken to the hospital by108
ambulance service.

The mishap occurred at
around 1:30 pm. The police are
on the look out for the Eicher
truck and the driver.

Sarkhej police have regis-
tered a case of accident and
are investigating the matter.

Truck hits two scooterists
on SP Ring Rd, kills one
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On Wednesday, Gujarat Uni-
versity vice-chancellor Pari-
mal Trivedi held a day-long
meeting with principals of 160
Arts colleges affiliated with
the university and discussed
and finalised the draft of the
Choice Based Credit System
(CBCS) to be introduced in the
undergraduate Arts discipline
from June 2011. According to
the final draft, there will be
nine subjects in each semester
of the course. They will be di-
vided under subjects like core
subjects, vocational, elective,
foundation and soft skills.
Apart from the core subjects,
the draft also stresses on teach-
ing practical subjects to the
students.

From the next academic
year, almost one lakh students
of the discipline will be ex-
posed to a whole different way
of learning and teaching
methodology under the CBCS
course. The draft also propos-
es to teach English and San-
skrit irrespective of the core
subject, i.e. BA with Gujarati.
Students can choose subjects
of other disciplines under the
foundation course. Thus, an
Arts student can now learn ba-
sic mathematics or accounting
as a subject.

CBCS in Arts
finalised

Dalsukh Rajpara, talati
of Sanand, Ahmed-

abad who was arrested by
the ACB for accepting a
bribe of Rs5000 from one
Shakhra Patel was granted
bail by the court.

According to the com-
plaint, Patel wanted to

add the names of he legal
heirs in the property
records of his late mother.
But Rajpara demanded
Rs10,000 to ge the work
done. Patel then filed a po-
lice complaint. On basis of
the complaint, ACB laid a
trap and arrested Rajpara.
He was then produced be-
fore the court where he
was first sent to judicial
custody. Following this he
filed a bail application
which was granted.

Sanand talati
granted bail
in bribe case
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After a long wait of 10 years, tax
payers will be able to get 100% in-
terest rebate on property tax un-
der the old formula.

For, the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) has declared
100% interest rebate on proper-
ty tax under the old formula and
50% interest rebate on property
tax due under new formula, pro-
vided the tax payers pay the en-
tire amount by March 25, 2011.

Moreover, the civic body has
also extended the benefit to
closed textile mills of the city.

AMC is yet to recover Rs513
crore towards property tax under
the old formula. Of this amount,
Rs180 crore is the principal
amount, while Rs333 crore is the
interest. The civic body charges
18% interest per annum on prop-
erty tax that is due.

AMC has also declared 100%
interest rebate on property tax

for closed textile mills apart
from the other benefits already
in place. Altogether 17 closed
textile mills will benefit from
this offer, if they pay the entire
amount due by way of property
tax at once. The textile mills owe
Rs82 crore towards property tax,
of which Rs45 crore is the in-
terest amount.

In the current financial year,
the revenue department has re-
covered around Rs357 crore to-
wards property tax so far. It also
sealed more than 18,000 proper-
ties in all six zones of the city for
recovery of the tax.

100% interest rebate on property tax due

COURT
INTERVENTION
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Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation's health fly-
ing squad on Thursday
raided some shops in
Madhupura market and
seized several consign-
ments of adulterated
spice powders. The seized
stock included chilli pow-
der and other hot spices
(garam masala) sold in
the market. The squad
took samples and sent
them for laboratory tests.
AMC suspects that the
many non-permitted ma-
terials are mixed with the
masala powder. The civic
authorities also destroyed
3,130 kg of adulterated
masala powder. This
stock was seized during a
similar raid on different
traders of Ramdev estate
in Narol on February 15.

Health dept
raids spice
sellers 

UNDUE
LARGESSE?

But the rebate will be
applicable to property
tax under the old
formula only

Office boy escapes
with Rs2.56 lakh

> The owner of
Balaji Tours and
Travels in
Naranpura has
filed a

complaint of theft
accusing one Vinit, an
office boy, of stealing
Rs2.56 lakh from the
office. Vinit, however, is
absconding and police are
investigating the matter.    

Driver lost control of
Eicher, crushing
Activa rider to death
and seriously injuring
the other biker
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A series of petitions had been filed in the Gujarat high court
in the past over the issue of slum rehabilitation.

Pankaj Shukla. D
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DNA sincerely re-
grets an error in the
story titled 'Man
dupes J&K Bank of
Rs 40lakhs', pub-
lished on this page in
the edition dated
February 24, 2011,
Wednesday. Due to
lack of clarity in the
information made
available to us, it was
erroneously reported
that the branch man-
ager of the bank was
Kuldeep Sharma and
he had granted the
loan to Jaiprakash
Vibhakar. Sharma
has clarified that the
loan was actually
sanctioned when
Dhaneshwar Kharial
was the manager.
Sharma was posted
as branch manager
of Mansi tower
branch of J&K bank
on August 18, 2009
while the fraud was
conducted much ear-
lier in February 2009.
We regret inconven-
ience caused due to
this report.

Correction

The Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) on Thursday continued the sealing
drive on CG Road and sealed three commercial complexes near Swastik crossroads.
Officials shut down almost 84 shops, godowns and offices located in the parking and
cellar area in BK Complex, Surya Complex and Bhagvati complex. The drive is
expected to continue in the coming days. —Pics: Panklaj Shukla.DNA


