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The Medical Council of India
(MCI) which barred Ketan De-
sai last October from practis-
ing medicine in the country is
facing objection for retaining
the tainted medico as a life-
long member of the commit-
tee that decides country’s
most prestigious award, the
BC Roy Awards Society.

People for Better Treatment
(PBT), a US-based human
rights group had written to
the MCI on Friday seeking im-
mediate halt in selection of
doctors for the highly presti-
gious award for 2011, until
they remove Desai from the
position of life member. The
MCI has recently announced
nomination and selection of

doctors for the award and has
extended entry date till Feb-
ruary 15. The Dr BC Roy
Award was instituted in 1976
in memory of Bharat Ratna
Dr BC Roy, and is annually
presented by the President of
India in New Delhi on July 1,
on National Doctor’s Day. The
awards were given in the past
to prominent physicians in
recognition of their notewor-

thy contribution for advance-
ment of healthcare in India.

The PBT has filed an objec-
tion for continuation of Desai
and his supporters as life
members of the Award Soci-
ety under the law. “Desai and
his cronies managed to obtain
undue favours and support
from influential members of
the medical community by
giving the awards to unde-
serving candidates when they
ran the MCI,” alleged Dr Ku-
nal Saha, president of PBT.
The sudden decision by the

present MCI to look for candi-
dates for the award while De-
sai still controls the award
committee is unacceptable, he
further stated.

The award selection society
is composed of only 21 mem-
bers including the MCI presi-
dent, vice-president, secretary,
some ex-officio MCI members
and 7 life members.

This includes six of De-
sai's supporters namely, Dr
VP Mishra, Dr N Vora, Dr
MK Sharma, Dr PC Kesa-
vankutty Nayar, Dr B Dubey
and Dr SK Sinha. Interest-
ingly, the seven 'life mem-
bers' must also be part of the
'BC Roy Award Management
Committee' according to the
Award Society Rules.

Desai's medical registration
was summarily cancelled by
the MCI on October 9, 2010 in
response to a complaint filed
by PBT.

MCI flayed for having
Desai on award panel
Tainted doctor is on the panel that chooses the recipients of prestigious Dr BC Roy award
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There is good news for medium and
small traders who suffered huge loss-
es during the communal riots of 2002.
At least 19,373 such traders, including
298 in South Gujarat region, will soon
get compensation from the Rs85.75
crore released for the purpose by the
Union government a few months back.

Sources in the Surat district ad-
ministration said a survey to verify the
affected traders will begin shortly. The
maximum compensation payable has
been fixed at Rs1 lakh.

The state revenue department has
asked all district administrations to
submit a list of affected traders, after
conducting a proper survey and veri-
fication of compensation claims. A
copy of the government resolution in
this regard has been received at the
Surat district collectorate too.

"Out of the 298 traders affected dur-
ing the riots in South Gujarat, 281 are
from Surat district, 15 from Navsari
district and two from Valsad district,"
an official at the Surat district's rev-
enue department said on the condition
of anonymity.

"In all, Rs1.66 crore would be paid as
compensation to these traders. A sur-

vey to verify the traders will start
shortly," the official said.

He further said that the Central gov-
ernment had paid Rs10,000 as com-
pensation to each affected trader soon
after the 2002 riots.

"But the traders felt the amount
paid was too little," the official said.
"To get more aid, they filed an appli-
cation in the Gujarat high court. The
petition is yet to be disposed of but
the Union government decided to pay
further compensation with the max-
imum amount payable to one trader
being Rs1 lakh." 

The central government has asked
the Gujarat government to do the nec-
essary work required to ensure that the
compensation money actually reached
the victims. The revenue department
of the state government has been en-
trusted the task of paying the com-
pensation amount to all the 19,373
traders, the official explained.

298 Gujarat traders to
get fresh riot relief 

Devika Chaturvedi

Secretary of Tourism and In-
dustries for Gujarat govern-
ment Vipul Mittra has worked
as an IAS officer for both cen-
tral and state govern-
ment and was also
chosen for the lead
role in Subhash
Ghai’s film ‘Hero’ - a
role he declined on
the silver screen
while accepting an-
other that was offered
to him to be among
the country’s elite
babudom. Mittra is now don-
ning the mantle of an author,
another passion of his besides
acting, when he has come out
with his book focusing on the
bureaucratic life, Pyramid of

Virgin Dreams. The book was
launched by Geet Sethi at a
city bookstore on Sunday, an
event which saw city's who's
who coming down to congrat-
ulate the author.

Talking about the
book, Mittra said,
“The book is a funny
satire on the life of a
fictional character
named Kartikeya
Kukreja, the protago-
nist of the book. The
story revolves around
a middle class boy, his
growing up years and

his perceptions of bureaucra-
cy and society. The story is told
with lot of bluntness and
tongue-in-cheek humour.”

He added, “It’s about the
day-to-day experience and in-

cidents which I found humor-
ous. For instance, I have talked
about the 60’s and 70’s, when
officers’ children were the
privileged ones who got better
classrooms or even the num-
ber of servants provided to
the officers by the govern-
ment. I feel the scene has not
changed much even today,
which is really funny. ”

Talking about his own un-
fulfilled dream, Mittra says, "I
started writing this book 10
years ago. Today, my  dream
has become a reality. I was al-
ways inclined towards acting
and writing. I was selected for
IAS at the same time when I
was chosen to play the role of
Jackie Shroff in the film
‘Hero’, and I opted for elite
services,” he smiles.

Vipul Mittra’s first novel explores
lighter side of  babudom  

FIGHT AGAINST
CORRUPTION

The award is
presented annually
by the President of
India in New Delhi on
July 1, on National
Doctor’s Day to
deserving doctors 

19,373 traders across 
the state will get
compensation from
Rs85.75 cr released 
by Centre

Chaitra Devarhubli

The third annual cultural festival of
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),
Gandhinagar concluded on an action-
packed Sunday, where the festival’s fi-
nale mood in the evening was sent to
tizzying heights by a German rock-
band. More than 5,000 students from
all over Gujarat participated in the
festival. With the theme of ‘Cinema
through Ages’, the two-day festival
had a number of competitions and
performances.

“This is the first time that an in-
ternational rock band is performing
at IIT Gandhinagar,” said Shashank
Pandey, one of the organising mem-
bers of the festival. German rock
band, ‘Fire on Dawson’, enthralled
the audience with their head bang-
ing music is the first European band
to perform in Gujarat, Pandey said.

Talking about the event, another
student member Harsh Paliwal said,
"Apart from the rock band, we also

had a rock band from Kerala - 'Moth-
er Jane'- which performed on the
campus. Also, this time we had a spe-
cial performance by the popular
stand up comedian and poet Dr 
Kumar Rishwas."

We wanted to portray the transition
of cinema from the last 50 years to the
present times through the theme 'Cin-
ema through Ages', said Pandey,
adding, "We had a special screening of
some non-commercial documentaries.
Also, a competition titled 'The Butler
Did It' involved solving crime cases

through the films that were screened." 
More than 1,200 students from all

over the state participated in more
than 50 competitions that were held
in the span of two days. Talking
about the competitions, another or-
ganising member Ravi Agarwal said,
"We received maximum participa-
tion in five competitions- 'The Butler
Did It', 'Jobless', Bicmark', 'Political
Atyachar' and 'Siege'. Political Aty-
achar had participants play the role
of politicians who were taken to
mock court for clarifications and ac-
cusations. Jobless consisted of in-
terviews wherein the participant had
to deal with tough questions and still
impress the judges."

IITGians rock to German tunes
Thousands of students
from institutions across
Gujarat participated in
the 2-day annual fest of
IIT Gandhinagar
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Physiotheraphy students of the
city took out a rally to press for
their demands for setting up a
council among many others on
Sunday. —Pankaj Shukla.DNA

> Gram sabhas across state
to begin work from Jan 31
In order to provide justice to village
people and encourage the village
administration to do the same,
state-wide gram sabhas will come
into action from January 31.
Agendas like census and sanitation
will be given prime importance
during sabhas' discussions.

> Nodal officers to prevent
misuse of SMS on poll day
To prevent misuse of SMS on poll
day of the assembly by-election in
75 Khadia constituencies, the
election commission has appointed
deputy inspector general of police
BS Jebaliya as the state nodal
officer and assistant police
commissioner JS Khair as the
district nodal officer.

> aProaCh draws children
back to park 

aProaCh, an NGO, brought children
back to the park on Saturday with
the 'Parents of the Park' programme
at Parimal Garden. The program
was organised to bring the children
to public parks, which are now
generally having presence of
elderlies and not of children. The
NGO attracted children through
different activities and a magic show.

STATE SCAN

PSU Connect — A DNA Initiative

Canara Bank signed MoUs
worth Rs10,000 crore at VG’11 

Ahmedabad circle office of Canara Bank, as a
part of their continued activities, participat-

ed in the grand mega exhibition by putting up their
stall in subject exhibition during Vibrant Gujarat
Summit and signed an MoU to the tune of Rs10,000

crores for
three years
with the state
government.
The MoU was
signed by J
Raghunatha
Rao, deputy
general man-
ager in the
presence of

chief Minister Narendra Modi, state finance min-
ister Vajubhai Vala, Canara Bank executive direc-
tor Jagdish Pai KL and S Ramesh, assistant 
general manager, SME Sulabh, Ahmedabad.

IoB plans massive 
expansion in Gujarat 

Chennai headquartered Indian Overseas Bank
has drawn ambitious plans to expand its pres-

ence in Gujarat. With a branch network of 2020
branches in India and abroad, the bank started its
operations in Gujarat in 1958 with its first branch
in Kalupur Circle. At present, the bank has 77
branches in Gujarat including branches in the

union territory of
Daman. Naren-
dra, CMD of the
bank, who had
taken over the
reins of the bank
in November 2010,
has plans to open
branches in all the

districts of Gujarat and take the total network in
Gujarat to 100 branches and 3000 branches all over
India in the next two years. Narendra was in
Ahmedabad recently to sign an MOU with the gov-
ernment of Gujarat worth Rs5000 crores accompa-
nied by the two executive directors Nupur Mitra and
AK Bansal during the Vibrant Gujarat Summit 2011.

The bank has also plans to open exclusive SME
branches in centres like Morbi, Rajkot, Jamnagar,
Ahmedabad, Surat. IOB is entering its 75th year
of its operations on 10th February, 2011 and the plat-
inum jubilee celebrations of the bank will 
kick-start in New Delhi on that day.

BSNL announces data 
plans for iPad 

Ahmedabad BSNL announced to offer dedi-
cated data plans for iPad with Wi-Fi + 3G in

India beginning January 28, 2011. All data plans
will be available free of contract providing the
freedom to activate or cancel a plan at any time.

“We are thrilled to provide data plans for iPad
in India,” said Gopal Das, CMD, BSNL. “Our cus-
tomised plan for iPad users will ensure users ex-
perience the best 3G and data services while en-
joying iPad on BSNL's high-speed network.” For

further information on iPad data plans or to reg-
ister, please visit www.bsnl.co.in.

Republic Day celebrated at
KRIBCHO township

As per its tradition, Krishak Bharti Cooperative
Limited (KRIBHCO), world’s premier fertiliz-

er producing cooperative, on Wednesday celebrat-
ed Republic Day by hoisting the national flag at its
township at Hazira, Surat. YJ Fanse, general man-
ager (HR), unfurled the Tricolour in the presence
of employees of the cooperative and students. On
this occasion, employees of security department as
well as students of Sun Flower School and Kendriya
Vidyalaya participated in the parade and offered
salute to the nation. Students of both the schools
presented different cultural programmes. Various

prizes were
distributed by
senior execu-
tives of KRIB-
HCO to em-
ployees for
suggestions
and work per-
formance. In
the evening, a

Gujarati drama 'Hasta Ramta Jivi Laiye' was staged
at Open Air Theatre, KRIBHCO Nagar, by
renowned artists including Dinyar Contractor,
Mehul Buch, Riddhi Dave and Bhairvi Shah. A
tableau themed "Hariyali ke rang: KRIBHCO ke
sang," was performed in presence of governor Dr
Kamla Beniwal and chief minister Narendra Modi.

ONGC’s mobile medicare unit
becomes operational

Reinforcing its glorious tradition of socio-eco-
nomic activities, as part of Corporate Social

Responsibility (CSR), ONGC Mehsana Asset
flagged off the mobile medicare unit under the ban-
ner ‘Varisthajana Swasthya Sewa Abhiyan’. Ram
Avtar, ED-asset manager, Mehsana Asset, flagged
off the mobile medicare unit (MMU) set up in as-
sociation with HelpAge India, a reputed national
NGO, on January 11, 2011 from KDM Bhavan.
Nilesh Nalvaya, senior manager (programme), Hel-
pAge India, Nitish Bhartiya, GGM - head engi-
neering services, KP Verma, DGM - head HR-ER,
senior officers of asset, employees, members WDF,
collectives, sarpanchs from different villages and
media persons were present on the occasion.

“Through the CCP, ONGC supports common
people who are needy and distressed, living in and
around ONGC's operational areas. Our objective
is to provide all round assistance to these people
in the sphere of education, health care, drinking
water, roads in operational areas.” Ram Avtar
stated  “ONGC has earmarked approximately
Rs16 crores for 20 locations across the country. It
is a matter of pride that Mehsana is selected by
ONGC management for the noble cause. Nitish
Bhartiya, GGM-Head Engg Services stated that
with every passing day, young people are migrat-
ing from village to urban areas and abroad for em-
ployment and their parents are not able to leave
from their villages due to emotional attachment.
He ensured that the Varisthajana Swasthya Sewa
Abhiyan will be a blessing for the senior citizens.

NTPC CMD reviews Kawas
project performance

NTPC limited, CMD, Arup Roy Choudhury vis-
ited Kawas Project on January 10 and 11, 2011.

He reviewed the performance of the project. Roy
Choudhury distributed long service awards to em-
ployees who had completed 25 years and 15 years
service in NTPC. CMD appreciated the cultural
programme performed by the children of Bal
Bhawan. Other dignitaries present on this occa-
sion were director (Tech), DK Jain, RED (W) SC
Pandey, GM (QI) Pramod Kumar, GM (Jhanor) P
Ramesh, chairperson, Sakhi Mahila Samiti, Mum-
bai, Nalini Pandey, chairperson, Swati Ladies Club,
Kawas Sujata Mahapatra & GM(K) PK Mahapatra.

Bank of Maharashtra declares
72% hike in Q3 net profit 

Pune-based Bank of Maharashtra (BoM)
declared a 72% hike in net profits while

announcing their third-quarter results in the
city. The other highlights of the bank’s
performance include hike in operating profits

by 42% calculated on a year-on-year basis and a
rise in net interest income by 55%. Announcing
the results to the media persons, AS
Bhattacharya, chairman and managing director
of the bank, said the bank is determined to
achieve a business of Rs1.20 lakh crore in 2011.

Syndicate Bank to announce
Q3 results on February 1

The meeting of the board of directors of Syn-
dicate Bank is scheduled to be held on Tues-

day February 1, 2011 at Bangalore for approving
the unaudited financial results of the bank for the
third quarter (Of the current financial year 2010-
2011) ended December 31, 2010.

Bharatsinh Solanki takes over
as minister of state for railways 

Bharatsinh M Solanki has taken over as union
minister of state for railways from January

21, 2011. Solanki is a sitting Lok Sabha MP from
Anand, Gujarat.

He has held important positions
in past such as member, committee
on public undertaking, member, con-
sultative committee, member, joint
committee on offices of profit etc.
Before assuming charge of union

minister of state for railways, Solanki was union
minister of state for power.

Services of 72 winter special
trains extended

To clear extra rush, Western Railway has been
decided to extend 12 services of 09405/09406

(Old No.0925/0926) Ahmedabad - Yeshwantpur
(Weekly) special train. Train No. 09405 (Old
No.0925) Ahmedabad - Yeshwantpur (Weekly) spe-
cial train will depart from Ahmedabad at 19.30 hrs
on every Saturday and reach Yeshwantpur at 4 on
Monday from 22nd January to 26th February, 2011.
Similarly, Train No. 09406 (Old No.0926) Yesh-
wantpur - Ahmedabad (Weekly) special train will
depart from Yeshwantpur at 6.20 hrs on every
Monday and arrive at Ahmedabad at 15.10 hrs the
next day from 24th January to 28th February,2011.

To clear extra rush, western railway has been
decided to extend holiday special trains. Train
No.09001 (Old No.0989) Mumbai Central - Ahmed-
abad (Tri-Weekly) Superfast special train will de-
part at 22.50 hrs on every Tuesday, Thursday and
Sunday from Mumbai Central and reach Ahmed-
abad the next day at 6.00 hrs. This train will run
from 18th Jan, 2011 to 27th Feb, 2011.

Similarly, Train No.09002 (Old No.0990) Ahmed-
abad - Mumbai Central (Tri-Weekly) Superfast spe-
cial train will depart at 21.40 hrs from Ahmedabad
on every Wednesday, Friday and Monday and ar-
rive at Mumbai Central the next day at 6.15 hrs. This
train will run on 19th Jan, 2011 to 28th Feb, 2011.

Train No.09451 (Old No.0909) Bandra Terminus
- Gandhidham (Weekly) special train will depart
at 23.45 hrs on every Thursday from Bandra Ter-
minus and reach Gandhidham the next day at
15.30 hrs. This train will run from 20th Jan, 2011
to 24th Feb, 2011.

Similarly, Train No.09452 (Old No.0910) Gand-
hidham - Bandra Terminus (Weekly) special train
will depart at 06.30 hrs from Gandhidham on
every Thursday and arrive at Bandra Terminus
at 22.25 hrs on the same day. This train will run
from 20th Jan, 2011 to 24th Feb, 2011.

Train No.09301 (Old No.0931) Bandra Terminus
- Indore (Weekly) Special train will depart at 12.45
hrs on every Monday from Bandra Terminus and
reach Indore the next day at 03.30 hrs. This train
will run from 24th  Jan, 2011 to 28th Feb, 2011. Sim-
ilarly, Train No.09302 (Old No.0932) Indore - Bandra
Terminus (Weekly) Special train will depart at
17.30 hrs from Indore on every Sunday and arrive
Bandra Terminus the next day at 09.45 hrs. This
train will run from 23rd Jan, 2011 to 27th Feb, 2011.

Train No.09561 (Old No.0933) Bandra Terminus
- Okha (Weekly) Special train will depart at 23.25
hrs on every Wednesday from Bandra Terminus
and reach Okha the next day at 20.20 hrs. This
train will run from 19th Jan, 2011 to 23rd Feb, 2011.

Similarly, train No.09562 (Old No.0934) Okha -
Bandra Terminus (Weekly) Special train will depart
at 11.25 hrs from Okha on every Tuesday and ar-
rive Bandra Terminus the next day at 05.35 hrs. This
train will run from 18th Jan, 2011 to 22nd Feb, 2011.

To clear the extra rush, it has been decided to
run three Superfast Special trains between Bandra
(T) and Ahmedabad. Train No. 09015 Bandra (T) -
Ahmedabad Superfast Special train will depart at
12.45 hrs on 13th January, 2011 from Bandra (T) and
arrive Ahmedabad the same day at 20.15 hrs.

Similarly, Train No. 09016 Ahmedabad - Bandra
(T) Superfast Special train will depart at 21.40 hrs
from Ahmedabad on 13th January, 2011 and reach
Bandra (T) the next day at 06.15 hrs.

Train No. 09444 Ahmedabad - Bandra (T) Spe-
cial train will depart at 23.40 hrs on 15th January,
2011 from Ahmedabad and reach Bandra (T) the
next day at 09.45 hrs.

Similarly, Train No. 09443 Bandra (T) - Ahmed-
abad Special train will depart at 11.05 hrs from
Bandra (T) on 16th January, 2011 and reach
Ahmedabad the same day at 20.15 hrs.

Train No. 09442 Ahmedabad - Bandra (T) Spe-
cial train will depart at 23.25 hrs on 17th January,
2011 from Ahmedabad and arrive Bandra (T) the
next day at 09.45 hrs. Similarly, Train No. 09441
Bandra (T) - Ahmedabad Special train will depart
at 23.25 hrs from Bandra (T) on 18th January, 2011
and reach Ahmedabad the next day at 08.30 hrs.

UCO Bank celebrates sixty-
second Republic Day

UCO Bank, zonal office, Ahmedabad celebrat-
ed Republic Day on January 26, 2011 with

great fervour and enthusiasm at its UCO Bhavan
premises in which a large number of staff mem-
bers as well as executives participated. Assistant
general manager, KR Veeraraghavan unfurled the
national flag amidst thunderous applause. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Veeraraghavan outlined the
importance of momentous occasion as well as the
emotional significance of the same for every cit-
izen of India.

NDRF commandant awarded
President’s medal

Ram Charan Meena, commandant of 6th Bn
NDRF has been awarded with the President’s

police medal for meritorious on the
occasion of nation’s 62nd Republic
Day. He was considered for this pres-
tigious award for his yeoman servic-
es which he rendered in the filed of
counter insurgency and anti-terror-
ist operations in the various parts of
the country especially trouble-torn/militancy in-
fested areas of Punjab, J&K, North East and LWE.

RN Verma focuses on infra
development in R-Day message

WR registered an increase in earnings, and
will focus on developing infrastructure &

providing more passenger amenities. The dawn
of 62nd Republic Day of our nation was marked
at western railway with the national flag being
hoisted by RN Verma, general manager, western
railway. Laying emphasis on provision of more
passenger amenities and making journey of its
passengers more
amiable and
pleasant, general
manager said
that due to dedi-
cated efforts of
all railway per-
sonnel, western
railway has continued its commendable per-
formance in freight traffic and have registered
a record loading of 46.51 million tonnes upto
December 2010 which is 5.8% more than the cor-
responding period of last year.
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