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The state high court was not
able to auction properties be-
longing to the Calico Mills as
the case was not displayed on
the board. The official liquida-
tor's office had failed to com-
plete the formalities and put
the bids before the court in
short notice. Apart from this,
none of the real estate players
showed much interest in bid-
ding for the two biggest chunks
of land on Friday.

The high court had post-
poned the auction of Ahmed-
abad Manufacturing and Cali-
co Printing Mills - popularly
known as Calico Mills. The
auction was carried out by the
official liquidator on April 24,
2010 who then issued fresh
auction with higher upset val-
ue of all the lots on sale.

Of the seven lots, the first
and biggest lot which included
2.39 lakh sq mtr of land on the
Calico Mills premises, failed to
attract any bidder, said the
sources. The upset value of the
lot was fixed at Rs386 crore,
compared to last previous
Rs203.46 crore. In absence of
aggressive bidding, the plot
was sold for Rs211 crore to
Mumbai's Ajmera Group and
Ahmedabad's Bakeri Realty in
April 2010.

Another lot,
which includ-
ed sale of Cali-
co's 33,381 sq
mtr of land at Saranagar in
Ahmedabad, attracted the
highest interest from the bid-
ders last time. The upset price
of the lot was fixed at Rs18.41
crore but it witnessed aggres-
sive bidding and was pur-
chased by JB Organisation for
Rs48 crore. Interestingly, none
of the bidders have turned up
for this plot yet, said sources.
The upset value for the plot
was fixed at Rs56.92 crore.

Yasin Mendajiwala of
Khushnuma Buildcon, who
was present in the court, said,
he was interested in the bid but

found the upset value too high.
"The upset values of both the
plots are too high considering
the liabilities, encroachments
and other issues," he said.

AK Chaturvedi, official liq-
uidator, denied to comment on
the number of bids received
for seven lots belonging to Cal-
ico Mills.

The sealed bids received by
the official liquidator were

supposed to
be opened be-
fore Justice
DA Mehta
and bidding

was to be carried out there af-
ter. However, the judge denied
taking the case on the board
citing reasons such as OL's of-
fice not completing the re-
quired formalities in time and
not putting the case before him
in short notice.

"I can not take case at such
a short notice," he said. The
judge asked to complete the
formalities and fixed the hear-
ing on December 3, 2010. As per
the sources, had the official liq-
uidator completed the formal-
ities on time, there would not
have been any issue.

No bidders for biggest
chunk of Calico land
Auction cancelled as official liquidator’s office had failed to complete the formalities

Police hold
meet to curb

oil thefts 

Roxy Gagdekar

Concerned about oil thefts from
pipelines of oil companies, the state
police held a meeting with the dis-
trict police heads and their subordi-
nates. The meeting was held at a ho-
tel in Satellite on Friday.

Many IPS officers, heading 

districts through which the 
pipelines pass, participated in the
meeting. Apart from
that, some deputy 
superintendents of
police from these dis-
tricts were also present
at the meeting.

The meeting also saw participa-

tion of officials from the central 
government.

Sources said that sta-
tistics related to oil
thefts from the state
and the modus 
operandi used by the

thieves to steal the commodity was
discussed by officials.

"Some suggestions on how to se-
cure the pipelines from oil thieves
were made and they may soon be im-
plemented," a source said.

Oil theft cases have seen a rise in
Gujarat with many organised gangs
operating in the state. Oil companies
have incurred severe losses due to
such thefts.
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There is no respite from the
weather for flyers to and from
Ahmedabad.

This is because adverse
weather conditions in the city
continue to throw flight
schedules out of gear. On Fri-
day, one flight was cancelled,
while more than a dozen
flights were delayed because
of the weather.

According to officials, Jet
Airways flight 9W 2509 from
Ahmedabad to Bhopal via In-
dore was cancelled on Friday.
The airline said the cancella-
tion was due to inclement
weather conditions and poor
visibility. However, sources said
that the flight was cancelled be-
cause there was no one to fly it.

"The flight's pilot was com-
ing to Ahmedabad from 

Delhi in another flight. How-
ever, the flight could not land
at the airport due to fog and
poor visibility, and was di-
verted to Mumbai. This is
why Jet had to cancel the
flight," said a source.

Angry passengers, who
were told about the cancella-
tion at only around 11.00 am,
almost five hours after the
scheduled time of 6.30 am,
created ruckus at the airport,
and demanded alternate trav-
el arrangements. Officials
said that some of the passen-
gers were accommodated on

other flights while ticket re-
funds were made to others.

Meanwhile, more than a
dozen other flights were de-
layed due to the adverse
weather. Flight EK 539 of
Emirates going from Ahmed-
abad to Dubai was delayed 
by almost an hour. Similarly,
Emirates' Flight EK 540 
coming from Dubai to
Ahmedabad, was diverted to
Mumbai due to bad weather
in the city. The flight arrived
in Ahmedabad around noon,
instead of the scheduled time
of 8.15 am.

Many flights of Kingfisher,
Indigo, Jet, Spicejet and
Goair to various destinations
such as Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Jaipur, among 
others, were also delayed by
fog and poor visibility, offi-
cials added.

Bad weather throws flight
schedules out of gear
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The Gujarat high court on
Friday rejected the bail ap-
plication of IPS officer Vip-
ul Agrawal, who is
chargesheeted in the fake
encounter case of Tulsi Pra-
japati, a close associate of
gangster Sohrabuddin
Sheikh.

Agarwal, who was the SP
of Banaskantha when the
encounter took place, had
moved the high court for
bail on the grounds that the
prosecution agency does not
have any concrete evidence
against him.

Agrawal has in his bail
application denied allega-
tions against him that he de-
stroyed records of PSI
Ashish Pandya's leave re-
port. Agrawal, through his
counsel, claimed that the
records were deleted was
part of the campaign for de-
struction and de-classifica-
tion of records and related
details. He also said that or-
ders about the campaigns
are a matter of record.

However, the government
pleader Prakash Jani op-
posed the bail application
and argued that Agrawal is
the accused in the case and
was in constant touch with
co-accused Dinesh MN.

Moreover, he argued that
Agrawal had known that
documents related to
Ashish Pandya's leave re-
port were important yet he
ordered for their destruc-
tion.

The court rejected the
bail application after hear-
ing the arguments of both
the parties.

Vipul
Agrawal's
bail plea
rejected

More than a dozen
flights were delayed
due to fog and adverse
weather on Friday
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While the local medical fra-
ternity has remained silent
on Ketan Desai being elect-
ed 'uncontested' to the Gu-
jarat University senate, US-
based medico group People
for Better Treatment (PBT)
again wrote to the Medical
Council of India (MCI) in
this connection.

PBT, which fights medical
malpractices, has asked the
MCI to re-affirm their direc-
tive to Gujarat Medical
Council (GMC), which re-
portedly is yet to cancel De-
sai's license.

Dr. Kunal Saha, president
of PBT said, "We have
brought to the MCI's notice,
the fact that the GMC is yet
to act on the MCI directive
passed on October 9."

The directive barred De-
sai from practising medi-
cine in India. "The GMC
wants to start a new inves-
tigation against Desai. They
have sent letters to PBT re-
garding the same. This is
despite the fact that MCI
has already suspended his
medical registration last
month," said Saha.

Responding to GMC, PBT
again wrote to the MCI
Board of Governors on No-
vember 25 for immediate in-
tervention in the matter and
to ensure that their direction
is complied with by the
GMC. GMC and Ahmedabad
Medical Association refused
to comment on the issue.

US-based
docs’ group
wants action
against Desai
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The Ahmedabad Munici-
pal Corporation continued
its sealing drive on Friday
and sealed 238 units in the
city. It sealed 160 commer-
cial units of block-A and B
of Wall-Street-2 near Gu-
jarat College and 56 units
of Avdhesh Complex near

Gurudwara on SG High-
way as both the buildings
lacked fire safety.

Moreover, the estate de-
partment of central zone
sealed 82 commercial units
of Paradise Complex in
Mirzapur as the high-rise
building did not have a fire
safety system in place. It
also had illegal construc-

tions on first floor and cel-
lar. The estate department
sealed 23 units of Mihir
Tower in Uttamnagar, 3
units of Jalsagar Society
and 9 units of Harsiddh
Complex and 15 units of
Kalyan Shopping Centre in
Thakkarbapanagar as all
the units were built with-
out proper permission .

AMC seals 238 more units on Friday

BRAIN
STORMING
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A class X student has lodged a case with
the Naranpura police in which she has
accused a relative of molesting her. The
Naranpura police said that even before
the case was lodged the mother of the
accused allegedly tried to commit sui-
cide. She is now admitted to the civil
hospital, police sources said.

According to police, the 16-year-old
lodged a case against one Manish Chav-
da, in which she alleged that he came
to her room on Wednesday midnight
and molested her. Sources said the ac-
cused escaped from the place when the
victim's grandmother spotted him.
Sources said that the victim's family
had first approached the Naranpura po-
lice station on Thursday night but de-
cided against filing a case. "On Thurs-
day, both the families decided not to file

a case. Then on the same night the
mother of the accused attempted sui-
cide. Apparently, she had earlier threat-
ened to commit suicide if the matter
was taken to the police," said a source.

The source said that after the suicide
bid by the mother, the girl's family got
scared and again approached the police
to file a case.
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It was a high that a 40-year-old drunkard
had not bargained for. In an attempt to
teach his parents a lesson, for not letting
him in the house after a night of drunk-
en revelry, a man called up the Sola police.
But the Sola police soon decided that it
was he who needed to sober up and the
lock-up would be the ideal place for it.

The incident happened in the wee
hours of Friday when the police control
room received a message by a man who
complained that his parents were not let-
ting him into his own house. Amazed at
the nature of the case, a team from Sola
police was sent to the spot.

To the team's surprise, they found that
the caller was in an inebriated state.

The Sola police said that the man's par-
ents live in Atlanta in the US where they
run a motel. "They recently came to visit
their son but soon found out that he had
become a drunkard. Fed up of his drink-
ing habit they refused to open the door
when their son came home drunk on
Thursday night," said Sola police.

"For several minutes he banged on the
door and even broke the glass. He is well
educated and claims to have done D Phar-
ma although he does nothing for a living
these days. We have booked him under
prohibition act," said a source.

Drunk man calls
cops for help, caught
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A security guard was found
murdered at Thaltej in the wee
hours of Friday. According to
Sola police sources, one Pavan
Kumar was found dead in a
common plot near Vrindavan
Society on Shilaj road in Thal-
tej area early on Friday morn-
ing. Police said that prima fa-

cie it seems that a heavy wood-
en object was used to hit the
victim on the head.

Sources said
the victim may
have died due to
excessive bleed-
ing. Shiv Kumar
Sharma, a guard residing in
Laxminagar society in Narol,
has lodged a complaint with

the Sola police in this regard.
Police said that the victim

had been living alone in the
city and Shar-
ma only knew
him in the
course of his
work.

Sharma has named Shiv-
sharan Vishwakarma as the
one who could be behind the

murder. "We came to know that
the security guards had a fight
in the night. During the brawl,
Vishwakarma hit Kumar with
a wooden object. When Kumar
fell unconscious, Vishwakar-
ma threw him in a common
plot near the crime scene and
fled," said police sources.

The police have been unable
to trace the accused.

Security guard found murdered in Thaltej

CRIME IN 
THE CITY

CALICO MILL
AUCTION

The mother of the
accused tried to
commit suicide.
Girl’s family
lodged complaint
after intial
hesitation

Girl alleges molestation by relative
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As the Gujarat University
(GU) administration gears
up for the senate election on
November 28, GU officials
are facing the wrath of sev-
eral candidates over the is-
sue of voters ID card.

Officials on Friday is-
sued ID cards for the all
the voters for the senate
election. The ID cards
meant for the voters have
the words 'candidate
should affix photo here'
written near the space pro-
vided for the photograph.

Further adding to the
confusion, the space for
signature reads 'candi-
dates signature' instead of
'voter's signature.

When contacted, GU
vice-chancellor Parimal
Trivedi said he is not

aware about the issue.
University administra-

tion on Friday declared
sevem centers for voting in
Ahmedabad city. For the
registered graduate catego-
ry, voting will take place in
Nav Gujarat College and
Bhavans. Apart from the
seven centers for Ahmed-
abad, a total of 59 centers
have been identified for ru-
ral voters. The officials
have made it clear that vot-
ers of rural area must vote
in the same center where
their college is located. For
the 'teachers' category,
there are 3635 voters, and
there are around 1945 vot-
ers for the 'non teachers
category. A comprehensive
list of all the voting centers,
along with their addresses
is available on the Gujarat
University website.

GU senate election : Voters
become candidates!
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Nomadic man commits
suicide at Kalupur 

> A nomadic man, Mahesh
Chandra, around 35 years old,
committed suicide near Kalupur
railway station on Friday, police
said. He was found hanging from
a car's carrier. The man had
been living at the railway station
since many years as a vagrant.

3
Thieves arrested in Sardarnagar

The Sardarnagar police claimed to have arrested two 
persons with valuables worth Rs2.28 lakh. 

Ahmedabad, November 27, 2010


