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With people of only moderate ability, 
modesty is mere honesty, but with those
who possess great talent, it is hypocrisy.

--Schopenhauer‘‘

‘‘
On 19 November 2010, the

CBI arrested “Swami
Asimanand”, believed to

be the mastermind of the
Ajmer Dargah and Mecca
Masjid, Hyderabad blasts –
both occurred on 11 October
and 18 May 2007 respectively.
In Mecca Masjid blast, 16 per-
sons were killed and 100

injured, while at
Ajmer Dargah
three people were
killed and 17
injured. The
Swami was
arrested from
Haridwar, where
he had been hid-
ing with a fake
name and fake
identity docu-
ments such as

passport, ration card and elec-
tion card. 

Originally Jatin Chatter-
jee, Swami Asimanand, 59,
has been known by various
names like Naba Kumar
Sarkar or Swami
Onkaranand, is an ideologue
of Abhinav Bharat, an organi-
zation believed to be behind
the 2008 Malegaon blast in
Maharashtra and a proponent
of Hindutva terrorism.

It should be noted that
Bangladesh outfit Harkat-ul-
Jihad al-Islami (HuJI) was
accused of orchestrating the
Mecca Masjid blast due to
which more than 100 Muslim
youths of Hyderabad were
picked up by the investigating

agencies and some of them
were falsely implicated. In
Ajmer blast, about a dozen
Muslims Imams, Maulanas,
and Madrasa teachers were
detained and tortured by the
Rajasthan Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS).

Swami Asimanand’s name
first came up during the
Malegaon blast probe when
the Maharashtra ATS recov-
ered his driver, Sunil
Dhwade’s number from Sad-
hvi Pragya Singh Thakur,
prime accused in the Male-
gaon case. 

During interrogation, as
per the CBI, Swami’s name
cropped up along with the
other accused, Sandeep
Darge, Ram Chadra Kalsan-
gra alias Ramjee, both resi-
dents of Indore in Madhya
Pradesh. Telephonic conversa-
tion between Swami and Sad-
hvi revealed that he had met
with her and both planned
retaliatory terror attacks on
religious places of Muslim.
The CBI arrested Devender
Gupta and Lokesh Sharma,
both RSS activists, in June
2010 in connection with the
Mecca Masjid blast case. 

As a result of searches car-
ried out by the CBI and
Maharashtra ATS in 2009-10
at various places in Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat after
receiving information about
Swami Asimanand’s presence
but he managed to escape.

A post-graduate in Botany,

Swami Asimanand is a native
of Hooghly district of West
Bengal, who, joined the
Ramkrishna Mission in
1990s, but soon disillusioned
with Left government,
migrated to the tribal area of
Dangs in Gujarat. In Dangs,
Swami established Shabarid-
ham Ashram in 2001 and
started his missionary work
focused on converting tribals
from Christianity to Hin-
duism. 

However, his transition
from a diehard Hindu preach-
er to terror plotter is the
result of growing terror
attacks on India by the pan-
Islamic jihadi groups based in
Pakistan.

In May 2004, as per the
ATS chargesheet, Swami held
a meeting at the Kumbh in
Ujjain and talked of avenging
acts of “Islamic” terrorism in
the country. It is in Ujjain he
made a list of targets, which
included Malegaon, Jama
Masjid in New Delhi, Ajmer
Dargah, Mecca Masjid in
Hyderabad and the Samjau-
tha Express. 

The chargesheet quoted
him as saying, “There have
been several attacks against
us and nothing has been done.
We have to respond as soon as
possible.”

With large followers in
Dangs, Swami planned and
funded bomb blasts in Ajmer,
Malegaon and Hyderabad,
and as per the Rajasthan ATS,

which recently filed a
chargesheet in the Ajmer Dar-
gah blast case, Swami Aseem-
anand was the man behind a
wave of attacks on Muslims’
places of worship allegedly
carried out by extremist
Hindu outfits. 

Not only Swami funded
these terror attacks, but had
also been instrumental in
bringing together a motley
group of extremists Devendra
Gupta, Lokesh Sharma and
Chandreshekhar who alleged-
ly carried out blasts in Ajmer
Dargah and at Mecca Masjid
in Hyderabad, and Sadhvi
Pragya Singh Thakur and
Prasad Srikanth Purohit,
prime suspects in the Male-
gaon blasts case. 

Acting as facilitator,
Swami suggested that the two
extremist organizations –
Prasad Srikanth Purohit’s
Abhinav Bharat and Sadhvi
Pragya Singh Thakur’s Jai
Vande Mataram – must join
together since their objectives
were similar.

Swami Asimanand guided
Sunil Joshi, a key suspect in
Malegaon, Ajmer and Mecca
Masjid blast cases who was
killed in Madhya Pradesh on
December 29, 2007, how to
plot these attacks under and
who, along with four others,
even lived in his Shabarid-
ham Ashram in Dangs prior to
the Ajmer blast and hid there
after the attack.
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The enormous public out-
cry over the 2G scam
including alleged swin-

dling of huge amount of
money through the ministry
of telecommunication and the
devious role played by then
telecom minister A. Raja has
already brought a great deal
of disrepute for the ruling
Congress government in the
Center.  

Even the Prime Minister,
Manmohan Singh, was called
into question by the Supreme
Court as he had to justify the
long delay and apparent lack
of motivation to take appro-
priate disciplinary action
against the perpetrators who
were involved with this scam
of a gigantic magnitude.  

Compelled by the pressure
from the Apex Court, the
prime minister’s office (PMO)
has filed an affidavit in an
attempt to mend the obvious
holes in this vividly contro-
versial story and to explain
the obvious delay by the gov-
ernment in prosecuting the
guilty persons involved with
the scam.  

The prime minister has
also assured the nation and
made a vociferous claim that
no guilty person involved
with this incidence would be
spared from receiving ade-
quate punishment. 

While the affidavit filed by
the PMO provides a sketchy
outline of the extended time
frame for this sordid episode,
it seemingly opens up a new
Pandora’s Box which is clear-

ly indicative of lack of candor,
competence and perhaps
wide-spread corruption in
various bureaucratic agen-
cies within the different min-
istries of the central govern-
ment.

There is little dispute that
Mr. Singh has earned public

trust and reputation as an
honest and upright man dur-
ing his tenure as India’s
prime minister over the past
two terms in the government.  

He has candidly recog-
nized the presence of deep-
rooted corruption in our soci-
ety and made explicit calls to
all Indians to stand up
against corruption.  

Time and again, he has
directed the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI), the
premier government inves-
tigative agency, to nail the
“big fish” in the government
who are involved with cor-
ruption. 

He has underscored the
value of implementing an
infallible justice delivery sys-

tem to stem the rot of corrup-
tion.  But as the well-known
legal maxim goes, justice
should not only be done, it
must also appear to be done.  

While the prime minister
might not be aware of all the
transgressions that are com-
mitted by the bureaucrats in
different branches of his gov-
ernment, but in a parliamen-
tary system of government as
in India, bucks must stop
with the prime minister. 

It does not appear from
the affidavit filed by the
PMO that justice was done
when a serious allegation for
corruption and money laun-
dering against one of his top
ministers was shoved under
the rugs by simply pushing
the files back and forth
between the bureaucrats in
the law ministry, telecom
ministry and CBI.  

In order to defend the
inordinate delay in taking
appropriate action against
the 2G scam, the PMO has
basically blamed the law
ministry which in turn has
pointed fingers to the delay
in the probe by the CBI.  

Such blame game and fin-
ger pointing among the top-
level bureaucrats and minis-
ters while dealing with an
alleged swindling of thou-
sands of crores of rupees only
underlines the presence of
pervasive corruption and
incompetence in almost every
aspect of public services in
India.
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India victorious
at Nagpur 

Indians have scored a com-
prehensive victory over New
Zealand in the third and final
cricket Test match at Nagpur
to win the three Test series 1-
0. This series until the final
Test match was more or less
evenly poised since the first
two Test matches at Ahmed-
abad and Hyderabad ended in
high scoring draws. In the
third Test match at Nagpur,
Indian bowlers complimented
their batsmen with excellent
performances and did not
allow New Zealand to get on
top. Indian bowlers got wick-
ets at regular intervals to
restrict the New Zealand
innings to a low total. Thus,
Indians have maintained their
superiority as the top team in
the ICC Test rankings.  

Devendra Khurana 
Bhopal

Kaun Banega
Crorepati?

It refers to surprise one-
crore win by Rahat Tasleem in
on-going fourth season of
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati’
(KBC). It is beyond under-
standing how flowers were
sprinkled on the set when the
final jumbo-question with
winning amount of rupees five
crores was pending. Such
flowers were not sprinkled on
the earlier winning candidate
in rupees one-crore slot a few
days ago when the contestant
slipped down to rupees 3.20
lakhs because he opted for a
(wrong) reply for the jumbo
question of rupees five crores.
Psychologists can confirm that
at no time, Rahat Tasleem or
her accompanying husband
could be seen with a natural
excitement which should have
been there for such a huge
and unexpected win. 

Even in its earlier seasons,
KBC has been in controversy
with allegations of manipula-
tions with even a writ having
been filed at Delhi High
Court. Minute viewing of com-
plete episode of Brijesh Dubey
(Guna) winning one crore in
KBC-II left many viewers in
doubt if the game-show was
actual or dramatised like is
usually done in its other
episodes participated by
celebrities! 

Madhu Agrawal 
New Delhi
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Yoga and meditation
are Hinduism’s
unique gift to the

world. They strengthen
your body and mind pro-
viding mental peace and
physical power help you
fight disease and live
longer and healthier. The
following articles and
resources will increase
your awareness about
these powerful mental and
physical disciplines that
are intrinsic to Hinduism.

Meditation increases
the ability to concentrate
and enhance memory
power. It brings in a sense
of inner peace and tran-
quility, and makes you
appealing in nature. Medi-
tation is also thought to
tap the hidden potentials
of an individual. 

There are many motiva-
tions for meditating. For
some it’s to lower one’s
blood pressure, for others
to reduce stress...some
want to gain knowledge,
others wish to use it to give
up compulsive actions...
and the list goes on. What
happens if we are success-
ful in acquiring what we
strive for? Do we stop
there? Are we satisfied? 

Meditation is a tech-
nique that is often referred
to as medicine. So a wise
question would be ‘what is

our real problem’? Most of
the responses from the
spiritual community would
be - we live in delusion, we
are bound by darkness, our
lives are spent in a state of
ignorance. 

Meditation teaches us
many things, one is how to
watch, and when we refine
this ability we are able to
see things clearly. If our
attitudes are healthy, and
we are courageous, we can

begin to see and under-
stand our ego in a new
light. We are able to have
glimpses of our awareness
(pure mind) that is the
essence of our inner self. If
we see our problems in a
realized sense of clarity,
then we can start imple-
menting solutions to
changing and becoming
freer and by the same
light, when we truly see
our inner realities, we can
merge with them and take
refuge in our scared space. 

If one wants to discover
the truth of their own
being and live in the expe-
rience of it, then this is a
valid approach.

PS Prakasa Rao

There is an need for not
only thoroughly prob-
ing 2G spectrum scam

but also bringing back the
loot of Rs. 1,70, 393 cr. that
will suffice to finance
India’s Food Security Pro-
gramme of Rs.89,399 cr for
full one year and Education
For All Programme of Rs
34,000 cr for 3 years. 

The 2G spectrum scam is
only one of the several
scams that have come to
light recently. Incidentally,
what has the TRAI, a tele-
com regulatory authority

has been doing all along?
Why didn’t it blow the whis-
tle on the guilty minister
earlier when the scam was
in progress? 

Now it is saying that the
2 G spectrum licences
granted should be can-
celled. Why shouldn’t the
members of the TRAI be
held accountable for derelic-
tion of duty? 

If all the money stacked
abroad in foreign banks by
the rich and powerful Indi-
ans is brought back, there
will be enough funds to
build a first class infra-
structure complete with

excellent roads, bridges,
transport and fund several
pro-poor programmes many
times over. 

According to one esti-
mate an average US $ 16
billion have been moved to
foreign banks every year
since 1948. A staggering
amount of money has been
shifted to foreign banks by
unscrupulous India.  

Corruption has been eat-
ing at the vitals of our coun-
try. Unless this is fought
tooth and nail, there is no
hope for salvation for India.
The rich have become richer
but the poor have become
poorer. The mining and con-
struction mafia have been
given land at throw away
prices by depriving the poor
rural tribals of the only
resource they had for their
livelihood. 

A just and balanced
approach to this aspect is
needed for all citizens to
share the gains of growth
and development. 

Also the projected
growth rate of 9% conveys a
false impression of rising
prosperity because the
growth gains are neutral-
ized first by inflation rate of
14% which is more than the
growth rate of 9% and then
by unequal distribution of
growth gains.

RJ Khurana
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2G Scam: PM’s affidavit in SC

EDITORIAL
Nitish retains Bihar rein

The coalition of
Janta Dal (U) and
Bhartiya Janata

Party has once again
emerged victorious in
Bihar Assembly elec-
tion registering a
landslide win with
two third majority.
The required number
of seats in the Assem-
bly for any coalition
or party to form gov-
ernment is 123 out of
a total number of 243
seats for which the
election was held.
The party of incum-
bent chief minister
Nitish Kumar – Jana-
ta Dal (U) – clinching
111 seats, falling
short 12 seats to the
magic figure of 123 to
form a government on
its own without sup-
port from any other
group. The other
partner in the ruling
coalition – Bhartiya
Janata Party – has
also garnered 88
seats with an addi-
tion of 33 seats in its
kitty. Exalted by
tremendous perfor-
mance of his party to
reach at new height,
Bihar BJP leader CP
Thakur has said that
more seats of his
party in Assembly
would mean more
cabinet berths this
time.

Prior to the elec-
tion, the rift between
two allies grew to an
unprecedented height
because of a billboard
showing Gujarat CM
Narendra Modi pos-
ing alongside the BJP
leader during the
election campaign.
The vitriol took to
such an extent that
Nitish Kumar
refused to take Rs 5
crore assistance from
Gujarat government
for rescue works in
river Kosi flood rav-
aged areas. With the
election close on
heels, BJP brooked
this humiliation and
the coalition between
the two groups moved
on resulting in favour
of BJP increasing the
number of its MLAs

by 33. The prospectus
of the party are fur-
ther invigorated.

Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s RJD along
with LJP is a poor
second with it win-
ning 25 seats so far;
Congress has won
four seats and others
have tasted success
in 8 seats.

a visibly shocked
former chief minister
Lalu Prasad Yadav
convened a press con-
ference along with
LJP’s Ram Vilas
Paswan in which he
congratulated Nitish
for the victory, but
also claimed that he
smelled a rat regard-
ing the stunning
reversals in areas
that had always
remained his party’s
stronghold.

What adds insult
to injury is that
Lalu’s wife former
CM Rabri Devi got a
shock drubbing in
both Raghopur and
Sonepur, from where
she was fighting elec-
tions. 

RJD chief Lalu
Prasad and LJP chief
Ramvilas Paswan
have not contested.
While the RJD chief
is a Lok Sabha MP
from Saran, Ram
Vilas Paswan is a
Rajya Sabha MP.

The grand old
party Congress could
not replicate its 2009
Lok Sabha election
success in Bihar
despite extensive
campaigning by its
tallest leaders. 

It has won only
four seats. One of the
prominent winners
from the party is
Sadanand Singh from
Kahalgaon. 

The losers include
Rabri Devi’s brother
Sadhu Yadav (Gopal-
ganj), state party
president Chaudhary
Mahboob Ali Kaiser
(Simri Bakhtiarpur),
Ranjeeta Ranjan
(Bihariganj), Nag-
mani (Morwa), Lovely
Anand (Alamnagar).

Ruckus in Assembly

Going on in the
line of Parlia-
ment-marred by

notoriety of bedlam
and misbehaviour of
party members – the
main opposition party
in MP Assembly Con-
gress created ruckus
in the house over the
issue of corruption,
targeting CM
Chouhan over the
dumper case. Con-
gress has alleged that
the dumper case has
been pending with
the Lokayukta for the
last three years and
CM Chouhan, taking
advantage of his post,
has been affecting the
probe. 

Congress has also
implicated the
Lokayukta establish-
ment of yielding to

CM’s clout. On this
basis, Congress has
demanded Chouhan’s
resignation citing the
example of CM Ashok
Chavan of Maharash-
tra. 

The action of Con-
gress appears to be a
backlash of BJP’s
stalling the Parlia-
ment on CWG and 2G
Spectrum scams. The
BJP is in the soup
due to Chouhan’s
dumper issue and
Karnataka’s CM BS
Y e d d y u r a p p a ’ s
involvement in land
scams.

It is imperative on
CM Chouhan to pre-
cipitate the probe of
dumper case because
stalled proceedings of
Assembly are against
people’s interest.

A Swami with Terror Agenda 

The topic for next week’s
opinion forum which is to
appear on Sunday is: Can
India be made free of
scams?. Readers are
requested to send their
views along with their
photograph by Saturday
at Central Chronicle, Nava
Bharat Press, 3 Indira Press
Complex, MP Nagar, Bhopal.
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editor@centralchronicle.com


